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Abstract

Over the past decade, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has sought to deepen its ties
with the Pacific Islands. Beijing's efforts to cultivate influence in the region have included
expanding economic, diplomatic, and security ties with individual Pacific Island nations
as well as the PRC's footprint in the region’s media landscape and broader information
environment. In this report, we examine the efforts of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
to shape the media and information environments of 15 Pacific Islands. To place the CCP’s
efforts into context, we provide an overview of the media environments in these countries
and identify key trends currently shaping the dissemination and consumption of information
across the region. We then identify the tactics and techniques that Beijing employs to shape
the media landscape in each of the countries examined. Finally, we examine the effectiveness
of the CCP's efforts.
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Executive Summary

Over the past decade, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has sought to deepen its ties with
the Pacific Islands. Beijing’s efforts to cultivate influence in the region have included expanding
economic, diplomatic, and security ties with individual Pacific Island nations, as well as
expanding its footprint in the region’s media landscape and broader information environment.
In this report, we examine the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s) efforts to shape the media
and information environments of 15 Pacific Islands.

How does China seek to influence the media and information
environments in the Pacific Islands?

China uses a complex mix of tactics to shape the Pacific Islands’ media landscapes and broader
information environment, including internet connectivity. These tactics target three levels of
the media landscape:

e State level. CCP tactics at the state level include signing bilateral media cooperation
agreements; making PRC state-run media available to local audiences; and financing,
building, and operating a local information and communications (ICT) infrastructure.

e Organizational level. CCP tactics at the organizational or media outlet level include
content sharing and coproduction between PRC state-run media and local media
outlets, attempts by PRC actors to invest in local media outlets, and PRC embassy
engagement with the local press.

e Individual level. CCP tactics that target individual media practitioners include
providing all-expense-paid trips to China and directly pressuring media practitioners
to censor their reporting or publish specific content.

What is unique about China’s approach?

We were repeatedly asked during our research how China’s efforts to engage media in the
Pacific Islands are different from what other countries are doing. Based on our research,
China’s approach to engaging media in the Pacific Islands is distinct in the following ways:

e Objectives. Perhaps the greatest difference lies in the objectives of China’s efforts.
Whereas support from long-standing partners such as Australia and New Zealand is
focused on encouraging the development of free and independent media, China’s
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engagement with Pacific media is primarily aimed at promoting a positive image of
China and shaping public discussion in ways that further China’s interests. With one of
the most restrictive media environments in the world, China is poorly positioned to
support the development of free, independent, and professional media.

Scope. Beijing uses a wide variety of strategies, techniques, and actors—including its
state-directed media complex and propaganda system—to shape the media landscapes
of nearly every Pacific Island we researched. For a sense of scale, we identified
activities aimed at engaging media at the state, organizational, and individual levels in
at least 8 of the 15 countries that we examined.

Lack of transparency. The way Beijing engages with Pacific Island governments and
media lacks transparency. Details about bilateral media cooperation agreements are
consistently unavailable. Unlike the region’s long-standing partners such as Australia,
New Zealand, the United States, and Japan, China does not make details about funding
public, so itis unclear how much money Beijing is funneling into the region’s media and
information landscapes.

Given that the objective of China’s assistance is to shape public discussion rather than support

the development of independent and professional media, accepting such support carries the

risk of eroding Pacific Island media practitioners’ autonomy and missing opportunities to

develop more lasting solutions to the challenges they face.

How successful has China been?

Our research suggests that the CCP has had some

success shaping local media discussion in the Pacific
[slands, but this success has been relatively limited

“China has pockets of influence, but
it is not widespread at all.”

and uneven. These mixed results are likely due to a

combination of factors that present China with both

—Barbara Dreaver, Pacific
correspondent, TVNZ

challenges and opportunities for pursuing its

objectives in the media landscape.

Factors that limit China’s impact on local media landscapes include the following:

Limited resonance of state-run media. Chinese state-run media have not yet
established a strong reach in the region and do not compete with established sources
of news such as the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), Radio New Zealand
(RNZ), or Television New Zealand (TVNZ).

Suspicion of China. Experts and media practitioners mentioned a variety of suspicions
about China, including concerns that China seeks to export authoritarianism, exploit
local economies, and capture political elites, and that it is anti-Christian.
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e Strength of journalistic norms. Multiple Pacific journalists voiced their commitment
to maintaining independence and journalistic integrity. Local media practitioners and

» o«

experts described journalists in the region as “courageous,” “proud,” and unlikely to be

susceptible to undue influence.

e Lack of interest in China. China’s efforts tend to focus on promoting stories about
China. Our research suggests that local audiences are more interested in things that are
happening closer to home and may not have a large appetite for China-centric news.

e Continued engagement of long-standing partners. Media development programs
such as those led by ABC and TVNZ and new and innovative business models such as
Pasifika TV continue to figure prominently in the regional media landscape and bolster
the region’s independent press.

Despite these constraints, there are multiple factors that have the potential to work in
China’s favor and bear close monitoring going forward. These include the following:

o Financial state of regional media. Local experts and media practitioners described
the financial state of the region’s media as the worst in history. The dire straits of the
region’s media outlets may make them more receptive to China’s offers of funds.

e Staffing challenges. Many subject matter experts cited high attrition rates in Pacific
newsrooms, low salaries in the media sector, and inexperience among Pacific
journalists as key challenges to Pacific media outlets’ resilience and survival.

o Frustration with long-standing partners. Some Pacific media practitioners
expressed frustration with the types of support that they receive from long-standing
partners such as Australia, New Zealand, the United States, and the United Kingdom,
and the time it takes those partners to respond to requested adjustments. They also
expressed concern about the United States’ review of its foreign assistance programs
and the impact that changes could have on the support that Pacific media receive.

o The decisions of Pacific Island governments. Perhaps the most significant factor is
the decisions made by Pacific Island leaders. Several local experts and media
practitioners suggested that China has had the greatest success shaping media
discussion in countries where it has managed to cultivate close ties with the political
elite, such as Solomon Islands, Nauru, and Kiribati.

Given the speed with which the region’s media landscape is evolving and the scope of the CCP’s
efforts, China’s footprint could expand quickly, depending on how these factors play out over
the near term. Although Beijing may be limited to “pockets of influence” now, its influence is
likely to grow.
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1. Introduction

Over the last decade, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has sought to deepen its ties with
the Pacific Island countries and territories (henceforth referred to as the “Pacific Islands”).
Beijing’s efforts to cultivate influence in the region have included expanding economic,
diplomatic, and security ties with individual Pacific Island nations, as well as expanding its
footprintin the region’s media landscape and broader information environment. In this report,
we examine the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s) efforts to shape the media and information
environments of 15 Pacific Islands:

e CookIslands e Palau

o Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) Papua New Guinea (PNG)

o Fiji e Samoa

e French Polynesia e Solomon Islands
e Kiribati e Tonga

e Marshall Islands (RMI) e Vanuatu

e New Caledonia e Wallis and Futuna
e Niue

To place the CCP’s efforts to shape

the media landscape of the Pacific Key research questions

Islands in context, we provide an e What are the key trends shaping the media
overview of the media and landscape in the Pacific Islands? What do we need to
information environment in these know to pUt China’s activities in context?

countries and identify key trends e How is the CCP seeking to influence the media
currently shaping the landscape in the region?

dissemination and consumption e What is unique about the CCP’s efforts?

of information across the region. e How can observers assess the CCP's success?

We then identify the tactics and

techniques that Beijing employs to shape the media landscape—including regional and local
media outlets, journalists, and the information and communications (ICT) infrastructure—in
each of the countries examined. Finally, we examine whether the CCP’s efforts have improved
the reach and resonance of its narratives with audiences in the region.
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This report builds on past CNA research on the Indo-Pacific media landscape and China’s
propaganda and influence efforts.! Its findings are based on searches of publicly available
information, including but not limited to local, regional, and international news media
reporting, academic and think tank reports, PRC embassy websites and social media accounts,
and PRC state-run media reporting in both English and Chinese. In addition, we held structured
conversations—both virtually and in person—with subject matter experts and local media
practitioners from throughout the region. We also held two public events—one in Suva, Fiji, in
partnership with the University of the South Pacific (USP)2 and the other in Wellington, New
Zealand, at the Centre for Strategic Studies with Victoria University of Wellington3—to elicit
further input and feedback on our findings. Our research was completed in January 2026.

The remainder of this report is organized into the following sections:

e Section 2 provides a brief overview of the Pacific Islands media landscape and
discusses key trends currently shaping the dissemination and consumption of
information across the region.

e Section 3 examines the tactics that the CCP uses to engage with local media outlets in
the region and shape media narratives.

e Section 4 contains a snapshot of the impact of China’s engagement on the content
produced by selected local media outlets in the region.

e Section 5 offers some conclusions regarding China’s footprint in the regional media
landscape and offers implications for the region.
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2. What are the key trends shaping the
media and information landscapes of
the Pacific Islands?

To understand CCP efforts to influence media in the Pacific Islands, we must first understand
the key factors and trends that shape the Pacific Islands’ media and information landscapes. In
this section, we provide a brief overview of the state of the media and information
environments of the 15 Pacific Island countries selected for this study and discuss key trends
currently shaping the dissemination and consumption of information across the region.

2.1 Overview: A diverse media landscape

The information environment in the Pacific Islands is extraordinarily diverse. Pacific Islands’
populations are dispersed across thousands of islands spread out over millions of square miles
of ocean. This remote and disparate geography results in highly varied levels of connectivity to
the internet. For instance, internet penetration—defined as the percentage of the population
with access to the internet via any device—varies from 32 percent in Papua New Guinea to
85.2 percent in Fiji. Similarly, mobile phone subscriptions vary from 19 per 100 people in the
FSM to 133 subscriptions per 100 people in Palau. The more than 8 million inhabitants of the
region are culturally and linguistically diverse, boasting 22 official languages and more than
1,200 unofficial languages and dialects (see Table 1). Overviews of the media landscapes of
each of the 15 countries examined are contained in Appendix A.

Table1.  Characteristics of the information environments of the Pacific Islands

Mobile Phone
Subscriptions
Internet (per 100
Country Population Literacy Penetration people) Official Languages
16,8004 95%° 64.80%5 1007 English, Cook Islands
Cook Islands .
Maori8
FSM 99,603° 95.10%'0 40.40%" 1912 English'3
Fij 951,611 99.10%'° 85.20%'° 1077 English, iTaukei (Fijian),
Fiji Hindi™®
French 303,540"  Unavailable 72.70%2° 10721 French??
Polynesia
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Mobile Phone
Subscriptions

Internet (per 100
Country Population Literacy Penetration people) Official Languages
Wallis and 15,92923 Unavailable 45.80%2 Unknown French?>
Futuna
Kiribati 116,54526 Unavailable 54%327 4928 I-Kiribati and English??
New 304,1673° 96.60%>" 82%3 9033 French3*
Caledonia
Niue 2,000%> 99%36 90%37 83.538 Niuean, English3®
21,8644 96.60%*1 67%% 1334 Palauan, English,
Sonsoralese, Tobian,
Palau
Angaur, and
Japanese**
Papua New 10,046,233% 70%46 32%47 4848 Tok Pisin, English, Hiri
Guinea Motu#
Marshall 82,011°0 93.8%°" 66%°2 38°3 Marshallese>*
Islands (RMI)
208,853% 99.10%°° 78%57 608 Samoan (Polynesian),
Samoa .
English®®
Solomon 726,79960 84.10%°" 36%°52 6793 Melanesian Pijin,
Islands English®
Tonga 104,889%° 99.40%°¢ 67%° 6168 Tongan, English®
318,0077° 89.10%"" 66% 2 7873 Bislama, English,
Vanuatu
French’
Source: CNA.

2.2 Media ownership in the Pacific Islands

As part of our effort to map the media landscape of the region, CNA gathered information on
129 media outlets operating in the Pacific Islands, including details about their ownership. (See
appendix A for information on key media outlets organized by country.) We found that the
ownership structures of local media outlets fell into four general categories:

e State-owned
e Commercial or privately owned by Pacific Island based entities

e Mixed ownership that included both state and private commercial shareholders in the
Pacific Islands

e Owned by local or international church-affiliated entities.

Figure 1 shows the breakdown of the 129 media outlets by ownership structure.
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The majority of media outlets in the region are locally owned commercial enterprises. These
enterprises comprised 80 (63 percent) of the 129 media outlets in our dataset. The bulk of
these media outlets are small enterprises, often owned by an individual or a family. However,
a handful of outlets are connected to large conglomerates.’s

In addition to these local media outlets, we found that state-run media outlets—including those
belonging to Australia and New Zealand as well as individual Pacific Islands—remain a key
presence in the regional media landscape, comprising a third of the media outlets in our
dataset.

Rounding out the media landscape were three media outlets whose ownership structure
included both government and private entities.’”® Finally, there were three church-affiliated
media outlets: Doulous Broadcasting in Tonga (affiliated with the American Christian satellite
network Trinity Broadcasting Network); TV4-Upu Mana (affiliated with Catholic Media
Samoa); and TV5 Star TV (affiliated with the Uniting Christian Church of Samoa).

Figure 1. Media outlets in the Pacific Islands by type of ownership

Australia, 2
Mixed, 3 Church, |3|

PRC, 3
Zealand, 2
Pacific Islan
State, 35
Commercial, 80

m Commercial m Pacific Island State
m PRC Mixed (State and commercial)
®m Church m Australia

m New Zealand

Source: CNA.
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2.3 Key trends shaping the regional media
landscape

Increasing connectivity across the region

One of the most striking trends currently shaping the media landscape across the Pacific
Islands is the rapid increase in connectivity to the internet. Within the last decade, internet
penetration increased significantly in 11 of the 15 Pacific Islands studied in this report (see
Figure 2). This increase in internet connectivity has predominantly been driven by the rapid
expansion of the subsea cable network connecting the Pacific Islands to the rest of the world.
Of the 22 submarine cable systems currently in operation in the Pacific Islands, 10 have
entered operation since 2019 (see Table 2), and several cable projects either are being planned
or are under construction as of early 2026.77 In addition, according to local media practitioners
and experts from several countries—including the Cook Islands, Tonga, and Fiji—Starlink has
become increasingly available in their countries and has improved the quality and speed of
internet connections while lowering costs.”8 See page 24 for more on Starlink and Chinese
competitors.

Figure 2. Penetration rates of the internet in the Pacific Islands, 2016-18 versus 2019-24

100.00%
90.00%
80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00% I I
10.00%
0.00% I I
F R @ XN DN QTR RO R
O NS o ) o 9 ) > K
o O NN N\
o & S & & & & ®
(Q/(\ q}\ '\(} %Q' NG (,)O\O fb\\\
< k‘;(\ @ Q@Q $
@’b
M Internet penetration (estimates from 2016-18) Internet Penetration (estimates from 2019-24)

Source: CNA, with data from CIA World Factbook and International Telecommunication Union.
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Table 2. Subsea cables in the Pacific Islands that have entered service since 2019

Year of
Cable Name Countries Served Operation

Chuuk-Pohnpei Cable Federated States of Micronesia 2019
Coral Sea Cable System Papua New Guinea; Solomon Islands 2020
Gondwana-2/Picot-2 Fiji; New Caledonia 2022
Kumul Domestic Submarine Cable Papua New Guinea 2019
System

Manatua Cook Islands; French Polynesia; Niue; Samoa 2020
Natitua Sud French Polynesia 2023
Southern Cross NEXT Fiji; Kiribati 2022
Tautira-Teahupo'o French Polynesia 2023
Echo Palau 2025
East Micronesia Cable System Kiribati; FSM; Nauru 2025

Source: Submarine Cable Map, TeleGeography, https://www.submarinecablemap.com/.

Despite the rapid and ongoing expansion of the subsea cable system linking the Pacific Islands,
connectivity remains fragile and vulnerable to disruption. Subsea internet cables can be
broken, damaged, or cut and are difficult to repair. In Tonga in 2022, for example, the subsea
cables connecting the country to the rest of the world were severed by the eruption of the Huna
Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai underwater volcano and subsequent tsunami. It took over a month to
repair the cable connecting Tonga’s main island to Fiji and longer to repair the domestic cables
providing internet connection to outlying island groups.?® Similarly, the December 2024
earthquake off the coast of Vanuatu caused a fire at the landing station for the island’s sole
submarine cable, ICN1, which temporarily interrupted the power supply and disabled internet
traffic. It took 10 days and a multilateral effort to restore the connection.80

Digital transition reshaping the media landscape

The rapid increase in connectivity across the region has led to lower data costs, making it
possible for local populations to turn to digital and social media as their main sources of news
and information. This has significantly reshaped the media landscape in the region. Several
local experts and media practitioners told CNA that Facebook has become the most popular
social media platform and is often the primary source of news and information for many Pacific
Islanders.8! To meet this change in how their audiences consume information, many media
outlets in the region now maintain an active presence on Facebook and, in the case of broadcast
media, YouTube. Indeed, some local media outlets have only a Facebook page or a YouTube
channel as their sole online presence.
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Figure 3. Submarine cables connecting the Pacific Islands

Source: TeleGeography, last updated Dec. 9, 2025, https://www.submarinecablemap.com/.

Note: Each color represents a different cable system.

Following in the cultural tradition of passing information via word of mouth, local Facebook
groups have become an important tool for Pacific Islanders to share news and information.
Within these closed groups, Pacific Islanders share local news and engage in lively discussions.
An unfortunate drawback of these groups is that they can be susceptible to the spread of false
or misleading information (see section 2.3.3).82

Amid this digital transition, traditional media outlets—especially print newspapers—have
faced a series of existential challenges that have led many to cease operations. Key challenges
include dwindling sales and advertising revenues, struggles to monetize online content,
complications in buying and servicing printing equipment, and difficulties with training and
retaining staff.

Dwindling sales and advertising revenue

The media practitioners with whom we spoke universally discussed the financial struggles
faced by local media amid the digital transition. Media practitioners and subject matter experts
from the Cook Islands, Solomon Islands, and Samoa, for instance, all noted that hard copy
newspaper sales have been on the decline in recent years.83 A journalist from the Cook Islands
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asserted that his outlet had lost over 1,000 hard-copy sales per day in recent years.84 The 2025
State of the Media: Pacific report published by the University of Adelaide and the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation similarly found that the availability of print media is on a steady
decline across the Pacific Islands.8> According to the report, FSM, RMI, and Vanuatu each only
have one print newspaper in operation,
while Tuvalu had none as of early 2025.86

Another factor complicating the ability of “Pacific media is more vulnerable than at any time
print newspapers to generate revenue is in its history due to the lasting impacts of digital
the disappearance of advertising revenue. disruption and COVID-19. And if that's not
According to the 2025 State of the Media: ~ enough, we face an onslaught of Al-driven
Pacific report, much of the advertising that ~ disinformation, fake news, and deepfakes.”

print outlets in the region had relied on for —Dr. Shailendra Singh, associate professor and
revenue dried up during the COVID-19 head of journalism at USP
pandemic, creating an “existential crisis”

for many outlets.8” This was corroborated through CNA'’s discussions with media practitioners.
One journalist asserted that many businesses that had traditionally placed advertisements in
print newspapers and, to a lesser extent, on radio broadcasts in Solomon Islands had switched
to buying ads on Facebook. Journalists and subject matter experts from the Cook Islands, Fiji,
and Palau also cited the decline in advertising post-COVID as a key challenge for print media
outlets.88

Difficulty monetizing online content

Newspapers that have sought to adapt by establishing a presence online have faced challenges
monetizing their new digital content. One journalist stated that he has had mixed success with
implementing a paywall on his newspaper’s website, noting that many people are able to evade
the paywall and access content for free.89 A Samoan diplomat told CNA that many people do
not agree with having to pay for an online news subscription, leading her to question how
effective paywalls are in generating revenue for newspapers.90

Challenges in buying and servicing printing equipment

Media practitioners from the region also pointed to difficulties purchasing and maintaining
printing equipment as another key challenge facing traditional newspaper outlets. A Cook
Islands media practitioner told CNA that during the COVID-19 pandemic he was unable to get
one of his printers serviced by foreign engineers because of travel restrictions and is now
unable to afford the cost of repairs.9! Journalists and subject matter experts from Solomon
I[slands and Samoa also noted that many outlets can no longer afford the cost of equipment and
material required for printing newspapers, prompting some to shut down and others to
transition to exclusively digital publication.92
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Staffing challenges

Pacific Islands media practitioners consistently lamented high attrition rates among local
journalists due to low pay, with some identifying this as the most serious problem facing Pacific
media. An expert in Fiji stated that, after working in journalism for a few years, reporters will
leave for “greener pastures” in industries that pay three to four times what media outlets can
offer, resulting in a “continuous cycle of losing your best staff.”93 A Solomon Islands reporter
noted that the government had recruited many of the country’s top journalists to serve in
communications roles throughout government ministries, leaving many newsrooms with
young and inexperienced journalists, which impacted the depth of coverage.?* According to a
media practitioner in the Cook Islands, many of the reporters he had trained during his career
are now working for overseas outlets such as Radio New Zealand (RNZ) and Television New
Zealand (TVNZ), which offer better pay than local media outlets. 95 This attrition traps
newsrooms in a continuous cycle of loss and rebuilding.

