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Russia Studies Program

Overview

Russia poses unique challenges to the US homeland, American interests abroad, our allies, and the transition to a
new era of peace and prosperity. From the United States to Europe, Central Asia, and the Indo-Pacific, CNA’s Russia
Studies Program provides deep analysis, critical insights, and actionable recommendations to military and civilian
leaders on Russian military capabilities, the Russian way of war, Russian foreign policy, and complex strategic issues.
Program staff include analysts with native fluency in Russian, social science and historical training, and extensive
knowledge of military operations and strategy. CNA's experience in open-source, Russian-language research goes
back to famous studies on Soviet naval doctrine in the 1960s—a legacy that continues today. The Russia Studies
Program flexibly supports US leaders with classified and unclassified studies, workshops, and wargames.

Core Capabilities Our People

CNA'’s Russia program is one of the largest teams

Russian Military Thought, of cleared, language-capable analysts working

Strategy, and Doctrine on Russian military affairs among US research
' organizations. Team expertise includes:

* In-country experience in Russia, Ukraine and
other Eurasian states

The Russian Way of War
and Military Art

* Native and fluent Russian language proficiency
* Active DOW security clearances

* Advanced degrees in international affairs,

. political science, regional studies, and history
Russian Naval and
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Maritime Affairs P P

Russia-Ukraine War

Russian and Eurasian
Foreign Policy
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What We Do
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Deep research in Strategy-, doctrine-,

Russian-language and theory-informed
sources longform analytic

products
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Interconnections with
the Russia military
analysis field across

NATO partner-nations

Ad hoc support,
senior leader
advising, and

quick-turn analysis

Recently Completed Analyses (2023-2025)

® Comparative Analysis of NATO and Russian Naval ® Wartime Russian Civil-Military Relations
Force Design

The Russian General Staff

Russia’s Evolving Threat Perceptions Nuclear Threats and Emplovment

Russian-Belarusian Nuclear Sharing Russian Wartime Medical Care

Russian Concepts of Future Warfare The Russian Wartime Economy

Russia-India Relations

Russian Military Mobilization

Black Sea Maritime Operations Russian Arms Control Institutions

Russia-Iran Relations Russian Space Operations in Ukraine

CNA

When Nuclear Weapons Return

CNA

Russia-India Relations:
Multipolarity in Practice?

CNA

Russian Concepts of Future
Warfare Based on Lessons

volving Concepts in
lation Strat

from the Ukraine War
Michaol

Learn more

About CNA

CNA is a not-for-profit analytical organization dedicated to the safety and security of the nation. With nearly 700 scientists, analysts, and
professional staff across the world, CNA’s mission is to provide data-driven, innovative solutions to our nation’s toughest problems. It
operates the Center for Naval Analyses—the Department of the Navy's federally funded research and development center (FFRDC)—as well
as the Institute for Public Research. The Center for Naval Analyses provides objective analytics to inform the decision-making by military
leaders and ultimately improve the lethality and effectiveness of the joint force. The Institute for Public Research leverages data analytics
and innovative methods to support federal, state, and local government officials as they work to advance national and homeland security.

To learn more about the Russia Studies Program at CNA, contact:
Dr. David Knoll, Director, knolld@cna.org (703-824-2051)
Dr. Dmitry Gorenburg, Senior Research Scientist, gorenbud@cna.org (781-559-3114)
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https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/10/when-nuclear-weapons-return-to-belarus
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/08/russian-concepts-of-future-warfare-based-on-lessons-from-the-ukraine-war
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/08/russia-india-relations-multipolarity-in-practice
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/08/russian-concepts-of-future-warfare-based-on-lessons-from-the-ukraine-war
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/08/russia-india-relations-multipolarity-in-practice
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/01/the-evolving-russia-iran-relationship
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/02/wartime-russian-civil-military-relations
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2024/03/russian-military-role-in-us-russian-arms-control
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2024/09/moscow-does-not-believe-in-tears
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2024/11/we-need-a-medic
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2024/10/crafting-the-russian-war-economy
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2024/10/russian-military-mobilization-during-the-ukraine-war
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2023/11/role-of-space-in-russia-operations-in-ukraine