Experts and local media practitioners also pointed to limited training and educational
opportunities as a challenge. A Samoan diplomat remarked that many reporters in Samoa have
not formally studied journalism and have “fallen into” the profession, resulting in a low quality
of journalism. The same diplomat also noted that there is a corresponding dearth of training in
investigative journalism in Samoa, with many reporters “waiting for stories to fall into [their]
laps.”?¢ A media expert in Fiji offered the observation that much of the training that is offered
to journalists is unevenly distributed and will often go to more seasoned reporters, leaving the
younger generation with fewer opportunities to develop their skillsets.%7

The combination of high attrition rates and limited training opportunities has resulted in a
cohort of journalists that are less experienced and less qualified than their counterparts in
other regions around the world.98

Online spread of false and inaccurate information

As has been the case around the globe, the transition to digital media has been accompanied
by the spread of false or inaccurate information. This trend is particularly pronounced in larger
Pacific Islands, which often have large diaspora communities living abroad and a greater
exposure to foreign social media platforms.%?

In some recent instances, false news stories spread through social media have inspired panic
and caused real damage. For example, in late October and early November 2024, rumors
spread through Solomon Islands via social media that children in the capital Honiara were
being kidnapped and their organs harvested for sale in Australia. Although unsubstantiated,
these stories resonated among Solomon Islanders due to legitimate concerns about public
safety in Honiara and a lack of trust in police officers. Some communities went so far as to close
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schools and erect roadblocks to prevent outsiders from entering. In at least two instances,
foreigners were attacked by people who suspected them of involvement in the kidnappings.100

Similarly, the online spread of false and misleading information about vaccines has increased
hesitancy to get vaccinated in multiple Pacific Island nations.1%! According to a Palau journalist,
in early 2021, nearly half of Palau’s population was hesitant to get vaccinated against COVID-
19 due to online misinformation that “ranged from rumors that people in Palau are being used
as guinea pigs for experimental drugs to drastic claims of side effects, even to sheer conspiracy
theories of the vaccine being used as a mode to implant trackers in people.”102 Similarly, in
Samoa, the spread of false information online regarding the measles vaccine and resulting
vaccination refusals led to an outbreak of the disease in 2019, resulting in more than 80
deaths.103

Long-standing partners remain a key presence in the media
landscape

The region’s long-standing partners—

New Zealand, Australia, France, the Frustration with long-standing partners

United Kingdom, Japan, and the US— During the CNA-USP event in Suva, panelists and
remain a key presence in the Pacific audience members noted their dissatisfaction
Islands’ media landscape. In particular,  with long-standing partners’ support for media in

the state-run ABC and RNZ are Fiji. For instance, Stanley Simpson, the director of
available across many of the Pacific Mai TV, asserted that the Australian government
Islands (see Figure 4). was “not consulting” Fijian media regarding the
types of trainings it offered to local journalists. In
contrast, he asserted that China is “listening to us
much better” and stated, "“Don’'t blame China if
you're not doing enough.”'%

Multiple experts and local media
practitioners told CNA that ABC and
RNZ are the most significant and
trusted international media outlets in
the Pacific Islands’ media
environment. 105 In addition to broadcasting their own content, ABC and RNZ also provide
training and assistance to Pacific media practitioners.1% One of the most prominent media
development programs in the region is the Pacific Media Assistance Scheme (PACMAS), which
is funded by Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and managed by ABC
International Development, the media development unit of ABC International.107 TVNZ and the
New Zealand government-funded Pacific Cooperation Broadcasting Limited also facilitate
training programs for Pacific media journalists and broadcasters.108

Additionally, French state-run media has a significant presence in France’s current and former
Pacific territories, including the Francophone parts of Vanuatu as well as New Caledonia,
French Polynesia, and Wallis and Futuna.10® The BBC’s Media Action charity has also worked
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with media outlets and organizations across multiple Pacific Island countries to support public
interest media and build resilience against false and misleading information.110

Figure 4. Presence of Australian and New Zealand state-owned media in the Pacific Islands
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Source: “Ways to Watch,” ABC, https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/ways-to-watch; “Ways to Listen,” ABC Australia,
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/ways-to-listen; Pasifika TV, https://pasifikatv.co.nz/; “How to Listen,”
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/listen.

Note: Dotted lines are intended to delineate island groups and do not represent maritime boundaries; Nauru
was not one of the 15 countries selected for this study but was included in the map, given the presence of a
Xinhua bureau there.

In addition to direct involvement in the media, long-standing regional powers have also funded
the expansion of internet infrastructure in the region. The Australian, New Zealand, US,
Japanese, and French governments have provided funding for multiple subsea cable projects
in the Pacific Islands, including the East Micronesia Cable System, the SMART TAMTAM cable,
and the Tonga Hawaiki Branch System.11! Of note, in 2022, the Australian government partially
funded the purchase of Digicel Pacific, one of the region’s largest telecommunications
providers, by the Australian company Telstra amid concerns that a Chinese company was
seeking to purchase Digicel Pacific.112 In 2023, the US and Japanese governments stepped in to
provide additional financial assistance to the transaction.113
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“Geopolitics is larger than life in the Pacific region—but the media element is often overlooked.
Yet the media are central in this contest as they have reach and influence. Media are trusted.
And media can shape public opinion. Media are the last bastion. If the media are captured—
especially by foreign interests—then the last line of defense is gone, and democracy is
considerably weakened.”

-Dr. Shailendra Singh, associate professor and head of journalism at USP

China is expanding its influence, including in the media
landscape

China has multiple strategic interests

in the Pacific Islands. By expanding its

presence and influence in the region, Competing with China versus supporting the
China can enhance its ability to project Pacific Islands

power beyond the first and second China’s growing interest in the region has

island chains and deny strategic space .
y §IC sp attracted concern from long-standing partners

. : 114 .
to Its  competitors. The Pacific and prompted the development of new strategies

Islands also present China with ample that place the Indo-Pacific at the core of

economic opportunities. Pacific Island geopolitical competition. This has led to concern

nations possess significant reserves of - e .
p & M within Pacific Islands that attention from long-

valuable natural resources, including standing partners is focused on competing with

critical minerals, fish stocks, and China and not on Pacific Islands’ intrinsic needs.
timber. 115 Furthermore, the Pacific

Islands, which are home to 3 of the 11

countries that maintain official ties with Taiwan, represent an important arena for China to
achieve its goal of isolating Taiwan diplomatically (see Figure 5). Through continuous
diplomatic efforts China has, in recent years, already halved the number of Pacific Islands with
official relationships with Taiwan: Solomon Islands and Kiribati switched their official

recognition to China in 2019, and Nauru switched to China in 2024.116
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Figure 5. Pacific Islands’ diplomatic relations with the United States, France, New Zealand,
China, and Taiwan
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China’s influence in the Pacific Islands has grown significantly over the past decade.117 In 2018
China secured the membership of all eligible Pacific Islands in the Belt and Road Initiative, and
it has established various forms of diplomatic partnerships with multiple Pacific Islands,
including Papua New Guinea, Samoa, and Solomon Islands.18 China’s state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) are also playing a larger role in Pacific Island infrastructure projects, and the Chinese
government has increased security ties with Pacific Island nations, most notably Solomon
Islands.119 These economic and diplomatic efforts are accompanied by efforts to shape the local
media landscape to promote narratives that further China’s interests and suppress narratives
that Beijing finds threatening. China’s efforts to influence the regional media landscape are
discussed in detail in section 3 of this report.
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Backlash to China’s Expanding Presence

China'’s expanding presence in the Pacific Islands has not been welcomed by everyone who lives
there. Some examples of pushback are as follows:

e In 2021, protests in Solomon Islands’ capital of Honiara turned violent as protesters
from Malaita province clashed with police and burned buildings. The leadership of
Malaita publicly opposed Solomon Islands’ 2019 switch of diplomatic recognition from
Taiwan to China, and the province continued to receive aid from Taiwan even after the
switch occurred. According to one opposition politician in Solomon Islands, the
protests were a response to Beijing's increasing influence in the country.’?

e In 2024, Tongan social media users responded with criticism after Tonga’'s prime
minister stated that he saw no problem with accepting China’s offer to provide police
for the Pacific Leaders Forum in Nuku'alofa.’®!

e The US$119 million in loans that Tonga owes China has also sparked concerns across
the country.’? Tongan politicians and residents have expressed concerns that repaying
these loans will strain the Tongan government's finances, and there is a perception
among some Tongans that the loans primarily went to funding China-run projects as
opposed to supporting Tonga's own economy.'?3

e In 2024, riots in Port Moresby resulted in damage to several Chinese-owned businesses
and injury to Chinese nationals. In response, the Chinese Embassy lodged a complaint
with the Papua New Guinea government.'?*

e In 2025, Cook Islanders protested against closer cooperation with China following the
announcement of a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between Beijing and Avarua.
Protesters cited concerns that growing ties with China could jeopardize the Cook
Islands’ relationship with New Zealand.™®

According to local experts and media practitioners interviewed by CNA, some Pacific Islanders,
many of whom are devout Christians, distrust China as a Communist, atheist state.’?® In some
Pacific Islands, there have also been ethnic tensions between Chinese immigrants and local
people.’’
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3. How is China seeking to influence
the Pacific Islands’ media landscape?

As discussed above, China’s efforts to expand its presence and influence in the region take place
within the context of the Pacific Islands’ diverse and evolving media landscapes. In this section,
we discuss the different tactics that China uses to engage with local media outlets in the region
and shape media narratives.

3.1 Background: The CCP’s global campaign to
shape the media landscape

The use of propaganda to shape perceptions inside and outside of China has been a core
element of how the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) operates throughout its history. For over
a century, the CCP has employed tactics such as generating its own print and broadcast media
and grooming foreign journalists and opinion leaders to promote its agenda to foreign
audiences as “friends of China.” Perhaps the most famous of these is the famed American
journalist Edgar Snow, who was the first Western journalist given access to key CCP leaders,
including Mao Zedong, and is known for his sympathetic portrayals of the party’s struggles.

In the early 2000s, China’s external propaganda efforts developed into a global campaign to
shape the media landscape in its favor, including in the Pacific Islands.128 In 2001, two key
events formally marked China’s status as an emerging economic powerhouse: China joined the
World Trade Organization, and Beijing was selected to host the 2008 Summer Olympics.
Despite these very public successes, Beijing was concerned that its international image
continued to suffer from a perceived anti-China bias in Western media and that this hampered
its efforts to develop international influence. In 2004, the party issued a series of directives
designed to improve China’s foreign-directed media and re-established the External
Propaganda Work Leading Small Group, marking the Chinese Communist Party leadership’s
commitment to the cause.129

In 2008, Beijing was confronted with its continued failure to “win hearts and minds” overseas
when protests against China’s human rights violations—including its actions in Tibet and its
suppression of free expression—erupted along the path of the Olympic torch relay in major
cities including London and Paris. This public relations debacle reinforced Beijing’s belief that
it needed to improve China’s external propaganda. Less than a year later, China embarked on
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an estimated $6.6 billion campaign to expand its global media presence and improve its
international news coverage.130

Beijing’s efforts to shape foreign perceptions include a complex mix of overt and covert tactics.
Wielding its massive state-run media complex, Beijing openly seeks to promote a positive
image of China to audiences around the world—*“to tell China’s stories well,” as Xi Jinping
describes it—and to discredit, undermine, and delegitimize its critics.131 Beijing’s agents also
employ a range of more covert tactics that include intimidating journalists. Within China,
Beijing threatens foreign journalists with “an invitation to tea”—a common practice of
summoning individuals and threatening them with criminal prosecution for violating China’s
national security or counterespionage laws if they publish information contrary to Beijing’s
interests.132

The specific combination of covert and overt tactics that Beijing employs vary depending on
the nature of the target media environment. However, Beijing’s efforts routinely touch virtually
all aspects of the information environments of target countries, including print, digital, and
broadcast media, and even ICT infrastructure. In the Mekong region, for instance, China has
actively sought to establish a footprint that includes content sharing agreements with local
media outlets in all five countries (Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Myanmar), financial
investment in local media outlets in several countries, and investment in the development of
telecommunications infrastructure by Chinese companies.!33 In the following sections, we
discuss the tactics that we observed Beijing using to shape media narratives specific to the
Pacific Islands.

Comparing China to long-standing partners

Although participants in the CNA events in Suva and Wellington were likely aware of media
repression in China—which ranks 178 out of 180 countries in the World Press Freedom Index—
several readily compared China to partners with much freer media environments. Some panelists
and attendees openly questioned whether China’s presence in the region’s media landscape is
any different from that of long-standing partners such as the US, Australia, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom, and France. For instance, during the event in Wellington, one participant likened
Chinese propaganda to Voice of America and noted that the US also sponsors journalist training
trips.'34

Of note, during a separate conversation, one Solomon Islands subject matter expert told CNA
that, although China-funded development projects in Solomon Islands have resulted in
improving attitudes toward China, Beijing “does not have much to offer” the Pacific Islands’
media industry. As evidence, he pointed to China’s lack of “any respect” for an independent
press and its control over information.'3>
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3.2 Levels of engagement

The CCP employs a complex mix of tactics to shape the Pacific Islands’ media and information

environment.!3¢ These tactics target three levels of the media landscape:

e State level. Tactics at the national level include signing bilateral media cooperation

agreements, establishing the presence of PRC state-run media and making it available

to local audiences, and financing, building, and operating local ICT infrastructure.

e Organizational level. Tactics at the organizational or media outlet level include

content sharing and coproduction between PRC state-run media and local media

outlets, attempts by PRC actors to invest in local media outlets, and PRC embassy

engagement with the local press.

o Individual level. Tactics that target individual media practitioners include providing

all-expense-paid trips to China and directly or indirectly pressuring media

practitioners to censor their reporting or publish specific content.

Figure 6 identifies the specific CCP tactics targeted at each level.

Figure 6. Types of CCP activities to influence media in the Pacific Islands

State level

Chinese state-run media
availability and presence

State-level bilateral
media cooperation
agreements

Constructing, operating,
and financing ICT
infrastructure

w (4

Organizational level

Content sharing and
coproduction among Chinese
state-run media and local
media outlets

Efforts by Chinese entities to
invest in or purchase local
media outlets

Efforts to limit access of non-
Chinese media outlets

@ &) (m

Individual level

PRC government-sponsored
media trips to China

Pressure to censor or publish
specific content

Embassy engagement with local
media (press briefings, social
media, ambassador op-eds)

Offers of funding or
equipment to media outlets
and organizations

@) ()

Source: CNA.

CNA Research Memorandum | 18



3.3 State-level tactics

Signing bilateral media cooperation agreements

China’s bilateral and multilateral agreements with Pacific Island governments typically include
a media-related element. For instance, the joint statement issued at the conclusion of the Third
China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025 included an agreement
to expand media cooperation and exchanges with the 11 participating Pacific Islands.137 The
Chinese government has also signed separate bilateral agreements to expand cooperation in
media and connectivity with the Cook Islands,!38 the FSM,139 PNG, 140 Samoa, 4! and Solomon
Islands (see Table 3).142 The details of these agreements or how they are implemented are not
made public.

Table 3.  Pacific Islands that have signed bilateral or multilateral media cooperation
agreements with China

Country Description

Cook e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
Islands of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries (PIC) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting'4?

e The Action Plan 2025 -2030 for the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
between the Cook Islands and the People’s Republic of China states that the two
sides will “promote cultural exchanges” in the film industry ™4

Federated e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
States of of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers' Meeting'4
Micronesia ® In 2024, China Media Group signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU)
on cooperation with the Public Information Office of the Micronesian
Presidency 4
e Also in 2024, agreed to broaden cooperation in media in a joint statement'’
Fiji e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting48

e In September 2025, the Chinese ambassador to Fiji and the Fijian Minister for
Information agreed to cooperate in digital and multimedia development. China
will reportedly help the Ministry tackle misinformation, train Ministry officers as
multimedia journalists, and set up a multimedia studio. Further details on the
cooperation are not available™?

Kiribati e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting'°

Nauru e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting’

Niue e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement

of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers'’ Mee’cinﬁ;152
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Country Description

Papua e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
New of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting'>3
Guinea e During a 2024 meeting with PNG Foreign Minister Justin Tkachenko, PRC

Foreign Minister Wang Yi stated that China was willing to cooperate with PNG
on information and communication technology'™*
e In 2023, agreed to enhance cooperation in media in a joint statement'>
e In 2022, reportedly agreed to deepen cooperation in communications with
China'®
Samoa e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting™’
e In November 2024, agreed to expand people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation in media in a joint statement>8
Solomon e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
Islands of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting'°
e Agreed to broaden cooperation in media in 2024 joint statement'®?

e A 2023 joint statement referenced media cooperation®’

Tonga e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement
of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting '
Vanuatu e Agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges in 2025 Joint Statement

of the Third China-PIC Foreign Ministers'’ Mee’cing163

Source: CNA.

Establishing the presence and availability of China’s state-run
media

China has also sought to expand the presence of its state-run media outlets across the Pacific
Island region. This is illustrated in Figure 7. The following Chinese state-run media outlets
currently operate or broadcast across the region:

e Xinhua: The PRC’s official news agency opened its first bureau in the Pacific Islands in
Fiji in 2011. Notably, Xinhua and another PRC state-run outlet continued to operate in
Fiji while the Media Industry Development Act, which restricted foreign media activity
in Fiji, was in effect.164 In January 2024, Xinhua established its second bureau in the
region in Nauru.165

e China Radio International (CRI): Broadcasts from China’s official international radio
broadcaster are available in at least Samoa, Tonga, and Vanuatu.

e CCTV and CGTN: China Central Television (CCTV), China’s official national television
broadcaster, and China Global Television Network (CGTN), China’s official television
station for foreign language broadcasting, are available in at least nine of the Pacific
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Islands researched for this study, as demonstrated in Figure 7. These broadcasts are
typically made available through Sky Pacific or Digicel TV.

Subject matter experts interviewed for this study indicated that Chinese state-run media
outlets do not currently have a strong reach in the region and are not generally considered to
be go-to sources for news.166

Figure 7. China state-run media outlets in the Pacific Islands

PACIFIC OCEAN

Papua[:H Nauru
New Guinea Clz’
s S, o
., b ; |\ .
.';\.\ -
S R, -2 : o i =
Solomon «¢ "Vanuatu SamoalBd French Polynesia (B
Islands B " & e T

- %, . B g .. =
Al 2 ] B -Niue g

R bie .
cpE 2 E:?!f Cook (LB .

Islands

.
v.

LEGEND

China Central Television/China Global Television Network [:H China Radio International Q/
China Daily Bl Xinhua &*

Source: "Overseas Branches: Asia-Pacific Region” (k3 ( & ) Sh3 24 : TAMIX), Xinhua, accessed May 2,
2025, http://www.news.cn/xinhuashe/pzgwfzjg.htm; Sky Pacific, “TV Guide,” accessed Oct. 30, 2024,
http://www.skypacific.tv/TvGuide; “Vanuatu Media Guide,” BBC News, Feb. 7, 2023,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16426202; “China Media Group Sets up Bureau in Nauru,” CCTV, Jan.
14, 2024, https://www.cctvplus.com/news/20240124/8360821.shtml; World Radio Map,
https://worldradiomap.com/ .

Note: Dotted lines are intended to delineate island groups and do not represent maritime boundaries; Nauru
was not one of the 15 countries selected for this study but was included in the map, given the presence of a
Xinhua bureau there.

Financing, building, and operating local ICT infrastructure

China has a significant footprint in the region’s information and communication technologies
(ICT) infrastructure. China has signed joint statements agreeing to engage in cooperation in
the development of ICT infrastructure or been involved in the funding, construction,
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maintenance, or operation of the ICT infrastructure of at least 8 of the 15 countries examined
in this study (see Figure 8). This involvement includes PRC-based commercial entities such as
telecommunications giant Huawei. For instance, according to a 2022 article published by China
Daily, Huawei has provided unspecified “technologies” for Tongan telecommunications
facilities.167

Figure 8. Map of China’s involvement in regional ICT infrastructure in the Pacific Islands
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Sources: Ma Si, “Huawei: Tonga to Resume Intl Voice Communications this Week,” China Daily, Jan. 19, 2022,
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202201/19/WS61e7807ba310cdd39bc82070.html; PRC Embassy in New
Zealand, "Our embassy and the Niue government jointly held a series of celebrations for the 15th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Niue” (#4155 AR BUM L FI%E 70 o FH -5 #5815
JAE R B RALIESN), PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dec. 2, 2022, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/zwbd 673032
/gzhd 673042/202212/t20221209 10987650.shtml; “Analogue to Digital Migration,” Lowy Institute,
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-PNG-29-22-220-22020;  “China Eximbank
provides RMB 136 million government concessional loan for National Broadband Highway Project,” AidData,
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/37695/; “Samoa National Broadband Highway,” Lowy Institute,
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-WSM-32-20-220-22020; Riley Duke, Alexandre
Dayant, Nasirra Ahsan, Roland Rajah, Hervé Lemahieu, "Pacific Aid Map: 2024 Key Findings,” Lowy Institute, Nov.
19, 2024, https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/analysis/2024/key-findings/; “Charge d'Affaires Ding Yonghua
published a signed article ‘A Brighter Future Through the Belt and Road Initiative’ on Solomon Islands Media,”
PRC Embassy in Solomon Islands, Oct. 18, 2023, http://sb.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018 11162901.htm.

Note: Dotted lines are intended to delineate island groups and do not represent maritime boundaries.
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As is the case with PRC involvement in other aspects of the media landscape in the region,
details about China’s activities related to ICT infrastructure are often sparse. For instance, a
2022 press release from the PRC embassy in New Zealand (Cook Islands, Niue) asserted that
the PRC had provided support to Niue for radio and television equipment maintenance without
providing any additional details.168 Similarly, in 2024, the Niuean government announced that
the PRC had provided equipment for use in upgrading the broadcasting and television services
of the state-owned Broadcasting Corporation of Niue.16% Details about the equipment that
China provided are not publicly available.

Papua New Guinea: China’s involvement in the Digital Transformation
Project

The PRC has a significant footprint in Papua New Guinea’s ICT infrastructure and has played a
large role in executing the country’s Digital Transformation Project, a national initiative to
modernize public services, increase government efficiency, and foster growth in the digital
economy. For instance, the state-owned China State Construction Engineering Corporation
constructed a new digital television facility for PNG’s National Broadcasting Corporation
(NBC). The project was funded through a $69 million concessional loan from Export Import
(Exim) Bank of China, which is administered by the PRC State Council; it was approved by the
PRC government between 2021 and 2022. The construction of the facility is part of a larger
project funded by Exim Bank of China to upgrade PNG’s analog signal TV system to a digital TV
system.170 Exim Bank also funded the Kumul Domestic Submarine Cable System to PNG. The
cable was installed by Huawei Marine, which is now known as HMN Tech.171

Samoa: China’s involvement in the National Broadband Highway
Project

In 2012, Exim Bank of China provided a $25.31 million concessional loan for Samoa’s National
Broadband Highway Project, which sought to establish high-speed broadband connections for
all government ministries and corporations, such as schools, hospitals, and emergency
services. Huawei implemented the project, which was completed in June 2024.172

Solomon Islands: China’s involvement in the construction of a cell
phone communications infrastructure

Exim Bank of China loaned Solomon Islands $66 million to build 161 mobile communication
towers, to be supplied and built by Huawei and the China Harbor Engineering Company.
Construction began in 2023, and the first tower was launched in 2024.173
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Issue to watch: China’s development of low Earth orbit (LEO) satellite networks

As US-based Starlink increases its availability around the globe, the Chinese government and
China's SOEs are driving investment and innovation in LEO satellite networks. One such SOE is
China Satellite Network Group, which aims to launch 13,000 LEO satellites by 2034."7 Qianfan
(known outside of China as SpaceSail), which is a satellite constellation run by Shanghai
Spacecom Satellite Technology and backed by the Shanghai municipal government, had
launched 90 satellites as of summer 2025, with mixed success. It has signed deals to operate in
six countries across South America, Asia, the Middle East, and Central Asia and plans to sign
agreements with more countries.’”® The possible proliferation of Chinese LEO satellite networks
across the Pacific Islands would greatly enhance China’s footprint in the region's ICT
infrastructure.

3.4 Organizational-level tactics

Embassy press engagement

CNA observed that PRC embassies and consulates in 11 of the Pacific Islands selected for this
study actively engage with local media in a number of routine ways. Such engagements include
the following:

o Interviews and signed articles: PRC embassy and consulate officials routinely
provide interviews and publish signed articles in local media. CNA observed examples
of this in all 11 Pacific Island nations with a PRC diplomatic presence (Cook Islands,176
Fiji,1?7 French Polynesia, 178 Kiribati, 17 Micronesia, 8% Niue,181 Papua New Guinea, 182
Samoa,!83 Tonga, 184 Solomon Islands,!85 and Vanuatu).186

e Meetings with local media: PRC ambassadors and embassy officials meet with leaders
of local media outlets and media organizations, as observed in Fiji, 187 Papua New
Guinea, 188 Samoa, 189 Solomon Islands, 190 Tonga, 19! and Vanuatu.192

e Press conferences: PRC embassy officials hold press conferences in which they field
questions from local reporters and brief local media outlets, as observed in Fiji, 193
Kiribati, 194 Papua New Guinea, 195 and Tonga.196

Notably, the absence of a PRC diplomatic presence in Palau, Marshall Islands, New Caledonia,
and Wallis and Futuna appears to correlate with a smaller CCP footprint in the local media and
information environment. CNA did not observe any publicly reported CCP influence activities
in the media and information environments of the Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, or Wallis
and Futuna.
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PRC embassy press engagement

Fijian media practitioner Stanley Simpson noted during the public event held by CNA and USP
that the Chinese embassy in Suva routinely invites members of the local press to embassy-
sponsored events and is “doing a much better job in informing and engaging Fiji media than the
Australians, New Zealanders, and Americans.” He also stated that he and other Fijian news editors
are in regular contact with Chinese diplomatic officials in Suva.'’

One way that PRC embassies and consulates engage local audiences in the Pacific Islands is
through Facebook, the most popular social media platform in the region. However, based on a
survey of recent activity, audience engagement with PRC embassy Facebook pages was limited
to an average of fewer than 50 likes per post in 8 of the 11 countries with a PRC diplomatic
presence (based on the 10 most recent posts observed as of August 23, 2025; see Table 4).

Table 4. PRC embassy Facebook pages and audience engagement, August 2025

Avg. Number of Likes Per

Number of Followers Post*
Cook Islands (New Zealand)** 2,600 7.5
Federated States of Micronesia 476 0.8
Fiji 1,100 5.3
French Polynesia N/A N/A
Kiribati 24,000 448.8
Marshall Islands N/A N/A
Nauru 2,200 43.9
New Caledonia N/A N/A
Niue (New Zealand) 2,600 7.5
Palau N/A N/A
Papua New Guinea 4,200 115.2
Samoa 1,400 5
Solomon Islands 10,000 78.8
Tonga 4,800 20
Tuvalu N/A N/A
Vanuatu 1,400 40.7
Wallis and Futuna N/A N/A

Source: Facebook.
*Looked at 10 most recent posts observed as of Aug. 23, 2025.
**The PRC Embassy in New Zealand also handles diplomatic relations with the Cook Islands and Niue.
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Posts by the PRC embassies to Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, and Solomon Islands averaged the
greatest number of likes. Among the posts that we looked at, two posts by the PRC embassy in
Kiribati stood out as receiving the greatest number of likes by a margin of over 2,000. Both
posts highlighted performances from i-Kiribati dancers during a kickoff ceremony for the
Improvement of the South Tarawa Transport Network System (ISTTNS), a PRC-funded aid
project (see Figure 9). In contrast, posts that received little to no engagement tended to focus
on China without a local element.

Figure 9. Popular Facebook posts from PRC Embassy in Kiribati

Embassy of The People’s Republic of China in Kiribati Embassy of The People’s Republic of China in Kiribati
August Tl at 209AM - @ August Tl at 1259AM - @

The TTT little Star 2025 was dancing at the ISTTNS project Kick-Off ceremonygs & Amazing dance of the MISS Kiribati 2025 at the ISTTNS project Kick-Off ceremony &3

P 02/052
[.o]w BR1Y 26 comments 52 shares 00 21« 115 comments 60 shares

oY Like () Comment £> Share Y Like () Comment & Share

Source: Embassy of The People’s Republic of China in Kiribati, Facebook, Aug. 11, 2025,
https://www.facebook.com/your.ChineseEmbassyinKiribati/.

Content sharing and coproduction with local media

One way that Chinese state-run outlets are likely attempting to improve their reach is by
leveraging local media outlets as channels for dissemination. Much of this is done through
content sharing agreements (i.e., a local Pacific Island outlet publishes content produced by a
PRC state-run media outlet) and joint-production agreements (i.e., a local Pacific Island outlet
and a PRC state-run outlet jointly produce content). Many of these agreements were signed by
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the China Media Group, which is the parent organization of CCTV, CGTN, and CRI and is
overseen by the State Council and administered by the CCP Central Propaganda Department.

CNA found evidence of content sharing and coproduction arrangements in seven of the Pacific

Islands selected for this study, including the following:

e CGTN French coproduced special programs with a French Polynesian television

channel about the Olympics and the Chinese New Year.198

e Papua New Guinea’s National Broadcasting Corporation has published content

produced by CCTV.199

e During his July 2024 visit to China, the prime minister of Solomon Islands signed a

memorandum of understanding to facilitate content exchange, coproduction,

internships, training, and technological cooperation between the China Media Group

and the Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation, the country’s national

broadcaster.200

Efforts to invest in media
outlets

Despite the CCP’s use of this tactic
elsewhere around the world, efforts by
Chinese entities to invest in or purchase
local media outlets in the Pacific Islands
appear to be rare.20! CNA identified only
one confirmed instance of such an effort
via publicly available sources. In 2018,
the founder of a Palauan newspaper and
alocal Chinese expatriate agreed to set up
a new media group called Palau Media
Group. The largest shareholder in the
new media group was a Chinese company
with ties to a CCP military and public
security apparatus called Overseas
Chinese Big Data Group. The deal appears
to have failed due to the economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 202
Additionally, a media practitioner from
the region told CNA that a Chinese entity
purchased Tonga’s state-owned Tonga

Figure 10. Front page of July 15, 2025, edition of

Tonga Chronicle (Kolonikali Tonga)

Kalanikali Tonge

1 JongaChronicle ‘-?’;‘

Where Time Begins

Huufi ‘e he ‘E‘Ene ‘Afio ‘ae

Ltm:&_,..x‘ :

Source: Tonga Chronicle Facebook post, July 14, 2025,
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=13774778938970

62&set=pcb.1377480660563452.
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Chronicle (Kolonikali Tonga) in late 2024. CNA has been unable to verify this purchase.203 After
an apparent yearlong period of inactivity, the Tonga Chronicle’s website and Facebook page
began actively posting new content in March 2025. A July 2025 post by the newspaper’s official
Facebook account showing the front page of the weekly newspaper features coverage of the
ceremony commissioning the China-Aid Tongatapu Wind Power Project (see Figure 10).

As mentioned earlier (section 2.2.4), China may have attempted to purchase the Pacific
operations of major telecommunications firm Digicel, which provides service across many
countries in the Pacific Islands. Although never publicly corroborated by Beijing or Digicel, the
firm was reportedly considering selling its Pacific operations to PRC state-owned
telecommunications conglomerate China Mobile.204 In 2021, Australian telecommunications
company Telestra announced that it would acquire Digicel’s Pacific unit with financial support
from the Australian, US, and Japanese governments.205

Limiting non-PRC media access to events involving PRC officials

On multiple occasions beginning in 2018, Chinese officials have sought to limit—sometimes
forcibly—local and international media outlets’ access to events involving PRC officials in and
across the region. Examples are the following:

e Papua New Guinea: In October 2018, PRC embassy staff in Port Moresby reportedly
removed journalists from the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and a local Papua
New Guinea media outlet who were trying to film the arrival of PRC Foreign Minister
Wang Yi at the airport. The outlets had been invited to film the event.206

e Papua New Guinea: During the November 2018 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit, the Chinese delegation prevented several accredited media outlets—including
ABC and a local newspaper, The National—from covering several events involving
Chinese leader Xi Jinping, including a dinner with his counterparts from eight Pacific
[slands.207

e  Fiji: During a Taiwan National Day celebration held at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva,
Fiji, on October 8, 2020, Chinese embassy staff clashed with Taiwanese diplomats and
obstructed journalists, leaving one Taiwan diplomat injured.208

e Solomon Islands, Kiribati, Samoa, and Fiji: During his May 2022 visits to Solomon
Islands, Kiribati, Samoa, and Fiji, PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi did not take questions
from Pacific Islands journalists, who were instructed at the beginning of each press
conference that no questions would be permitted.2® During Wang’s press conference
with Fiji's prime minister, Chinese officials blocked and shouted down Pacific
journalists who attempted to ask questions.210
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China not alone in blocking Pacific Island reporters

It is worth noting that China is not the only country to have blocked Pacific Island reporters from

accessing foreign leaders. At the 2025 Pacific Islands Forum leaders meeting in Solomon Islands,

Australian officials blocked Pacific Island journalists from attending Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese’s press conference. Only Australian reporters were allowed to attend the press

conference. The move was met with strong opposition from Pacific Island journalists, with the chair

of a regional media organization calling it “shameful.”2"!

Offers of money and equipment

CNA has identified several publicly reported instances of the PRC government disbursing

money and equipment to local Pacific Island media outlets, including the following examples:

Solomon Islands: In July 2022, the PRC government gave a Solomon Islands media
outlet funding to upgrade aging equipment. The proposal, which was submitted by the
outlet to the PRC embassy in Honiara for 1,150,000 Solomon Islands dollars
(US$206,300), stated that the aging equipment was “curtailing news flow about China’s
generous and lightning economic and infrastructure development in Solomon
Islands.””212 During a discussion with CNA, an Australian journalist indicated that the
PRC embassy disbursed this funding in exchange for positive coverage of China.213

Solomon Islands: Also in 2022, the PRC embassy in Honiara reportedly gave another
Solomon Islands media outlet $27,400 in cash to pay for new equipment. Previously, in
2019, the embassy had given the same outlet nearly $12,000 worth of equipment,
including computers.214

Tonga: In 2019, the PRC embassy in Tonga provided the Tonga Broadcasting
Commission (TBC), a government-owned broadcasting station, with an assistance
grant for renovating a corridor in the TBC building.215

Vanuatu: In July 2025, the Hong Kong-based GX Foundation donated media equipment
to a local Vanuatu media outlet.21¢ GX Foundation is an NGO that carries out Belt and
Road Initiative projects and is chaired by a vice chairman of the National Committee of
the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, a political advisory body
overseen by the CCP.217
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“One of the things we have asked for [of the Australians] is infrastructure support. Like, at some
stage, we said, look we've got so much training. Can we have some equipment?...We're not even
asking for $100,000, we're asking for a few cameras here, some computers, some things to just
help us with our work....We don’t have the equipment we're getting trained for. So, it's not
matching....That has opened up some room with China.”

—Stanley Simpson, director, Mai TV, Fiji

3.5 Individual-level tactics

PRC-sponsored trips

PRC government-sponsored trips to China for Pacific Island media practitioners appear to be

common across the region. Through publicly available information and discussions with

subject matter experts, CNA identified specific instances of journalists from the Cook Islands,
the FSM, Fiji, Kiribati, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu attending PRC
government-sponsored trips to China. These trips ranged in length from one week to four

months and often included meetings with PRC foreign affairs and propaganda officials and

journalism training and seminars. Details surrounding the training content are typically very

limited. Examples of such trips are the following:

In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State Council Information Office
hosted journalists from PNG, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, and the FSM for a weeklong tour of
China. 218

In 2023, journalists from PNG, Fiji, Kiribati, and Vanuatu participated in a four-month
training program in China.?19

In May 2025, a Samoan media practitioner joined 25 other international media leaders
and experts on a 10-day seminar program across China. The trip was organized by the
International Department of the CCP Central Committee.220

In June 2025, six journalists from five media outlets in Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu, Nauru, and
Solomon Islands participated in an exchange program in Beijing for international
journalists. During the program, the journalists met with the director of the Pacific
Island Division within the PRC’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.22!

Many of these trips were organized by the China International Press Communication Center

(CIPCC), an outreach program that seeks to educate foreign journalists on China. CIPCC is

administered by the China Public Diplomacy Association, a nonprofit PRC organization that
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consists of scholars, experts, and influential personalities engaged in China’s public diplomacy.
The association is responsible for mobilizing, coordinating, and organizing public diplomacy
activities in support of China’s overall diplomatic efforts.222

Subject matter experts suggested that the trips do not appear to have a significant impact on
the views of journalists or the stories that participants write afterwards, instead describing the
trips as opportunities to travel. For instance, a media practitioner from the Cook Islands stated
that colleagues who had participated in trips to China might have published some cultural
stories following their travels but did not appear to write pro-China content as a result of the
trip.223 Barbara Dreaver, a New Zealand-based reporter who covers the Pacific Islands and has
facilitated training programs for Pacific Island journalists, noted that PRC-sponsored trips are
largely unsuccessful in shaping reporting due to the high turnover rate among journalists.224

Pressure to report (or refrain from reporting) specific content

CNA observed two instances of a PRC actor pressuring a Pacific Island media practitioner or
outlet to censor reporting or to publish specific content. According to investigative reporting
from the news website In-Depth Solomons, a diplomat from the PRC embassy in Honiara called
the owner of a local Solomon Islands newspaper in January 2024 with “concerns” after the
newspaper republished an article from ABC about Taiwan’s presidential election. Following
the call, the owner emailed the newspaper’s staff, stating that China is a “supporter” of the
paper and asking the staff to be “cautious of the news we publish especially with regards to
Taiwan’s election.” The Chinese embassy also sent the same newspaper and other Solomon
[slands news outlets an email asking for their cooperation in covering the Taiwan election and
requesting that they publish two articles about the election written by the PRC State Council
Taiwan Affairs Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At least two Solomon Islands outlets
published the two articles.225

Assertions that Fiji is free of influence

During the CNA-USP event in Suva, Fijian news editor Stanley Simpson said that he and five fellow
Fijian news editors had not experienced any efforts by China to “influence anything against media
principles.” 22® Following the event, the news website of the state-owned Fiji Broadcasting
Corporation published an article asserting that “China has been a strong and open partner” to
Fijilan media and has maintained “a level of transparency in its engagement.”2?
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4. How can observers assess the CCP’s
success?

The CCP is actively trying to expand its footprint in the media landscape of the Pacific Islands
in a variety of ways. The logical question is: Are these efforts achieving Beijing’s desired effect?
Influence is inherently difficult to define and therefore measure. However, it is possible to
determine whether Beijing’s efforts are resulting in the publication of China’s preferred
narratives by local media outlets. In this section, we offer a potential framework for assessing
the effectiveness of China’s efforts to influence local media outlets in the Pacific Islands.

China’s Master Narratives

Broadly speaking, the objectives of China’s global propaganda campaign are to foster a positive
image of China, counter and delegitimize its critics, and support Beijing’s efforts to achieve its
national goals. To achieve these objectives, Beijing has at least four enduring strategic narratives
that it tells about itself:?%8

“China is peaceful.” Beijing wants the world to believe that China is inherently peaceful, in order
to counter concerns about its growing military power and regional assertiveness.

“Cooperation with China is beneficial.” Beijing wants the international community to believe that
its approach to cooperation is mutually beneficial and a “win-win.” This narrative seeks to counter
criticism that its aid and investment practices are exploitative.

“China is a responsible member of the international community.” Officials point to China’s
contributions to peacekeeping operations, anti-piracy missions, and COVID-19 relief as evidence
of this claim. China’s media seek to portray China as a leader in the international community and
allay concerns that it seeks to reshape the global order.

“China is a better partner to developing countries.” China's state-run media frequently contrast
Beijing's approach to foreign policy and development with that of the United States and other
long-standing partner nations, portraying its aid as coming without strings attached or
“interference in a country’s internal affairs.” Beijing promotes this narrative to position China as the
partner of choice and to deflect criticism that its aid and investment practices are predatory and
exploitative.

In addition to these pro-China narratives, China’s media also reflexively seek to undermine and
delegitimize Beijing’'s competitors, especially the United States. Typical Chinese media
reporting on the United States and its partners and allies revolves around narratives such as the
following: The United States seeks to maintain its global hegemony; the US approach to
cooperation is self-serving; and US assistance to developing countries comes with political strings
attached.??
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4.1 Testing a notional framework

To get a general sense of the impact of China’s efforts, we selected a sample of media outlets
that had identifiable engagement with China state-run media. Our sample included 13 local
media outlets in 11 Pacific Islands that had at least one of the following types of engagement
with China state entities:

» Signed cooperation agreements with PRC state-run media
* Received money or equipment (to include potential investment) from PRC entities
* Engaged in content sharing or coproduction of content with PRC state-run media

We then examined the content that these outlets produced during a 60-day window (January
19-March 20, 2025), determined by the scope of our project for signs that they were serving
as routine channels for distribution of China’s narratives. Specifically, we looked for the
following:

* Republished content from the local PRC embassy

* Republished content produced by China’s state-run media outlets
*  Number of positive articles about China

*  Number of articles critical of China

Table 5 lists the media outlets in our sample, the type of engagement with China that we
identified, and the results of our survey.

Table 5.  Snapshot of selected local media outlets’ reporting during 60-day period (Jan. 19—
Mar. 20, 2025)

Published Published | # Positive

PRC PRC Articles # Articles
Type of Embassy Media About Critical of
Media Outlet (Country) Engagement Content Content China China
Solomon Star (Solomon Received funds No No 34 3
Islands)
Savali News (Samoa) Content sharing; Yes Yes 18 0
possible joint
production
Island Sun (Solomon Received funds and No No 16 1
Islands) equipment
Samoa Observer (Samoa) Content Yes No 8 3
sharing/paid
content
Fiji Sun (Fiji) Content sharing No No 3 0
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Published Published # Positive
PRC PRC Articles # Articles

Type of Embassy Media About Critical of
Media Outlet (Country) Engagement Content Content China China

Solomon Islands Cooperation
Broadcasting Corporation agreement
(Solomon Islands)
Fiji Times (Fiji) Content sharing No No 2 0
Broadcasting Corporation Received No No 1 0
of Niue (Niue) equipment
Vanuatu Broadcasting and Cooperation No No 1 1
Television Corporation agreement
(Vanuatu)
National Broadcasting Content sharing; No No 0 0
Corporation (PNG) received funds
Tia Belau (Palau) Joint venture No No 0 0
(failed)

Tahiti Nui TV (French Joint production No No 1 5
Polynesia)

Source: CNA.

4.2 Initial takeaways

This very limited look at content produced by media outlets that have been at the receiving
end of China’s overtures suggests that Beijing is having some success promoting pro-China
narratives, but it is uneven. At one end of the spectrum is Savali News (Samoa), which published
content from the PRC embassy, republished content from PRC state-run media, published 18
stories that portrayed China positively, and included zero stories that were critical of China.230
Of the 13 media outlets we examined, it was the only one for which we found evidence of all
four indicators. The Solomon Star published more stories about China than any of the other
media outlets during the 60-day timeframe that we examined. The overwhelming majority of
these stories—31 out of 34—portrayed China positively. Two other outlets also published a
significant number of positive stories about China with comparatively little critical coverage.
Solomon Islands’ Island Sun published 16 positive news stories about China and only one story
containing critical coverage. Samoa Observer both republished PRC embassy content and
published more positive stories (8) than critical stories (3) about China. Four other outlets
published only positive stories about China during the period examined, but the number of
stories was limited to between 1 and 3.
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It is worth noting that most of the media outlets in our sample—9 out of 13—did not devote a
significant amount of coverage to China. Three outlets did not publish any stories focused on
China during the period examined, and six others published six or fewer stories. This suggests
that one potential factor limiting China’s efforts to disseminate its messages to local audiences
may be a general lack of interest in stories about China.

4.3 Looking ahead

The notional framework for tracing the potential impact of engagement with China on local
media reporting offered in this section is just a first step. Expanding the monitoring window
beyond the 60 days that we were able to examine would provide a clearer and more detailed
picture of the frequency with which China’s preferred narratives are reaching audiences in the
Pacific Islands via local media outlets. Expanding the scope of analysis to include other
indicators such as negative stories about China’s critics would also provide additional insight
into the extent to which Beijing is attempting to bias audiences in the Pacific Islands against
long-standing partners such as Australia, New Zealand, the United States, and Japan.
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5. Conclusion

5.1 What is unique about China’s efforts?

One question that we were repeatedly asked during our research was: “How is what China is
doing to engage media in the Pacific Islands different from what other countries are doing?”
After all, other countries also provide journalists with training opportunities, fund travel, and
invest in ICT infrastructure development. Based on our research, China’s approach to engaging
media in the Pacific Islands is notable in three ways:

e Scope. Beijing is employing a wide variety of tactics, techniques, and actors to shape
the regional media landscape, and it touches nearly every country we looked at. We
identified activities aimed at engaging media at the state, organizational, and individual
levels in at least 8 of the 15 countries that we examined. China’s vast state-run media
complex and propaganda system play a key role in these efforts. China’s tactics run the
gamut from offering cash to physically blocking access to PRC officials and disrupting
public events.

e Lack of transparency. The way in which Beijing engages with Pacific Island
governments and media lacks transparency. Details about bilateral media cooperation
agreements were consistently unavailable. In addition, unlike long-standing partners
such as Australia, New Zealand, the United States, and Japan, China does not make
details about funding public, so it is unclear how much money Beijing is funneling into
the region’s media.

e Objectives. Perhaps the greatest difference lies in the objectives of China’s efforts.
China’s engagement with Pacific media is primarily aimed at shaping public discussion
in ways that further China’s interests—not at supporting media development for its
own sake. With one of the least free media environments in the world, China is poorly
positioned to support the development of independent professional media.231

A critical implication of these differences for Pacific Islands media practitioners is that the
short-term benefits of China’s assistance carry the long-term risk of eroding their autonomy
and missing opportunities to develop lasting solutions to the challenges that they face.

5.2 Gauging China’s progress

Our research suggests that China has had some success shaping local media discussion in the
Pacific Islands, but this success has been relatively limited and uneven. Veteran Pacific
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journalist Barbara Dreaver offered the assessment that “China has pockets of influence, but it
is not widespread at all.”232 This mixed success is due to a combination of factors that present
China with challenges and opportunities for pursuing its objectives in the media landscape.

Factors that limit China’s impact
Factors that limit China’s impact on local media landscapes include the following:

e Limited resonance of state-run media. Chinese state-run media has not yet
established a strong reach in the region and does not compete with established sources
of news such as ABC, RNZ, or TVNZ.

e Suspicion of China. Experts and media practitioners mentioned a variety of suspicions
about China, including concerns that China is looking to export authoritarianism,
exploit local economies, and capture political elites, and that it is anti-Christian.

e Strength of journalistic
Multiple Pacific journalists voiced their
their

independence and journalistic integrity.

norms.

“We are open to partnerships, but we will
resist or reject any attempt to influence us
or affect our independence. Now we need
to be held to that standard, and the public

commitment to maintaining

Local media practitioners and experts

described journalists in the region as
“courageous” and “proud” and unlikely
to be susceptible to undue influence.

Lack of interest in China. China’s
efforts tend to be focused on promoting
stories about China. Our research
suggests that local audiences are more
interested in things that are happening
closer to home and may not have alarge

appetite for China-centric news.

needs to keep us to that standard.... We
don't want to fall into a trap because we
want to hold on to our integrity. We are
indeed watching the activities and events
that the Chinese are involved in. We're
seeing some evidence of elite capture
almost similar to what other countries are
doing. But | think the Chinese are doing it
much better.”

—Stanley Simpson, director, Mai TV, Fiji

o (ontinued engagement of long-standing partners. Media development programs
such as Australia’s PACMAS and training programs run by New Zealand’s Pacific
Cooperation Broadcasting Limited and TVNZ, as well as new and innovative business
models such as that represented by Pasifika TV, continue to figure prominently in the
regional media landscape and bolster the region’s independent press.

Factors that could work in China’s favor

Despite these constraints, there are multiple factors that have the potential to work in China’s
favor and bear close monitoring going forward. These factors include the following:
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o Financial state of regional media. Local experts and media practitioners described
the financial state of the region’s media as being the worst it has been in history. The
dire straits of the region’s media outlets may make them more receptive to China’s
offers of funds in order to avoid shutting down.

e Staffing challenges. Many subject matter experts cited high attrition rates in Pacific
newsrooms, low salaries in the media sector, and inexperience among Pacific
journalists as key challenges to Pacific media outlets’ resilience and survival.

e Frustration with long-standing partners. Some Pacific media practitioners
expressed frustration with the types of support they receive from long-standing
partners and the amount of time it takes those partners to respond to requested
adjustments. They also expressed concern about the US review of its foreign assistance
programs and the impact that it will have on the support that Pacific media receive.

e The decisions of Pacific Island

governments. Perhaps the most “The biggest threat to Pacific media right now, and

that opens them up to other influences, is the
made by Pacific leaders. Several restrictions and control that [are] being put on them
local experts and media by their own governments and by the region....The
practitioners suggested to us pattern | am seeing now is as bad as it was in the
that, given the political culture of early 2000s to 2008....In the last year, | have noticed
many Pacific Islands, China has a huge difference in control.”

had the greatest success shaping —Barbara Dreaver, Pacific correspondent, TVNZ
media discussion in countries

significant factor is the decisions

where it has managed to
cultivate close ties with the political elite, such as Solomon Islands, Nauru, and Kiribati.

Given the rapidness with which the region’s media landscape is evolving and the intensity of
Beijing’s efforts, China’s footprint could expand quickly, depending on how these factors play
out over the near term. Although Beijing may be limited to “pockets of influence” now, its
influence is likely to grow.
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Appendix: Country Media Landscape
Overviews

Cook Islands

e Total population (2024 est.): 16,800 (residents)?233

e Official languages: English and Cook Islands Maori234

e Literacy rate (2016): 95 percent?*®

e Internet penetration (2021): 64.8 percent?236

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2021 est.):
100237

Regulations on the media and information environment in the Cook Islands. The Cook
[slands has a strong sense of press freedom and the role of the press as the fourth estate. Its
constitution guarantees freedom of speech and expression,238 and it was the first Pacific Island
nation to introduce freedom of information legislation.z3 The government does not appear to
seek to control media narratives or actors through extensive policies or regulatory framework,
and none of the islands’ media organizations are owned by the government.240

However, some instances of tension between the government and journalists have occurred.
In 2020, Cook Island politicians proposed a motion to ban Rashneel Kumar, the editor of the
privately owned Cook Islands News, from parliament for writing a story that exposed the travel
privileges enjoyed by spouses of members of parliament from the outer islands. The politicians
dropped the proposed ban after an international outcry arose and Speaker of Parliament Nikki
Rattle found Kumar’s story to be factual.24!

Regulations on foreign actors in the Cook Islands’ media and information environment.
Some limitations restrict, but do not fully prevent, foreign actors in the domestic information
environment. For instance, nonlocal entities seeking to provide media services in the Cook
Islands are required to register with the Business Trade and Investment Board. By law, the hire
or sale of audio and video production is a “reserved investment area” for Cook Islanders
only.242
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PRC presence in the Cook Islands’ media and
information environment. As shown in Table 6,
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) embassy has
engaged with the local press in the Cook Islands and
local reporters have participated in PRC
government-sponsored media trips to China. In
September 2024, a press release from the Cook
Islands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration
reported that the PRC and the Cook Islands were in

Spotlight: Evidence that China is
uninterested in acquiring local
media outlets?

The Cook Islands News was put up for
sale in July 2023 and remains for sale
as of August 2025.243

the process of finalizing a “cooperation arrangement,” with potential areas for cooperation

including digital connectivity, infrastructure, and cultural exchanges.24* The two sides formally
signed the Action Plan 2025-2030 for the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the
Cook Islands and the People’s Republic of China in February 2025. In the text of the agreement
released by the Cook Islands’ government, the two sides pledge that they will “promote cultural

exchanges between our creative industries, including through training and capacity building

for the Cook Islands in film making and creative industries.”245 Table 6 describes some of
China’s activities in Cook Islands media; Table 7 lists Cook Islands media outlets.

Table 6. China's activities in the Cook Islands’ media and information environment

Typeof Activity | Evidence

State-level bilateral media .
cooperation agreements

Chinese state-run media .
availability and presence

In September 2024, the Cook Islands government reported
that the PRC and the Cook Islands were in the process of
finalizing a cooperation agreement that included digital
connectivity, infrastructure, and cultural exchanges.246
According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and
participating countries (including the Cook Islands) agreed to
expand cooperation and exchanges in media.?*’ Details
regarding this proposed cooperation are not available.

The 2025 agreement Action Plan 2025-2030 for the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the Cook
Islands and the People’s Republic of China includes training
and capacity building in film making and creative
industries. 4

China Global Television Network (CGTN) is available in the
Cook Islands through Sky Pacific.?4

In the context of original reporting, local media outlets such
as the Cook Islands News references reporting by Chinese
state-run media and reprint images from Xinhua and China
Central Television (CCTV).2%0
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Typeof Activity | Evidence

e On at least one occasion, the PRC ambassador to New
Zealand, the Cook Islands, and Niue has accepted an
interview from a local Cook Islands media outlet.?*

e According to subject matter experts from the region,
reporters from a Cook Island media outlet have attended all-
expense paid trips to China.

Embassy engagement with
local media

PRC government-
sponsored media trips to
China

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets
Table 7.

Outlet

Cook Islands Herald
(https://www.facebook.co
m/CooklslandsHerald/)

Cook Islands News
(https://www.cookislandsn

ews.com/)

Cook Islands Television
(CITV)

(Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com

/cookislandstelevisionnew

s/)

Matariki FM
(https://thenonstopradio.c
om/radio/matariki-fm)

Radio Cook Islands

Cook Islands media outlets

Type of
Media

Newspaper

Newspaper

TV,
free-to-air

Radio

Radio

Description

Locally produced content,
often critical of the
government; some content
on regional issues published
from New Zealand Herald
World News?>?
English-language news from
Rarotonga and the outer
islands; publishes six days
per week with a daily paid
circulation of 2,300

De facto national station;
content includes local and
international news, dramas,
documentaries, and some
content from Australia;>*®
live streams several
broadcasts per week on
Facebook?>’

Primarily Polynesian music;

rebroadcasts some news and

other programs from Radio
New Zealand Pacific (RNZ
Pacific)2*°

A "responsive source of
news” and an outlet for

Ownership
Owned by George
Pitt of Pitt Media
Group, a family-
owned media
company?>3

Privately owned by
Cook Islands News
Ltd.; John Woods, a
New Zealand
national, acts as
publisher?>®
Owned by Elijah
Communications
Ltd., which, as of
2013, was a
subsidiary of Pitt
Media?%®

Owned by Mervin
Communications
Ltd.260

Acquired by Elijah
Communications, a
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Outlet

Sky Pacific TV, paid
(http://www.skypacific.tv/)

Vaka TV TV,
(https://www.vakatv.com/)  free-to-air

Description

Cook Islands culture and
language; approximately
80% of content broadcast in
Cook Islands Maori; 2
hourly news programs and
content from RNZ Pacific?6?
Offers more than 25 foreign
television channels,
including CGTN, to
subscribers?4

Content sourced from
international networks
(including Australia) and
local material; broadcasts
live streamed on YouTube?%®

Ownership
company with
religious
connections?®?

Owned by Digicel
Pacific, which was
acquired by
Australian
telecommunications
company Telstra in a
deal partially
financed through
Australian, Japanese,
and US government
support?®®

Owned and operated
by Dave and Vina
Reuther?®’

Source: CNA.
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Federated States of Micronesia

e Total population (2024): 99,6032%8

e Official language: English?®°

e Literacy rate (2024): 95.1 percent?”°

e Internet penetration (2023): 40.4 percent?’!

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people,
2021 est.): 19772

Regulations on media and information environment in the FSM. The constitution of the
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) “provides for freedom of expression but does not refer
specifically to speech or the press.”?73 The government, however, generally respects these
rights, and, according to Freedom House, the “news media operate freely.” 274 The 2014
Telecom Act established an independent regulatory authority—the Telecommunication
Regulations Authority—to “promote competition, ensure that prices reflect efficient costs,
manage universal access, and provide oversight and management of the telecommunications
sector.”275

Regulations on foreign actors in the FSM’s media and information environment. The
country’s regulatory environment provides low barriers to entry for foreign entities to
establish a media presence locally or to transmit content from afar. The Division of
Communications within the Department of Transportation, Communications, and
Infrastructure is responsible for licensing and reviewing ownership transactions—particularly
those that “could diminish the level of competition in a relevant market.” 276 The
telecommunications industry in the FSM is open to foreign investment; it is one of five
economic sectors on a national “green list,” which indicates sectors that are easy to access and
invest in.277

PRC presence in the FSM’s media and information environment. Despite the FSM’s close
relationship with the United States as a Compact of Free Association (COFA) state, the PRC has
engaged in several activities in the FSM’s media and information environment, as
demonstrated in Table 8. Table 9 shows FSM’s local media outlets.
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Table 8. China's activities in the FSM media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral e  According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC Foreign

media cooperation Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and participating countries

agreements (including the FSM) agreed to expand cooperation and exchanges in
media.?’® Details regarding this proposed cooperation are not
available.

e In 2024, China Media Group (CMG) signed an MOU on cooperation
with the Public Information Office of the Micronesian Presidency.
According to the CMG release on the MOU, the agreement is meant
to advance media cooperation between the two countries.?”®

e Also in 2024, the two countries agreed to broaden cooperation in
media and other fields, according to a joint statement.?®

e Details of these agreements are not publicly available.

Embassy e Officials at the at the Chinese Embassy in the FSM frequently publish

engagement with articles in an FSM news outlet.?8"

local media

PRC government- e In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State Council

sponsored media Information Office hosted journalists from Papua New Guinea (PNG),

trips to China Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, and the FSM for a weeklong tour of China.?®?
Source: CNA.

Local media outlets
Table 9. FSM media outlets

Type of
Outlet Media Description Ownership
Internet Protocol TV, paid Coverage in Pohnpei, Chuuk, Owned by FSM
Television (IPTV)- and Yap; carries Chinese Telecommunication
PacificaTV channel Xing Kong as well as Corporation
(https://www.fsmtc.fm/ NHK (Japan Broadcasting (FSMTC),%®* a state-
cable/IPTV) Corporation), TV Monde, Al owned company?8

Jazeera, and CNN283

MyTV Kosrae TV, paid Coverage is available to most ~ Owned by FSMTC?288

villages in Kosrae, except
Walung village;?® carries
same channels as PacificaTV2¥’
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Kaselehlie Press
(https://issuu.com/kpre
ssfsm)

V6AH, Pohnpei
(Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.c
om/V6AHPOHNPEL/)

V6AI, Yap

V6AJ, Kosrae

V6AK, Chuuk

Radio

Radio

Radio

Radio

Newspaper

Description

The FSM's sole newspaper,
based in Pohnpei; published

fortnightly?8®

Broadcasts segments from the
Office of the Speaker of the

Pohnpei State Legislature,

Office of the Governor, Office

of the President, and US
Embassy?®’

Local news

Local news

Local news

Ownership

As of January 2025,
the managing editor is
William Jaynes?®

Owned and operated
by the government of
the FSM'’s Pohnpei
State (Pohnpei Public
Broadcasting
Corporation), in
partnership with
FSMTC?%?

Owned and operated
by the government of
the FSM's Yap State
(Yap Public
Broadcasting Station),
in partnership with
FSMTC?%3

Owned and operated
by the government of
the FSM's Kosrae State
(Kosrae Public
Broadcasting Station),
in partnership with
FSMTC?%4

Owned and operated
by the government of
the FSM’s Chuuk State
(Chuuk Public
Broadcasting Station),
in partnership with
FSMTC?2%

Source: CNA.
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G
-

e Total population (2024 est.): 951,611

e Official languages: English, iTaukei (Fijian),
Fiji Hindi%’

e Literacy rate (2018): 99.1 percent?%®

e Internet penetration (2022): 85.2 percent®¥

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100
people, 2021 est.): 1073%

Regulations on media and information environment in Fiji. The Fijian Constitution (2013)
upholds the right to freedom of speech, expression, thought, opinion, and publication.30! In the
past, the Media Industry Development Act had been used to ban reporting that was critical of
the government or deemed harmful to public order. However, this act was repealed in 2023.302

Regulations on foreign actors in Fiji’'s media and information environment. Since the
repeal of the Media Industry Development Act, it appears that no legal restrictions remain on
foreign actors in the Fijian media environment. Before the Act’s repeal, the Fijian government
sought to amend the decree by doing away with its punitive aspects while retaining restrictions
that prohibited foreign ownership of media organizations. Specifically, these restrictions
required that the editors of media organizations be residents of Fiji and that 90 percent of the
ultimate beneficial ownership of a media organization be held by Fijian citizens.303 However,
the proposed continuation of ownership restrictions was opposed by the Fiji Media Association,
which advocated for a complete repeal.304

PRC presence in Fiji’'s media and information environment. PRC media entities have a
pronounced presence in Fiji, as documented in Table 10. Until January 2024, when Xinhua
established a bureau in Nauru, Fiji had been home to the only Xinhua bureau in the Pacific
Island countries.305 The Fiji bureau was established in 2011 and continued to operate while
the Media Industry Development Act, which restricted foreign media activity in Fiji, was in
effect. In fact, in 2018, Xinhua and China Daily were the only foreign media outlets allowed to
operate in Fiji.30¢ CGTN is also available in Fiji through Sky Pacific.307 Table 10 shows PRC
media involvement in Fiji; Table 11 lists Fijian media outlets.
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Spotlight: PRC efforts to discredit Australian reporting in 2024

As detailed by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), in spring 2024, 60 Minutes Australia
aired a report that investigated links between organized crime and Chinese policing in Fiji.3% In
response, the PRC embassy in Fiji released two videos in which it cast the investigation as “full of
false accusations,” questioned 60 Minutes Australia's "news ethics,” and suggested that the
investigation was instigated by Canberra to hinder Fiji-China ties.3% Articles published in state-run
PRC media echoed these claims.?’® Some Fijian media outlets reported on the incident, including
information about both the 60 Minutes Australia investigation and the response from the PRC
embassy in Suva, Fiji's capital.3"’

Table 10. China’s activities in Fiji’'s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral media e According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC

cooperation agreements Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and
participating countries (including Fiji) agreed to expand
cooperation and exchanges in media.?'? Details regarding this
proposed cooperation are not available.

e In September 2025, the Chinese ambassador to Fiji and the

Fijian Minister for Information agreed to cooperate in digital
and multimedia development. China will reportedly help the
Ministry tackle misinformation, train Ministry officers as
multimedia journalists, and set up a multimedia studio. Further
details on the cooperation are not available.?"

Chinese state-run media e CGTN is available in Fiji through Sky Pacific.3'

availability and presence e Xinhua has a bureau in Suva.?"

Content sharing and e Xinhua and China Daily established a news exchange
coproduction among agreement with a Fijian paper.3®

Chinese state-run media e Xinhua content is republished by a Fijian paper.3"”

and local media outlets e Media outlets from Guangdong have reportedly codeveloped

at least one TV program, called “Fiji Face-to-Face,” with
unnamed Fijian media outlets.38
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Type of Activity
Embassy engagement with
local media

PRC government-
sponsored media trips to
China

Possible involvement in
constructing, operating,
and financing local
information and
communications
technology (ICT)
infrastructure

Offers of funding or
equipment to media
outlets and organizations

Evidence
The PRC ambassador to Fiji has published articles in a Fijian
news outlet,'® accepted interviews from Fijian media outlets (as
well as media outlets from other PICs),32° and met with the
leadership of several Fijian media organizations.3?!
Officials at the PRC embassy to Fiji have accepted interviews
and fielded questions from Fijian reporters, and they have
briefed Fijian media outlets on developments in China and
Chinese-Fijian relations.3??
In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State
Council Information Office hosted journalists from PNG, Fiji,
Samoa, Tonga, and the FSM for a weeklong tour of China.??3
In 2023, journalists from PNG, Fiji, Kiribati, and Vanuatu
participated in a four-month exchange program in China
organized by the China International Press Communication
Center.324
In 2024, journalists from Vanuatu, PNG, and Fiji attended a
four-month tour of China organized by the China International
Press Communication Center and the China Public Diplomacy
Association.3?>
In June 2025, six journalists from five media outlets in Tonga,
Fiji, Vanuatu, Nauru, and Solomon Islands participated in an
exchange program in Beijing for international journalists
coordinated by the China International Press Communication
Center. During the program, the PIC journalists met with the
Director of the Pacific Island Division within the PRC's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.3%6
According to a joint statement of an August 2024 meeting
between PRC President Xi Jinping and Fijian Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka, the PRC and Fiji agreed to expand exchange
and cooperation in infrastructure, capacity building, and
cultural promotion. Whether this conversation has led to any
tangible outcomes is unclear.3?

In 2011, the PRC ambassador to Fiji gifted various media
equipment, including 10 portable computers, 20 cameras, 10
desktop computers, and 10 TVs, to the Fijian government.38

Source: CNA.
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Local media outlets

Table 11.  Fiji media outlets
Type of

Outlet Media
FBC Radio Radio
(https://www.fbocnews.c
om.fj/)
FBC TV TV,
(https://www.focnews.c  free-to-air
om.fj/)
Fiji Daily Newspaper
(Feiji Ribao; £ H k)
Fiji One News TV,
(https://fijionenews.co free-to-air
m.fj/)
Fiji Sun Newspaper
(https://fijisun.com.fj)
Fiji Times Newspaper

(https://www.fijitimes.c

om/)

Description
Broadcasts a total of six

radio stations, two in each of

the three major languages;
includes local and

international content, sports,

and music3%®
Content in three national

languages and more than 30

local shows for free-to-air

channels; content from ABC,

Al Jazeera, and (New
Zealand government-
funded) Pasifika also
broadcast?3"
Chinese-language

newspaper published by Fiji

Sun, with office in Suva;333
member of the Global

Chinese Media Cooperation
Union, which is operated by

the United Front Work
Department334

Local and regional focus;
sports336

Pro—Fiji First party;
broadcasts domestic and
regional news; has
information-sharing

agreements with Xinhua; has

republished content from
Xinhua and China Daily*3®

Domestic and regional news;

has republished Xinhua
content340

Ownership
State-owned (Fiji
Broadcasting
Corporation)33°

State-owned (Fiji
Broadcasting
Corporation)33?

Feng Liu and Michael
Hong Lian Yang were
coproprietors as of
20183%

Fiji Television Limited33’

CJ Patel Group, a
consortium of investors
in regional businesses33°

Motibhai Group
(previously Rupert
Murdoch’s News
Corp.)**
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Outlet

Type of

Media

Description

Ownership

Fijivillage News Private news site;**? primarily = Communications Fiji
(https://www fijivillage.c = website covers domestic news and Limited, associated with
om/) sports, with some coverage FM96, LegendFM, VitiFM,
of world news3# Navtarang, and Radio
Sargam (see next row)344
FM96, LegendFM, Radio Broadcasts in three major Communications Fiji
VitiFM, Navtarang, and languages; airs music and Limited
Radio Sargam news programs
(https://www fijivillage.c
om/)
Mai TV v Reaches 90% of Fiji's islands ~ Co-owned by Stanley
via the government-owned Simpson and the New
Walesi platform. Broadcasts ~ Methodist Church3+
local, Pacific, and
international content, with a
primary focus on major
sporting events such as the
Super Rugby and Pacific
Netball Series
Radio Pasifik Radio The official radio station of Run by students, with
(https://podcasters.spot the University of the South faculty support, at the
ify.com/pod/show/radi Pacific;3*¢ broadcasts Pacific ~ University of the South
opasifik) music, regional news, and Pacific348
other local content3#’
Sky Pacific TV, paid Offers more than 25 foreign ~ Owned by Digicel
(http://www.skypacific.t television channels, Pacific
v/) including CGTN, to
subscribers3#
The Jet Newspaper Newspaper Community newspaper The Jet receives
(https://www.thejetnew based in the tourism capital ~ “tremendous support”
spaper.com/) of Nadi3*° from the Nadi Town
Council and Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry3>
Source: CNA.
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French Polynesia

e Total population (2024 est.): 303,540%?
Official language: French3%3
Literacy: Unavailable
[ )
]

Internet penetration (2021 est.): 72.7 percent3>*
e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2022 est.):
3 10735
adkades

=

Regulations on media and information environment in French Polynesia. French
Polynesia is governed under the French Constitution, which protects both the freedom of
expression and freedom of the press.356 These freedoms are generally respected by local
governments in the French Territories. In French Polynesia, some restrictions on media were
imposed by then-President Gaston Flosse in the 1990s; these restrictions have since been
lifted.357

Regulations on foreign actors in French Polynesia’s media and information
environment. Although French Polynesia is governed by French national laws, the local
government controls specific policies and legislation on foreign investment and involvement.
As of 2019, foreign purchases of real estate in French Polynesia required French government
authorization.3s8

PRC presence in French Polynesia’s media and information environment. As shown in
Table 12, a Chinese state-run media outlet has coproduced content with a French Polynesian
outlet, and the Chinese Embassy has engaged with French Polynesian media outlets. Table 13
lists French Polynesian media outlets.

Table 12. China'’s activities in French Polynesia’s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Content sharing and e CGTN French has coproduced special programs with a French
coproduction among Polynesian television channel.3>°
Chinese state-run media and
local media outlets
Embassy engagement with e The Chinese Consul in Papeete has accepted interviews with
local media several French Polynesian news outlets.3%°

e On at least one occasion, the Chinese Consul has published an

article in a French Polynesian news outlet. 3¢’

Source: CNA.
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Local media outlets
Table 13.

French Polynesia media outlets

Description

Ownership

Outre-mer La Premieére
(La 1ére)
(https://lalere.francetvin

fo.fr/)

Radio 1 Tahiti
(https://www.radio1.pf/),
Tiare FM
(https://www.tiarefm.pf/)
Tahiti Nui TV (TNTV)
(https://www.tntv.pf/)

Tahiti-Infos
(https://www.tahiti-
infos.com/)

TV (free-
to-air),
radio, and
news
website

Radio

v

News
website
and
streaming
content

A network of radio and TV
stations operating in all

French overseas territories;
broadcasts local and French
news, as well as
entertainment programs
from France36?

Radio stations and websites;
primarily broadcast local
and regional news and
music3%4

French- and Tahitian-
language programs,
including news and
entertainment;% has also
had a "partnership” with
CGTN since 2016367

Free French-language
content added daily; covers
French Polynesia, France,
the Pacific, and
international news;3"°

likely derives significant
portion of revenue from
online advertising3”'

France Télévisions, the
French public national
broadcaster3®3

Sonia Aline is the
“director general” of
both Radio 1 Tahiti and
Tiare FM36>

Tahiti Nui TV's articles
of incorporation
mandate that at least
50% and no more than
85% of the company be
owned by the
government of French
Polynesia;*®® current
publication director is
Karl Tefaatau3®°

Fenua Communications;
director is Sarah Moux,
and manager is her
father Albert Moux,3"2
who is also CEO and
majority owner of
Pacific Energy; as of
2017, his son, Patrick
Moux, was president of
Vodafone in French
Polynesia3"3

Source: CNA.
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e Total population (2024 est.): 116, 54537
e Official languages: I-Kiribati, English37>

e Lliteracy: Unavailable

e Internet penetration (2021 est.): 54 percent3’®
e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people,

2022 est.): 49377

Regulations on media and information environment in Kiribati. The Kiribati constitution
protects freedom of expression.378 In practice, this freedom is generally respected; however,
the media do face some restrictions. 379 The Kiribati government passed the Newspaper
Registration Act in 1988, requiring newspapers to register with the government. An
amendment to the act passed in 2002 requires that nothing can be printed that “offends against
good taste or decency or is likely to encourage or incite to crime or to lead to disorder or to be
offensive to public feeling.”380 Most major media outlets are state owned, but a small number
of private outlets and foreign radio services are also available.38!

Regulations on foreign actors in Kiribati’'s media and information environment.
Following decentralization in 1993, the information environment has been open to foreign
actors. Actors broadcasting content through any form of telecommunications network are
required to obtain a license from the Telecommunications Authority of Kiribati.382 According
to the Communications Act (2012), once approved and licensed to operate in Kiribati, any actor
who uses communications networks or media services to transmit messages that are false or
offensive is liable to be fined up to US$1,000 and/or imprisoned for up to three months.383
According to the Foreign Investment Act (2018), no restrictions on foreign actors owning or
operating telecommunications or media businesses exist. However, all foreign investments
must receive prior approval from the Kiribati government.38+

According to media reporting, Kiritbati’s government has restricted the access of foreign
journalists. After a ferry sank in waters near Kiribati in January 2018, the Kiribati government
delayed or revoked permits for foreign media out of concern that their reporting could be
critical of the government. These actions specifically targeted media actors from New Zealand
and Australia.385 Similarly, in 2019, Australian journalists who had arrived in Kiribati to cover
the nation’s decision to cease its recognition of Taiwan were restricted to their hotel because
they allegedly lacked the requisite permits.38¢ More recently, in 2024, the government banned
foreign diplomatic visits in the run-up to the national election amid tensions with Western
countries over Kiribati's deepening ties to China. Kiribati subsequently lifted the ban, and US
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diplomats have since returned to the country.387 Although not directed at the media, the move

suggests a continued sensitivity to potential foreign criticism.388

PRC presence in Kiribati’s media and information environment. China’s official foreign
broadcaster CGTN is available for free via the main national television broadcaster, Kiri One

TV. The Kiribati government has agreed to media cooperation and exchanges with the PRC, and

journalists from Kiribati have already participated in exchange programs in China. The PRC

embassy actively engages with local media, as shown in Table 14. Meanwhile, Table 15 lists

Kiribati’s media outlets.

Table 14. China’s activities in Kiribati's media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Chinese state-run media
availability and presence
State-level bilateral media
cooperation agreements

Embassy engagement with
local media

PRC government-sponsored
media trips to China

In May 2024, CGTN and CCTV became available in Kiribati for
free through Kiri One TV.38°

Kiribati agreed to expand media cooperation and exchanges
with China in the 2025 Joint Statement of the Third China-
PIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.3%

The PRC embassy in Kiribati has published articles in local
newspapers*' and held briefings for local media outlets.3%?
The PRC ambassador to Kiribati has been interviewed by
local media.3%3

In 2023, journalists from PNG, Fiji, Kiribati, and Vanuatu
participated in a four-month exchange program in China
organized by the China International Press Communication
Center.3%

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets

Table 15. Kiribati media outlets

Newair FM 89 Radio

Description Ownership

Primarily music, with some Owned by Kiribati's
limited news and other local founding president,
content3% leremia Tabai, and a

board of shareholders32¢
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Radio Kiribati/BPA
News

(https:/ https://right-
click.com.au/rcPlayer2/

index.php?c=kiribati

mw/news.bpa.org.ki/)

Te Uekera
(https://www.facebook

.com/uekera/)

Kiri One TV/Wave TV

Radio

Newspaper

TV, primarily
paid; one
free-to-air
channel

Description

Airs hourly news bulletins and
other local content, including
entertainment programs,
government bulletins, and
music;>*7 also rebroadcasts
Radio New Zealand (RNZ) news
bulletins39®

National newspaper with
content on local issues, gender,
sport, and regional and
international news; publishes in
I-Kiribati4°

Offers 22 paid channels with
primarily international content;
one free-to-air channel focuses
on local news and affairs*®2 and
broadcasts Pasifika TV4%3

Ownership
State-owned

(Broadcasting and
Publications
Authority)3°

State-owned by BPA%0!

Local ownership;
assisted by PNG-based
Click Pacific,%%* receives
support from the
Secretariat of the Pacific
Community’s Pacific
Way TV program and
Pasifika TV40

Source: CNA.
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Marshall Islands

e Total population (2024 est.): 33,2944%

e Official language: Marshallese*%’

e Literacy: 98.3 percent?®®

e Internet penetration (2023 est.): 66 percen

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people,
2021 est.): 38410

t409

Regulations on media and information environment in Marshall Islands. The government
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) generally respects the freedom of the press, with
state-affiliated media existing alongside private media. 41! The government mandates
registration and licensing for radio and TV station owners, and the National
Telecommunications Authority—a private corporation with significant ownership by the
government—has a monopoly on the building, installation, maintenance, and operation of all
domestic telecommunications services.412

Regulations on foreign actors in Marshall Islands’ media and information environment.
Under the Foreign Investment Business License Amendment Act of 2000, foreigners seeking to
invest in the RMI must apply for a Foreign Investment Business License and are restricted from
investing in certain small-scale businesses, such as bakeries, vehicle rentals, and laundromats.
Foreigners are also prohibited from purchasing land in the RMI; instead, they must lease land
from private landowners.*!3 No restrictions on foreign investment in RMI media outlets appear
to exist.

PRC presence in Marshall Islands’ media and information environment. The PRC appears
to have a limited presence in the Marshall Islands’ media and information environment, with
the only observed instance of PRC presence detailed in Table 16. The low level of presence may
be attributed in part to the suspension of diplomatic relations between the PRC and the
Marshall Islands in 1998 and the subsequent lack of a Chinese diplomatic presence in the
country. Table 17 lists Marshall Islands’ media outlets.

Table 16. China’s activities in the Marshall Islands’ media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Chinese state-run media e CCTV-4 is available through the Marshalls Broadcasting
availability and presence company, the Marshall Islands’ national television and radio
broadcaster.*™

Source: CNA.
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Local media outlets

Table 17.

Outlet

Marshall Islands media outlets

Description

Ownership

Armed Forces
Network
Kwajalein
(https://home.ar
my.mil/kwajalein

[?2cID=639)

POWER 103.5
FM
(https://www.fac
ebook.com/pow
er103.5fm/)
V7AB Radio
Marshall, AM
1098

MHTV

NTA Youtube
(https://www.yo
utube.com/@NT
AMedia)
Marshall Islands
Journal
(https://marshall
islandsjournal.co

m/)

Radio and TV

Radio

Radio

TV, paid

Online videos

Newspaper

TV channels showing
top-rated US television
shows from the four
major broadcast
networks and several
cable networks;*®
operates on Kwajalein
and Ebeye Islands*'®

Music and talk shows

Local public radio
established in 1960s

Subscription video on-
demand service with
more than 40 channels
of entertainment, news,
sports, and educational
content produced
overseas*!®

Videos of local cultural,
government, and
sporting events

Weekly print newspaper
with website

Armed Forces Radio and
Television Service, which is
operated by the United States
Army417

Six9Too Productions, an
audiovisual company

Government-funded public
service broadcaster*'®

National Telecommunications
Authority, a private corporation
whose majority shareholder is
the Marshall Islands
government#?°

Videos created by the National
Telecommunications Authority

Founded by American Joe
Murphy; owned by Murphy's
daughter, a Marshallese citizen*?!

Source: CNA.
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New Caledonia

e Total population (2024 est.): 304,167

Official language: French

Literacy rate (2015): 96.9 percent*??

Internet penetration (2021 est.): 82.0 percent

Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2021 est.):
90423

Regulations on media and information environment in New Caledonia. As an overseas
collectivity of France, New Caledonia is governed under a version of the French Constitution—
which protects both the freedom of expression and the freedom of the press—that was
modified through the 1998 Nouméa Accord to grant New Caledonia greater autonomy. 424
However, the reality of the media environment in New Caledonia is shaped by its long-standing
tensions over independence. According to the BBC, few neutral media outlets in New Caledonia
exist, with most tending toward polarization around the issue of independence. In mid-2013,
journalists from the daily newspaper Les Nouvelles Calédoniennes went on strike after
perceived political pressure from the French High Commissioner, whom they believed had
interfered with the paper’s independence and commitment to equitable political coverage.+25
New Caledonia also lacks laws that provide specific protection for journalists.426 During May
2024 riots and clashes between pro-independence and loyalist groups, journalists in New
Caledonia reported being harassed and even attacked by members of both camps. 427 In
response to the May 2024 unrest, the French government imposed a state of emergency in New
Caledonia, which included a temporary ban on the use of TikTok. 428 French authorities
asserted that the app was being used to spread disinformation. 429

Regulations on foreign actors in New Caledonia’s media and information environment.
France maintains the right and ability to review certain foreign investments in New Caledonia
related to critical infrastructure, electronic communications, and other installations pertaining
to national security.430

PRC presence in New Caledonia’s media and information environment. Despite sustained
efforts by the PRC to develop economic and political influence in New Caledonia, as
documented by New Zealand scholar Anne Marie-Brady, no publicly available evidence exists
of PRC presence in New Caledonia’s media and information environment.#3! However, we have
included a list of New Caledonian media outlets in Table 18.
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Local media outlets

Table 18. New Caledonia media outlets

Description

Ownership

Canal+ Caledonie
(https://www.canalplus-

caledonie.com/nc)

Outre-mer La Premiere
(La 1ere)
(https://lalere.francetvi
nfo.fr/)

Les Nouvelles
Calédoniennes
(https://www.Inc.nc/)

NRJ Nouvelle
Calédonie
(https://www.nrj.nc/)

Actu NC
(https://actu.nc/)

TV, paid

TV (free-to-
air), radio,
and news
website

Newspaper,
magazine,
news
website

Radio

News
website and
weekly
magazine*°

More than 150 channels for

subscribers, including

content from ABC, BBC, and

NHK World432

A network of radio and TV
stations operating in all
French overseas territories;

broadcasts local and French

news, as well as
entertainment programs
from France**

Local, regional, French, and
international news in print
and online; lifestyle and
culture magazines*3®

Music and entertainment
talk shows, primarily
targeting listeners age 15—
35439

News website and weekly
magazine covering local

politics, culture, economics,

and other issues*!

Canal+ Group, an
audiovisual media
group owned by French
media conglomerate
Vivendi*®

France Télévisions, the
French public national
broadcaster#®

Published by the New
Caledonian company
GD Connexion; current
president is Jean-Pierre
Dang, "publication
director” is Cédric de
Vives, and editor is
Nicolas Lebreton;*7 Les
Nouvelles
Calédoniennes is part of
the Groupe Melchior4®®
Part of the Groupe
Melchior

Owned by Société
ERIS#42

Source: CNA.
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_” e Total population (est. 2022): 2,000%43
e Official languages: Niuean and English

A
N e Literacy (2016): 99 percent**
e Internet penetration (est. 2022): 90 percen
e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2023 est.):
83.5%6

1445

Regulations on media and information environment in Niue. The constitution of Niue does
not guarantee speech or press freedoms; however, our research suggests that the government
respects these freedoms in practice.44” Furthermore, as of 2022, more than 90 percent of the
Niuean population used the internet, which the government does not appear to restrict or
censor.48 The government is the dominant actor in the small domestic information space,
given that no resource base exists to support an independent domestic press.449

Regulations on foreign actors in Niue’s media and information environment. Although no
restrictions on foreign investment appear to exist in any sector, foreign companies must
register with the Niuean government to lawfully invest or operate in the country.450

PRC presence in Niue’'s media and information environment. As shown in Table 19, there
exists some PRC involvement in Niue’s media and information landscape. Table 20 lists Niue’s
media outlets.

Table 19. China’s activities in Niue's media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral media e According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC

cooperation agreements Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and
participating countries (including Niue) agreed to
expand cooperation and exchanges in media.**' Details
regarding this proposed cooperation are not available.

Chinese state-run media e CGTN is available in Niue through Sky Pacific.4>

availability and presence

Embassy engagement with e The PRC ambassador to New Zealand, Cook Islands, and

local media Niue has been interviewed by the Broadcasting
Corporation of Niue.**3
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Type of Activity Evidence

Constructing, operating, e A 2022 press release from the PRC Embassy in New
and/or financing local ICT Zealand, Cook Islands, and Niue asserted that the PRC
infrastructure had provided unspecified support to Niue for radio and

television equipment maintenance.***

e In 2024, the Niuean government announced that the
PRC had provided equipment for Niue to upgrade the
broadcasting and television services of the state-owned
Broadcasting Corporation of Niue.*>> Details about the
equipment provided are not publicly available.

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets

Table 20. Niue media outlets

Outlet Type of Media | Description Ownership
Niue Star Newspaper Publishes weekly and Privately owned by Michael
covers local news**® Jackson, Niuean reporter

and former member of
Niuean parliament#’
Radio Sunshine Radio As of 2018, broadcasts State-owned (Broadcasting
(https://tvniue.com/) news bulletins from Corporation of Niue
RNZ Pacific and Radio (BCN))#>°
Australia*>®

Sky Pacific TV, paid Offers more than 25 Owned by Digicel Pacific
(http://www.skypacific. foreign television
tv/) channels, including

CGTN, to subscribers*60
Television Niue TV Rebroadcasts Pasifika Operated by state-owned
(https://tvniue.com/) TV;%6" also broadcasts BCN463

BCN news programs#*6?

Source: CNA.
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Palau

e Total population (2024): 21,8644

e Official languages: Palauan, English, Sonsorolese (in
Sonsoral State), Tobian (on Tobi Island), Angaur, and
Japanese (in Angaur State)?*%°

e Literacy rate (2015): 96.6 percent*®®

e Internet penetration (2024): 67 percen

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2022 est.):
133468

t467

Regulations on media and information environment in Palau. Speech and press freedoms
are protected by law in Palau, and the country has even championed media rights in the
broader region.469 The internet is not restricted or censored; however, access has traditionally
been hampered by high costs and a lack of connectivity outside the main islands.470 Although
the freedoms afforded to the press have supported the development of an independent media
sector, domestic outlets often face financial difficulties.4’! In a development condemned by the
International Federation of Journalists as a mark against press freedom in Palau, Palau’s largest
private corporation, Surangel and Sons Company, founded by the father of Palau’s President
Surangel Whipps Jr., announced it had lodged a defamation lawsuit against leading newspaper
Island Times and its publisher on October 31, 2024. Surangel and Sons lodged the suit in
response to an October 29, 2024, article that shared the company’s leaked tax documents.472
The Supreme Court of Palau dismissed the lawsuit in November 2025.473

Regulations on foreign actors in Palau’s media and information environment. Existing
regulations allow the government to manage both domestic and foreign actors in the
information environment. The country’s 2017 Telecom Law requires all operators of
telecommunications networks and services to obtain a license.*’* The law stipulates that “no
person...in Palau or between any place in Palau and any place outside Palau” can broadcast or
operate media services without the appropriate licensing.47> Foreign investors must receive
government approval and maintain no less than US$500,000 on the island in investments.476
Foreign investors are required to obtain a Foreign Investment Act Clearance and submit
necessary documentation, such as passport copies, personal financial statements, and a
detailed business plan.477

PRC presence in Palau’s media and information environment. Palau is one of three Pacific
[slands that maintains official diplomatic relations with Taiwan and does not recognize the PRC
(the other two are the Marshall Islands and Tuvalu). Although China does not have diplomatic
representation in Palau, we did identify one publicly reported example of attempted PRC
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involvement in Palau’s media landscape, as outlined in Table 21. Table 22 lists Palau’s media
outlets.

Table 21. China’s activities in Palau’s media and information environment

Type of Activity Activity

e In 2018, the founder of a Palauan newspaper and a local

Efforts by Chinese entities Chinese expatriate agreed to set up a new media group called
to invest in or purchase Palau Media Group. The largest shareholder in the new media
local media outlets group was a Chinese company affiliated with a Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) military and public security apparatus
called Overseas Chinese Big Data Group. The deal appears to
have failed under the economic pressures of the COVID-19
pandemic.4’8

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets

Table 22. Palau media outlets

Type of
Outlet Media Description Ownership
MBTV/Diaz Broadcasting TV, Broadcasts interviews of Owned and
Palau YouTube domestic political figures operated by former
(https://www.youtube.com/ch = channel conducted by the station Palauan senator
annel/UCaE saUJJjtTsn59- owner, Alfonso Diaz*"® Alfonso Diaz*8°
t VGEQ)
Oceania TV TV, free-to-  Broadcasts education and ~ Majority owned by
(http://www.oceaniatv.net/) air cultural content#® Jeff Barabe and
Kassi Berg,
American citizens*82
Palau National TV, paid Broadcasts 30 foreign State-owned*
Communications Corporation stations, the majority of
(Palau Island Cable TV) which are US channels (for
(https://www.pnccpalau.com/) example, CNN
International, National
Geographic, and ESPN)#83
Tia Belau Newspaper Publishes twice weekly*®>  Founded by Moses
(https://www.tiabelaunews.co Uludong and
m/) owned by TBN
Publishing
Company*8¢
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Description Ownership

Island Times Newspaper Publishes twice weekly in Leilani Reklai*®’
(https://islandtimes.org/) and English; largest newspaper
website in Palau
Voice of Palau Radio Rebroadcasts content Co-owned by the
(TBAA-FM) produced by Radio Government of
Australia®® Palau and T8AA
Source: CNA.
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Papua New Guinea

e Total population (2024): 10,046,233489

e Official languages: Tok Pisin, English, Hiri Motu, and
839 indigenous languages**®

e Literacy rate (2017): 70 percent491

e Internet penetration (2021): 32 percent492

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2021
est.): 4849

Regulations on media and information environment in PNG. Although the constitution of
Papua New Guinea (PNG) supports freedom of the media and expression, violence against
journalists and restrictions in the information environment have limited the access and reach
of both local and foreign media actors.#9* Former prime ministers Peter O’Neill and Michael
Somare both censored the internet (e.g., Facebook) in some form.4% This censorship was
reportedly aimed at weeding out accounts or information that exposed government corruption
inquiries. 4% Since taking office as prime minister in May 2019, James Marape and his
administration have targeted journalists they deem too critical of the government. The
government also enforces regulations on media content. Laws on censorship, for instance,
require media programs to conform to standards of “morality, decency, and propriety
generally accepted by a reasonable adult person.”497 Several pieces of legislation have also
exerted negative pressure on freedoms of the press and speech. A defamation clause passed as
part of the 2016 Cybercrime Code Act, for instance, includes penalties for defamatory actions
committed online or via smartphone—a stipulation that has been criticized as an attempt to
control media freedoms.4%8 In 2024, the PNG Supreme Court upheld the law, ruling that it does
not contravene the constitutional right to freedom of expression.4%9 In addition, in February
2023, the Department of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) proposed a new
media policy that gives the government the “power to investigate complaints against media
outlets, issue guidelines for ethical reporting, and enforce sanctions or penalties for violations
of professional standards.”5%0 The policy has been heavily criticized and was in its fifth draft as
of late 2024.501 The Department of ICT announced the implementation of the new National
Media Development Policy on July 1, 2025. At the time of writing, the content of the final draft
of the policy was not publicly available.502

Regulations on foreign actors in PNG’s media and information environment. Individuals
entering PNG are required to apply for a journalist visa if undertaking paid or unpaid
journalism activities.503 On the visa application, foreign journalists must state the purpose of
their visit, and it must be supported by a PNG sponsor. Before submitting the application, the
PNG Prime Minister’s Office and Department of Foreign Affairs must approve the visit. The
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government has adopted policies for licensing that

are preferential to PNG citizens. Foreigners can Spotlight: PRC media accuse
apply for media licenses with local partners (in the Australia of hindering PNG vaccine
form of joint ventures), or as foreign enterprises.504 rollout

According to media reports, the new media In the summer of 2021, a series of
development policy may impose licensing English-language articles published by
requirements on all journalists.505 PRC state-run media accused Australia

of blocking China’s vaccine aid to PNG.
The reports alleged that “consultants”
sent by Canberra to Port Moresby
worked to delay PNG's authorization of
and access to Chinese vaccines.

PRC media presence in PNG’s media and
information environment. The PRC maintains a
significant presence in PNG's media and
information environment. China is also deeply
involved in PNG’s ICT infrastructure, with Exim
Bank of China having funded broadband and
submarine cable projects, among others, as shown in Table 23. In Table 24, we list PNG’s media

outlets.

Table 23. China’s activities in PNG’s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Chinese state-run media o CCTV-4is aired in PNG.5%
availability and presence

State-level bilateral e According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC Foreign
media cooperation Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and participating
agreements countries (including PNG) agreed to expand cooperation and

exchanges in media.>*” Details regarding this proposed
cooperation are not available.

e During a 2022 meeting between PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and PNG Foreign Minister Eoe, China and PNG reportedly agreed
to deepen cooperation in communications.>%®

e In 2023, PNG and China released a joint statement pledging that
the two countries would enhance cooperation in media, as well as
in other fields.>®

e During a 2024 meeting with PNG Foreign Minister Justin
Tkachenko, Wang Yi stated that China was willing to cooperate
with PNG on ICT.51°

e The specifics of these agreements are not publicly available.
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Type of Activity Evidence

Content sharing and
coproduction among
Chinese state-run media
and local media entities

Embassy engagement
with local media

Offers of funding or
equipment to media
outlets and
organizations

PRC government-
sponsored media trips
to China

Efforts to limit access of
non-PRC media outlets

CCTV has provided PNG's National Broadcasting Corporation
with content.>™

The Guangdong provincial government aired a television
program called “China Theatre” (‘1 [E#3%) in PNG, as well as
other countries.>™

The PRC ambassador to PNG has published articles in and
accepted interviews from several PNG news outlets.>'?

In 2023, the PRC ambassador, the general manager of the PNG
National Broadcasting Corporation, and the PNG minister for ICT
discussed promoting cooperation in radio, television, and
telecommunications technology.>™

The PRC Embassy in PNG has held media briefings for local media
outlets.>™

The University of Papua New Guinea’s Journalism and Public
Relations program has received funding for new infrastructure
from China.>'® Details about the funding and how it was used are
not publicly available.

In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State Council
Information Office hosted journalists from PNG, Fiji, Samoa,
Tonga, and the FSM for a weeklong tour of China.>"’

In 2023, journalists from PNG, Fiji, Kiribati, and Vanuatu
participated in a four-month exchange program in China
organized by the China International Press Communication
Center.>™8

In 2024, journalists from Vanuatu, PNG, and Fiji participated in a
trip to China organized by the China International Press
Communication Center and the China Public Diplomacy
Association.>'®

In October 2018, PRC embassy staff in PNG reportedly removed
personnel from ABC and a local PNG outlet who were trying to
film the arrival of PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the PNG
airport. The outlets had been invited to film the event.>?°

In November 2018, Xi Jinping attended a forum in Port Moresby
with eight PIC leaders. In the lead-up to the meeting, Chinese
officials denied entry to Pacific media outlets that had been
invited to cover the event and had registered with the PNG
government. Chinese media outlets were permitted entry. In
addition, at a ceremony during Xi's visit to PNG, only China’s
CCTV was allowed to record the event.*?
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Type of Activity Evidence

Constructing, operating, e PNG has an MOU on cooperation in the ICT sector with China.>?

and financing local ICT e Huawei operates in PNG.>?3

infrastructure e Exim Bank of China funded the Kumul Domestic Submarine Cable
System to PNG. The cable was installed by Huawei Marine, which
is now known as HMN Tech, Ltd.5%

e During a 2023 meeting, the PNG minister for information and
communications technology and the PRC ambassador discussed
promoting cooperation in radio, television, and
telecommunications technology. Details of the discussion are not
publicly available.?>

e China is supporting PNG's Digital Transformation Project with
concessional loans and appears to have provided PNG's National
Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) with a “television outside
broadcast van” and the Lae Medium Wave station.>?

e In 2014, Exim Bank provided a US$173.2 million preferential
buyer’s credit to PNG to upgrade its national broadband network
by establishing 3G and 4G networks and expanding the country’s
tower infrastructure. PNG signed a deal with Huawei to execute
the project. As of 2021, the project had been put on hold, and its
status is unclear at the time of writing.>?’

e The China State Construction Engineering Corporation
constructed NBC's new digital television facility. The project was
funded through a US$69 million concessional loan from Exim
Bank of China that was approved by the PRC government
between 2021 and 2022. Officials from the PRC embassy in PNG
and NBC personnel held a “handover” ceremony in June 2024.5%8
The construction of the facility is part of a larger project funded
by Exim Bank to upgrade PNG's TV system from analog signal to
digital.>®

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets

Table 24. PNG media outlets

Outlet Description Ownership

Click Pacific TV, Broadcasts direct-to-home TV;>3° Richard
free-to-airand PNG TV is the local channel Broadbridge>?'
paid
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Outlet
EM-TV
(https://emtv.com.p

ah

FM100
(https://fm100.com.

pa/)

NBC
(https://nbc.com.pg/
)

Nau FM, Yumi FM,
Legend FM
(https://naufm.net/;
https://yumifm.net/;

https://legendfm.net
/)

NBC Radio
(https://nbc.com.pg/
)

PNG Attitude
(https://www.pngatti
tude.com/)

PNG Facts: The
Niugini Voice
(https://www.pngfac
ts.com/)

Post-Courier
(https://postcourier.

com.pg/)

Radio Australia
(https://www.abc.net
.au/radio-australia/)

TV,
free-to-air

Radio

TV,
free-to-air

Radio

Radio

News blog

News blog

Newspaper

Radio

Description
News and entertainment

programs, with content pulled
from Australian TV stations and
Pasifika TV532

Information and music; considered
"more modern” than that played
on National Broadcasting
Corporation®3*

As PNG's largest state-owned
media organization, provides local
and government content>3¢

Music and entertainment®3#

Via provincial stations, broadcasts
local and national news; also airs
hourly national news programs
and other current affairs content>*
Forum in which people interested
in PNG-Australia relations and
domestic issues in PNG can share
stories, ideas, and opinions
Domestic and regional news;
includes some jobs and classified
listings>*

English-language domestic news
and editorials>*

Domestic, regional, and
international news, sports, and
business>*

Ownership
State-owned
(Telikom PNG,
through a
subsidiary, Media
Niugini Limited)>33
Kalang Advertising
Ltd., a subsidiary
Telikom PNG>*

State-owned
(N BC) 537

PNG FM, a
subsidiary of
Communications
Fiji Ltd.>*

State-owned
(N BC) 541

Keith Jackson>#

Owner unknown;
website hosted by
Kilikalotech, a PNG
web design
business>*

Allied Press; Rupert
Murdoch’s News
Corp. a majority
shareholder>4®
State-owned (ABC)
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Outlet Description Ownership

RNZ Pacific Regional news and sports>4 State-owned
(https://www.rnz.co. (RNZ)54°

nz/)

The National Newspaper English-language domestic news Rimbunan Hijau
(https://www.thenati (PNG) Group,
onal.com.pg/) multi-industry

Malaysian company
run by founder and
CEO Tiong Hiew

King5%°
TVWAN TV, PNG's first digital free-to-view TV Digicel>*
(Television Wan) free-to-air and channel; broadcasts local and

(https://tvwan.com.p  paid>®’ international content>*

a/)

Wantok Niuspepa Newspaper Only newspaper publishing local Word Publishing
(https://wantokniusp stories in Tok Pisin; seeks to Company Ltd.>
epa.com/) promotes “Christian values, human

rights, and civil society”

Source: CNA.
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e Total population (2024): 208, 853°>°

e (Official languages: Samoan (Polynesian) and Englis

e Literacy rate (2021): 99.1 percent>*’

e Internet penetration (2021): 78 percen

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2022 est.):
60559

h 556

t558

Regulations on media and information environment in Samoa. Samoa has a reputation of
being a model for press freedom in the region, despite authoritarian pressures under a former
administration.>¢® Freedom of speech and expression are officially protected in the Samoan
constitution.>¢1 However, religious and cultural norms create pressure on journalists to limit
or avoid discussion of certain topics such as such as gender violence, gay rights, and
abortion.562

Regulations on foreign actors in Samoa’s media and information environment. Non-
Samoan actors face few barriers to entering the media or telecommunications sectors.>*
Although all foreign investors must hold registration certificates, both media and

telecommunications sectors are open to foreign investment.>*

PRC presence in Samoa’s media and information environment. There are multiple
examples of PRC involvement in Samoa’s media and information environment, including
content sharing with Samoan media outlets and embassy engagement with local outlets. See
Table 25 for a list of China’s involvements in Samoan media; Table 26 lists Samoa’s media
outlets.

Table 25. China’s activities in Samoa’s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Chinese state-run media e China Radio International broadcasts in Samoa.>®°
availability and presence e CGTN is available through Sky Pacific.>¢
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Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral media
cooperation agreements

Content sharing and
coproduction among
Chinese state-run media
and local media outlets

Embassy engagement with
local media

PRC government-
sponsored media trips to
China

Constructing, operating,
and/or financing local ICT
infrastructure

According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and
participating countries (including Samoa) agreed to expand
cooperation and exchanges in media.*®” Details regarding this
proposed cooperation are not available.

In November 2024, the PRC and Samoa released a joint
statement announcing that the two countries had agreed to
expand people-to-people exchanges and cooperation in
media, as well as other areas.*%® At the time of writing, the
terms of the agreement have not been made public.
According to a press release from the PRC Embassy in Samoa,
a Samoan television station broadcasts Chinese news
programs and has long had a relationship with CCTV and
CGTN.>®

CGTN hosts content on its website that appears to have been
produced by a news outlet owned by the Samoan
government.®’°

The PRC ambassador to Samoa has published articles in and
accepted interviews with several Samoan news outlets.>’

In 2020, the PRC ambassador to Samoa attended and
delivered the keynote address at the award ceremony for a
local newspaper’s short story competition.>’2

The PRC ambassador has also met with the head of a major
Samoan broadcaster.>’?

In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State
Council Information Office hosted journalists from PNG, Fiji,
Samoa, Tonga, and the FSM for a weeklong tour of China.>’*
In May 2025, a media practitioner from Samoa participated in
a seminar in China organized by the CCP Central Committee’s
International Department.>’>

In 2012, Exim Bank of China provided a US$25.31 million
concessional loan for Samoa'’s National Broadband Highway
Project, which sought to establish high-speed broadband
connections for all government ministries and corporations,
such as schools, hospitals, and emergency services. Huawei
implemented the project, which was completed in June
2024576

Source: CNA.
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Local media outlets

Table 26. Samoa media outlets

Outlet
2AP Apia

TV9
(https://mcit.gov.ws/
programs/broadcast
ing/)

BlueSky Moana TV
(https://www.bluesk
y.as/personal/moan
a-tv/)

Magik FM

Mai FM
(https://www.maifm.

co.nz/home.html)

Newsline
(https://newslinesam

oa.com/)

Samoa Observer
(https://www.samoa

observer.ws/)

Samoa Times
(https://www.samoat

imes.co.nz/)

Type of

Media Description

Radio Public broadcaster

v Public broadcaster;
provides the same service
as 2Ap°78

TV, paid Paid TV with basic and
premium plans, both of
which feature a number of
foreign channels>#°

Radio Rebroadcasts RNZ
Pacific>®

Radio Rebroadcasts RNZ
Pacific>84

Newspaper  Publishes three days per
week in English>8

Newspaper  Only daily newspaper in
the country; also has the
highest newspaper
circulation in Samoa>8®

Newspaper Publishes weekly in

Samoan; also circulated in
New Zealand and
Australia®®

Ownership

Owned and operated by
Samoa Ministry of
Communications and
Information Technology>”’

Owned and operated by the
Samoa Ministry of
Communications and
Information Technology>”®

Shaw, a Canadian
communications firm>®'

Radio Polynesia Limited>%3

Samoa Quality
Broadcasters>8°

Domestically owned by
Mataeliga Pio Siao>®¥

Editor-in-chief Savea Sano
Malifa and publisher
Muliagatele Jean Malifa (both
Samoan)>8?

New Zealand—based Samoa
Multimedia Group>*!
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Outlet
Savali News
(https://www.savalin

ews.com/)

Sky Pacific
(http://www.skypacif
ic.tv/index.jsp)

Talofa FM

TV1
(https://tvl1samoa.tv

/)

TV3

Samoa Global News
(https://samoaglobal

news.com/)

Type of

Media

TV, paid

Radio

v

v

News
website

Newspaper

Description
Government newspaper
that publishes two

editions: a weekly bilingual

newspaper in English
and Samoan, and a
monthly Samoan-
language gazette called
Savali Samoa; oldest
newspaper in Samoa>%
Offers more than 25
foreign television
channels, including CGTN,
to subscribers>%
Rebroadcasts RNZ
Pacific®%

Broadcasts programming
produced in China,
Australia, and New
Zealand>¥’

Rebroadcasts news
produced by New
Zealand's public
broadcaster>®

Covers global, regional,
and local news in both
English and Samoan®®"

Ownership
Ministry of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet>%3

Owned by Digicel Pacific

Owned by Radio Polynesia
Limited>%

Owned by Samoa Quality
Broadcasting Ltd.>%

Acquired by Maposua Corey
Keil and Nicholas Caffarelli in
2018; Maposua Corey Keil
also owns Radio Polynesia
Ltd600

Unclear

Source: CNA.
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Solomon Islands

e Total population (2024): 726,799

e Official languages: Pijin (Pijin) and English®®

e Literacy rate (2009): 84.1 percent®%*

e Internet penetration (2021): 36 percent®®

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2021 est.):
67606

Regulations on media and information environment in Solomon Islands. Solomon
Islands’ constitution grants freedom of expression, including for members of the press and
other media, and the government generally respects this right.¢97 However, the government
has periodically sought to shape media narratives in a politically favorable manner.
Defamation is a criminal offense, and authorities have filed or threatened to file charges or civil
suits against the media. Regulations on offensive content also reportedly result in some self-
censorship in the media.®%8 [In August 2022, the Solomon Islands government took greater
control of the Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation (SIBC) by vetting all stories before
publication to protect citizens from “lies and misinformation.” Eight days later, the government
backtracked its decision and stated there would be no censorship but urged the SIBC editorial
team to “balance” their stories.609

Regulations on foreign actors in Solomon Islands’ media and information environment.
Solomon Islands welcomes foreign investment in its information environment. The National
Broadcasting Policy (2015) suggested that foreign investment would be largely beneficial:
The Solomon Islands Government considers that the quality and content of
broadcasting...is not threatened at the present time by foreign ownership....The
Government considers that, for the foreseeable future, the benefits that are
likely to flow from increased foreign investment in the broadcasting sector are
likely to outweigh the detriments.610
The policy also stated that the government “does not wish to dictate what content broadcasters
should transmit” but that it “[will] seek to facilitate the production of local content.”611 In
addition, the government is responsible for managing television and radio licensing.¢12
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Spotlight: PRC efforts to influence discourse in Solomon Islands

The PRC has attempted to directly shape discourse in Solomon Islands on several instances,
including the following:

2021 Honiara riots. Following the outbreak of riots in November 2021 in Solomon Islands’
capital city of Honiara, English-language reporting published by Chinese state-run media and
statements from PRC officials blamed the US, Taiwan, and Australia for instigating the riots, as
detailed in a study conducted by ASPI.®" A local Solomon Island newspaper also published
content claiming that Taiwan had incited the riots.™

2022 leaked security agreement. In March 2022, a draft security agreement between the PRC
and Solomon Islands was leaked on social media. The draft, which included provisions that would
allow the PRC to station its forces on Solomon Islands, caused serious concern in Washington
and Canberra. As ASPI demonstrates, in the aftermath of the leak, a flurry of English-language
articles in PRC state-run media cast the United States and Australia as bullies who sought to
smear China'’s reputation in the region.®'

2024 election. In the lead-up to Solomon Islands’ April 2024 national and provincial elections,
PRC state-run reporting amplified Russian state-run media that baselessly accused the United
States of plotting an electoral coup in Honiara. China’s Global Times, for instance, published six
articles making such accusations in the lead-up to election day.5'® The US ambassador to PNG,
Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu denied the allegations.®"

PRC presence in Solomon Islands’ media and information environment. Although China
and Solomon Islands only established diplomatic relations in 2019, examples of PRC activities
in Solomon Islands’ media environment are numerous. These examples include bilateral
statements that reference media cooperation, MOUs on cooperation between Chinese and
Solomon Islands outlets, and provision of funds for local outlets, as demonstrated in Table 27.
We list the media outlets in Solomon Islands in Table 28.

Table 27. China's activities in Solomon Islands’ media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

Chinese state-run e  CGTN is available in Solomon Islands through Solomon Telekom.®'®
media availability
and presence
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Type of Activity
State-level
bilateral media
cooperation
agreements

Content sharing
and coproduction
among Chinese
state-run media
and local media
outlets

Evidence
According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and participating countries
(including Solomon Islands) agreed to expand cooperation and
exchanges in media.®® Details regarding this proposed cooperation are
not available.
In a 2024 joint statement released by China and Solomon Islands, the
two countries agreed to broaden cooperation in media, as well as in
other fields.52°
A 2023 joint statement between the two countries also made a
reference to media cooperation.®?'
The details of these two agreements are not publicly available.
During Prime Minister Jeremiah Manele’s July 2024 visit to China, 13
MOUs were signed between Solomon Islands and the People’'s Republic
of China. These included two media cooperation MOUs intended to do
two things:

o Establish a cooperation framework between China'’s official
Xinhua News Agency and Solomon Islands’ Government
Communication Unit within the Office of Prime Minister and
Cabinet for collaboration in news and information.

o Facilitate content exchange, coproduction, internships, training,
and technological cooperation between the China Media Group
and the SIBC.52

Guangdong'’s provincial government codeveloped a special TV program
called "China Jiangmen City—Solomon Islands Honiara City 2021 Special
Spring Festival Program” with unnamed partners in Solomon Islands.®?
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Type of Activity Evidence

PRC government- e The PRC government has sponsored trips by journalists from Solomon
sponsored media Islands to visit China.5%*
trips to China e According to one Solomon Islands media professional, China offered
local reporters a press tour of China shortly after the two countries
established diplomatic relations in 2019. Two more major group trips to
China reportedly occurred, and a few other journalists allegedly went
on individual trips.%®
e These PRC-sponsored trips resulted in positive press for China. For
instance, a journalist from the Solomon Star who attended three PRC-
funded study tours between 2010 and 2024 lauded the 2024 Belt and
Road Journalists’ Forum as “a significant step” in his career, praised the
state of investigative journalism in China, and described PRC journalists
as countering “misinformation spread by Western media.” %%
e InJune 2025, six journalists from five media outlets in Tonga, Fiji,
Vanuatu, Nauru, and Solomon Islands participated in an exchange
program in Beijing for international journalists coordinated by the China
International Press Communication Center. During the program, the PIC
journalists met with the Director of the Pacific Island Division within the
PRC's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.5%’
Pressure to censor e  According to the investigative journalism website In-Depth Solomons, a
or publish specific diplomat from the PRC embassy in Honiara called the owner of a local
content newspaper in January 2024 with “concerns” after the newspaper
republished an article from ABC about Taiwan's presidential election.In a
subsequent email to the paper’s editorial staff, the owner stated that
“China is also a supporter” of the paper and asked the staff to be
“cautious of the news we publish especially with regards to Taiwan's
election.”628
e The Chinese embassy also sent the same newspaper and other major
news outlets in Solomon Islands an email asking for their cooperation in
covering Taiwan'’s election and requesting that they publish two articles
about the election written by the PRC State Council Taiwan Affairs Office
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.6?°
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Type of Activity Evidence

Embassy e The head of a Solomon Islands newspaper was hosted by the PRC
engagement with embassy and later by the PRC ambassador.®3°
local media e In 2021, the PRC ambassador visited a local newspaper’s office and met

with the outlet's leadership, editors, and journalists.®3'

e Alsoin 2021, the Chinese embassy hosted a video conference between
journalists from Guangdong and journalists from Solomon Islands.
During the conference, the PRC ambassador encouraged participants to
strengthen cooperation among the media outlets present in
information exchange, capacity building, and personnel training.%3?

e Officials at the PRC embassy have published articles in local outlets.®3
During a discussion with CNA, a reporter in Solomon Islands indicated
that they believed that the Chinese embassy was paying for local
papers to publish articles about Chinese activities every two weeks.®3

e In 2021, the PRC ambassador delivered a speech in Pijin over the SIBC's
radio to celebrate the anniversaries of the founding of the PRC and the
establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Solomon
Islands.®3>

e Officials at the PRC embassy have accepted interviews by Solomon
Islands media outlets and fielded questions from local reporters.53®

e  Other Chinese officials in Solomon Islands have also been interviewed
by local media outlets.®¥’

Offers of funding In July 2022, the PRC government gave a local media outlet funding to

or equipment to upgrade aging equipment. The proposal submitted by the outlet to the
media outlets and PRC embassy requested 1,150,000 Solomon Islands dollars
organizations (US$206,300), stating that the aging equipment was “curtailing news

flow about China’s generous and lightning economic and infrastructure
development in Solomon Islands.”38
o During a discussion with CNA, an Australian journalist indicated
that the PRC embassy disbursed this funding in exchange for
positive coverage.®®
e Alsoin 2022, the PRC embassy reportedly gave another local outlet
US$27,400 in cash. The embassy had given the same outlet nearly
US$12,000 worth of equipment, including computers, in 2019.640

Constructing, e China loaned Solomon Islands US$66 million to build 161 mobile
operating, and communication towers, to be supplied and built by Huawei and China
financing local ICT Harbor Engineering Company. Construction began in 2023, and the first
infrastructure tower was launched in 2024.%41

Source: CNA.
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Local media outlets

Table 28. Solomon Islands media outlets

Outlet

Island Sun
(https://theislandsun.c
om.sb/)

Isles Media Group
(https://islesmedia.net
/)

SATSOL
(https://satsol.net/)

Solomon Islands
Broadcasting
Corporation
(https://www.sibconlin

e.com.sb/)

Solomon Star
(https://www.solomon

starnews.com/)

Solomon Telekom
(https://www.ourtelek

om.com.sb/)

Solomon Times
(https://www.solomon

times.com/)

Type of Media

Newspaper

Newspapers

TV, paid®®

Radio

Newspaper

Television,
free-to-air®>

News website

Description

Local and international
news; published Monday
through Saturday®*
Publishes newspapers
including Sunday Isles,
Solomon Women
Newspaper, and Raw Sports
Newspaper®*

35 channels, including BBC
World News and CNN;
some local content®’

Operates Radio Happy Isles,
Wantok FM, Radio Happy
Lagoon, and Radio
Temotu;®*

broadcasts in English and
Solomon Islands Pijin®°
Published daily in English;
covers national and regional
news and sports;%>? has
received funding from the
PRC Embassy®°3

ABC Australia, Al Jazeera,
BBC World, China Global
Television, DW (Germany),
France 24, and NHK are
available 24/7%%

Online English news portal;
includes op-eds from
former foreign diplomats
and Transparency
International

Ownership

Privately owned by
Mathias Loji®*

Privately owned by
Lynda Wate, a
Solomon Islands
national living in
Australia®4®

Local company
founded by CEO Tony
Ferris, a Solomon
Islands national®®
Government of
Solomon Islands®>’

Privately owned by
the family of the late
journalist John
Lamani®*

Solomon Islands
National Provident
Fund and the
Investment
Corporation Solomon
Islands®>”

Funding and
ownership sources
not disclosed®®

CNA Research Memorandum | 80


https://theislandsun.com.sb/
https://theislandsun.com.sb/
https://islesmedia.net/
https://islesmedia.net/
https://satsol.net/
https://www.sibconline.com.sb/
https://www.sibconline.com.sb/
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/
https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/
https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/
https://www.solomontimes.com/
https://www.solomontimes.com/

Outlet

Type of Media

Description

Trinity Broadcasting
Network
(https://www.tbn.org/)

In-Depth Solomons
(https://indepthsolom
ons.com.sb/)

Tavuli News
(https://www.tavuline
ws.com.sb/)

Solomon Business
Magazine Online

(https://sbm.sb/)

Paoa FM
(https://www.facebook
.com/Paoafm/)

Melanesian News
Network

Television,
free-to-air®?

News website

News website

News website

Radio

Social
media/news

(https://www.facebook  website

.com/677MNNY/)

Describes itself as world’s
largest Christian
broadcaster®°

Online news portal
dedicated to in-depth
investigative journalism on
Solomon Islands

The sole local TV news
station in Solomon Islands;
covers national, regional,
and global news®63
Monthly magazine focused
on business news and
developments in Solomon
Islands®%°

Largest FM radio station in
Solomon Islands;
broadcasts to two-thirds of
the country's population
and features music and
local news®®”

Facebook page that covers
local and regional news®%°

Ownership

Trinity Christian
Center of Santa Ana,
Inc., a California
religious nonprofit
corporation®’
Co-owned by
Georgina Maka'a and
Ofani Eremae®6?

Solomon Islands Local
Media Agency Co.
Ltd.6%4

Local company owned
and founded by
Robert Luke Iroga®6®

Co-owned by
Elizabeth Siota and
Joel Lamani®8

Founded by Dorothy
Wickham®70

Source: CNA.
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Tonga

e Official languages: Tongan and English®’?

e Literacy rate (2021): 99.4 percent®’

e Internet penetration (2021 est.): 67 percent®’*

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2021 est.):
61675

I e Total population (2024 est.): 104,889

Regulations on media and information environment in Tonga. Although the country’s
constitution provides for the protection of speech and press freedoms, there is a history of
friction between the government and the media. The Tongan constitution holds that “it shall
be lawful for all people to speak, write, and print their opinions[,] and no law shall ever be
enacted to restrict this liberty.” It caveats, however, that “nothing in this clause shall be held to
outweigh the law of slander or the laws for the protection of the King and the Royal Family.”676
Government officials have also brought—and won—defamation suits against media outlets
critical of them.¢77 In 2017, then-Prime Minister ‘Akilisi Pohiva described the state’s public
broadcaster as “an enemy of the government,” fired some of its leadership, and asserted that
the main role of the media “is to facilitate the work of the government.” 678 According to
Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Tongan journalists had “high hopes” that the election of
Tongan Prime Minister Siaosi ‘Ofakivahafolau Sovaleni in December 2021 would bring about
greater journalistic freedoms. However, RSF noted this year that “increasing interference” by
the current king has diminished these expectations.679

Regulations on foreign actors in Tonga’s media and information environment. Although
the Tonga Media Operators Act (2003) prohibits the issuance of media licenses to foreigners
or their representatives, it is relatively easy to acquire Tongan citizenship through passport
and citizenship sales.680 Tonga has long been regarded as a “Pacific Island tax haven” that sells
passports and citizenship to foreign nationals with few naturalization requirements.¢81 A 2018
crackdown on the sale of Tongan passports led to the arrest of former Prime Minister Lord
Tu’ivakano in connection with the sale of passports to Chinese citizens. 682

PRC presence in Tonga’'s media and information environment. Many examples of PRC
media presence in Tonga exist, including content sharing and coproduction among Chinese and
Tongan outlets, PRC embassy efforts to engage with Tongan media, and the PRC directly
providing funds to Tonga. See Table 29 for a list of China’s activities in Tonga’s media and Table
30 for a list of Tongan media outlets.
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Table 29. China’s activities in Tonga’s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral e According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC Foreign

media cooperation
agreements

Chinese state-run media
availability and presence

Content sharing and
coproduction among
Chinese state-run media
and local media outlets

Embassy engagement
with local media

Offers of PRC funding or
equipment to media
outlets and
organizations

Efforts by Chinese
entities to invest in or
purchase local media
outlets

PRC government-
sponsored media trips
to China

Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and participating
countries (including Tonga) agreed to expand cooperation and
exchanges in media.® Details regarding this proposed
cooperation are not available.

China Radio International has a radio station in Tonga.%
CGTN and CCTV-4 are available in Tonga through Sky Pacific and
Digicel TV.58

In 2024, the Tonga Broadcasting Commission (TBC) and other
regional media outlets collaborated with CGTN to produce a
special program titled “Navigating Future Horizons: A China-Pacific
Island Countries Dialogue.”58

The TBC also airs CCTV news and entertainment programs for
free.®87

The PRC ambassador has published articles on a Tongan news
website. 688

The PRC embassy has held media briefings for Tongan media
outlets.5¢

The PRC ambassador has met with the leadership of various
Tongan news outlets.5%

In 2019, the PRC embassy provided the TBC with an assistance
grant for renovating a corridor of the TBC building.®’

A Tongan reporter interviewed by CNA asserted that a Chinese
business had purchased a Tongan newspaper. The reporter did
note that the change of government in Tonga could affect the
purchase.®®? CNA has so far been unable to confirm that this
transaction took place or that the media outlet is still in operation.
In 2017, the PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State Council
Information Office hosted journalists from PNG, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga,
and the FSM for a weeklong tour of China.®%

In June 2025, six journalists from five media outlets in Tonga, Fiji,
Vanuatu, Nauru, and Solomon Islands participated in an exchange
program in Beijing for international journalists coordinated by the
China International Press Communication Center. During the
program, the PIC journalists met with the director of the Pacific
Island Division within the PRC's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.5%
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Type of Activity
Constructing, operating,
and financing local ICT
infrastructure

Evidence

e According to a 2022 article published by China Daily, Huawei has
provided unspecified “technologies” to Tongan
telecommunications facilities.®%

Source: CNA

Local media outlets

Table 30. Tonga media outlets

A3Z Radio Tonga 1 Radio

DigicelTV TV, paid
(https://www.digicel
pacific.com/)

Doulos Broadcasting TV
(https://www.facebo
ok.com/DoulosTVTo

nga/)

Radio Nuku'alofa Radio
88.6 FM

(https://www.facebo
ok.com/radionukual

ofa/)

Matangi Tonga News
(https://matangiton  website
ga.to/)

Radio Tonga— Radio
Vava'u Kool FM

Sky Pacific TV, paid
(http://www.skypacif

ic.tv/)

Description

Rebroadcasts news produced
by the BBC, ABC, and RNZ
Pacific®%

Standard plan carries ABC, Al
Jazeera, and CCTV-4, among
other channels®’

Broadcasts Christian
programming®%

Talk radio and local news and
sports coverage in English and
Tongan’®

Popular independent news
website; has republished
foreign content, including
“sponsored” articles from
Chinese government
officials%2

Rebroadcasts news produced
by RNZ Pacific’®

Offers more than 25 foreign
television channels, including
CGTN, to subscribers’®

Ownership
State-owned (TBC)

Owned by Digicel Pacific

Commissioned by the
king of Tonga®%

Privately owned®'

Owned by Vava'u Press, a
publishing company
directed by Pesi Fonua
and Mary Lyn Fonua’®

State-owned (TBC, as of
2019)70%

Owned by Digicel Pacific
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Talanoa ‘o Tonga

News

Description
Covers stories of “national

Ownership
Founded by Kalafi Moala,

(Stories of Tonga) website importance” to Tonga and former owner of Taimi
(https://talanoaoton “specializes in investigative Media Network’%
ga.to/about/) journalism”;7%7 has also

published articles written by

the PRC ambassador to

Tonga’®®
Talaki Newspaper Published weekly’'° Owned by Vula News
(https://www.facebo Company, which is
ok.com/Vula.news/) owned by Filokalafi

‘Akau’ola, the paper’s
editor and publisher”"
Television Tonga TV, free-to-  Rebroadcasts content from State-owned (TBC)""3
air Australian and New Zealand

state-sponsored media outlets

and has coproduced media

with CGTN7"?
Tonga Independent  News A “progressive journal” Unclear as of January
(https://tongaindepe = website reporting on political, 2025; edited by Tonga
ndent.com/) economic, and social Fonua and Tu'ifua

development in Tonga and Vailena’"

abroad in both English and

Tongan’™
Kaniva Tonga News Established in New Zealand in  Operates as part of the
(https://kanivatonga. website 2009 by Kalino Latu to serve Ta'angafonua Trust,

co.nz/) Tongans in the diaspora and which aims to strengthen
the kingdom; provides content and preserve Tongan
in English and Tongan’'® culture, heritage, and
culture””
Source: CNA.
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Vanuatu

e Total population (2024): 318,007718

e Official languages: Bislama, English, and French; also
has more than 100 unofficial local languages’*®

e Literacy rate (2021): 89.1 percent’?

e Internet penetration (2021): 66 percent’?

e Mobile phone subscriptions (per 100 people, 2022 est.):
78722

Regulations on media and information environment in Vanuatu. Vanuatu’s constitution
protects the media’s independence, and the government generally respects this freedom.723
However, elected officials have reportedly threatened journalists for publishing content
deemed critical or unfavorable in recent years. In addition, in 2021, the government passed a
law criminalizing threatening language, libel, and slander, leading some to worry about
possible ramifications on the press.724

More recently, in March 2025, Vanuatu’s prime minister released a signed statement critical of
an ABC report that showed damage to China-constructed buildings wrought by the devastating
December 2024 earthquake and quoted sources questioning whether the construction of some
buildings may have bypassed Vanuatu’s building code.’?> The prime minister accused ABC of
bias and asserted that the story constituted foreign interference. In response, the International
Federation of Journalists called on the government to respect the independence of local and
international news media.”2¢

Regulations on foreign actors in Vanuatu’'s media and information environment. The
Vanuatu Broadcasting Guidelines (2008) indicate that 70 percent of shareholders of a
broadcasting entity must be Vanuatu citizens.’2? According to the Newspapers (Restriction on
Publication) Act of 1982, noncitizens and foreign corporations are prohibited from owning or
publishing newspapers unless they receive government approval.’28 Despite regulations that
intend to restrict foreign media ownership, Vanuatu has relatively lax requirements for
naturalization. Foreigners can obtain Vanuatu citizenship by investing around US$160,000 in
Vanuatu.”2? Indeed, passport sales are a source of government revenue, accounting for one-
third of total government revenue in 2018.730 In 2019, Vanuatu rejected a work-permit
renewal request for a Canadian journalist, who claimed that his request was denied because
his newspaper had covered Chinese influence in Vanuatu.731

PRC presence in Vanuatu’s media and information environment. In addition to typical PRC
embassy engagement activities in Vanuatu, Chinese state-owned media is available in Vanuatu,
and Chinese media outlets have entered into cooperation agreements with Vanuatu outlets.732
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See Table 31 for a collection of China’s media activities in Vanuatu and Table 32 or a list of

Vanuatu media outlets.

Table 31. China’s activities in Vanuatu’'s media and information environment

Type of Activity Evidence

State-level bilateral media
cooperation agreements

Chinese state-run media
availability and presence
Content sharing and
coproduction among
Chinese state-run media
and local media outlets

Embassy engagement with
local media

According to the Joint Statement of the Third China-PIC
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in May 2025, the PRC and
participating countries (including Vanuatu) agreed to expand
cooperation and exchanges in media.”® Details regarding
this proposed cooperation are not available.

CCTV and China Radio International are available in
Vanuatu.”

In 2024, CMG and the Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television
Corporation (VBTC) signed a memorandum of cooperation.
According to the CMG release about the memorandum,
CMG and VBTC have agreed to establish a regular
mechanism for cooperation in news information exchange,
program joint production, personnel exchanges, and
technical exchanges.”®

VBTC established a joint venture with a Chinese company to
provide digital television in 2015; by 2018, however, the joint
venture had collapsed.”3®

In 2023, VBTC broadcast a speech by PRC Minister of Foreign
Affairs Qin Gang commemorating the 41st anniversary of the
establishment of China-Vanuatu relations.”’

The Guangdong provincial government has offered a
television program called “China Theatre” (F [Ei|3%) in
Vanuatu, among other countries in the region.”*®

The PRC ambassador has published articles and been
interviewed by the Daily Post.”°

In 2022, the PRC ambassador and Vanuatu's foreign minister
jointly published an article in the Daily Post to celebrate the
anniversary of the establishment of China-Vanuatu
relations.”0

The PRC ambassador and embassy representatives
frequently engage members of the local media.”!
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Type of Activity Evidence

PRC government- e In 2023, journalists from PNG, Fiji, Kiribati, and Vanuatu

sponsored media trips to participated in a four-month exchange program in China

China organized by the China International Press Communication
Center.”?

In 2024, journalists from Vanuatu, PNG, and Fiji participated
in a trip to China organized by the China International Press
Communication Center and the China Public Diplomacy
Association.”

In June 2025, six journalists from five media outlets in Tonga,
Fiji, Vanuatu, Nauru, and Solomon Islands participated in an
exchange program in Beijing for international journalists
coordinated by the China International Press Communication
Center. During the program, the PIC journalists met with the
director of the Pacific Island Division within the PRC's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”#*

Involvement in the Huawei provided Vanuatu with a digital surveillance system

construction, operations, for its capital city, Port Vila.”

and financing of local ICT

infrastructure

Offers of funding or e Aluly 31, 2025, article from Vanuatu's Daily Post reported
equipment to media outlets that China’s GX Foundation—described as an NGO that is
and organizations chaired by a CCP official and engaged in carrying out Belt

and Road Initiative programs—donated “video and film
equipment aimed at enhancing storytelling and public
communication.” 746

Source: CNA.

Local media outlets

Table 32. Vanuatu media outlets

Type of
Outlet Media Description Ownership
Sky Pacific TV, paid Offers more than 25 foreign ~ Owned by Digicel Pacific,
(http://www.skyp television channels, which was acquired by
acific.tv/) including CGTN, to Australian telecommunications
subscribers”’ company Telstra in a deal

partially financed through
Australian, Japanese, and US
government support’4®
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Telsat Pacific

Vanuatu Daily
Post
(https://www.dail

ypost.vu/)

96 Buzz FM
(https://www.buz

zfm.vu/)

VBTC
(https://vbtc.vu/)

TV, paid

Newspaper

Radio

Radio, TV
(free-to-air)

Description Ownership

Rod Smith, a dual Vanuatu and
news channels including Australian citizen>®

BBC World News, CNBC, and

Sky News’#?

Regional and international

Publishes daily except on Trading Post, Vanuatu's largest
Sunday and Monday. privately owned media
Vanuatu's only company?’°®

newspaper,”! which
champions media
freedom;’>? intermittently
translates and prints some
content from English into
Chinese, including in an
online version;’*3 it has, on
at least one occasion,
published an article written
by the PRC ambassador to
Vanuatu,”>* and its reporters
have participated in
programs with the China
International Press
Communication Centre’>®
Nightly news and talk radio  Trading Post, which also owns

programming, as well as Vanuatu Daily Post”>®
local and regional news

coverage’’

Operates Television Blong State-owned (Vanuatu)’®®
Vanuatu and Radio

Vanuatu>®

Source: CNA.
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Wallis and Futuna

Total population (2023 est.): 15,92975!

Official language: French’®2

e Literacy: Unavailable

e Internet penetration (2021 est.): 45.8 percent’®3
e Mobile phone subscriptions: data unavailable

Regulations on media and information environment in Wallis and Futuna. As with French
Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna are governed under the French Constitution, which protects both
the freedom of expression and the freedom of the press.76* These freedoms are generally
respected by local governments in the French Territories. However, in 2002, then-King
“Lavelua” Tomasi Kulimoetoke ordered the police to close the collectivity’s only weekly
newspaper after it published an editorial on a royal scandal.”65

Regulations on foreign actors in Wallis and Futuna’s media and information
environment. Although Wallis and Futuna are governed by French national laws, the local
government controls specific policies and legislation on foreign investment. There is limited
available information regarding how Wallis and Futuna regulate foreign actors in the media
and information and communications industries.

PRC presence in Wallis and Futuna’s media and information environment. No available
information suggests that the PRC or Chinese actors maintain a presence in Wallis and Futuna’s
media and information environment.

Local media outlets

CNA did not identify any local media outlets in Wallis and Futuna.
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Abbreviations

ABC Australian Broadcasting Corporation

ASPI Australian Strategic Policy Institute

BBC British Broadcasting Corporation

BCN Broadcasting Corporation of Niue

CCP Chinese Communist Party

CCTV China Central Television

CGTN China Global Television Network

CITV Cook Islands Television

CMG China Media Group

COFA Compact of Free Association

CRI China Radio International

FSM Federated States of Micronesia

FSMTC Federated States of Micronesia Telecommunications Corporation
ICT Information and communications technology

MOI Memorandum of understanding

NBC (Papua New Guinea) National Broadcasting Corporation
NHK Japan Broadcasting Corporation

PACMAS Pacific Media Assistance Scheme

PIC Pacific Island country

PNG Papua New Guinea

PRC People’s Republic of China

RMI Republic of the Marshall Islands

RNZ Radio New Zealand

RSF Reporters Without Borders

SIBC Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation

SOE State-owned enterprise

TBC Tonga Broadcasting Commission

TVNZ Television New Zealand

USP University of the South Pacific

VBTC Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation
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Titled ‘Jointly Building the Belt and Road Initiative Will Add Strong Impetus to World Development’ (XI5
RAMEAEZ I ER GRS AR (g —a — B i AR RIS 7R #:303) /1) ),” PRC Embassy
in Tonga, Jan. 18, 2025, http:/to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202501/t20250118 11538369.htm;
“Ambassador Liu Weimin Published a Signed Article in Tongan Media to Publicize the Spirit of the Third
Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee (X4 B KAEFLEZ BEAA K R E L L EEN N =+ )m
= w 4 £ F§ 4 )” PRC Embassy in Tonga, Aug. 13, 2024, http:/to.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/t20240813 11471591 .htm.

185 “Chargé d ’Affaires Ding Yonghua Published a Signed Article ‘A Brighter Future Through the Belt and
Road Initiative’ on Solomon Islands Media,” PRC Embassy in Solomon Islands, Oct. 18, 2023, http://sb.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018 11162901.htm; “Interview Given by Counsellor Yao Ming
Of Embassy of the PRC in Solomon Islands to TTV’s Spotlight,” PRC Embassy in Solomon Islands, Sept. 11,
2020, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202009/t20200911 32388.htm; “Spokesperson of the
Chinese Embassy in Solomon Islands Answers Reporters’ Questions,” PRC Embassy in Solomon Islands, Mar.
21, 2023, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202303/t20230321 11045510.htm; “Spokesperson of the
Chinese Embassy in Solomon Islands Answers Reporters’ Questions,” PRC Embassy in Solomon Islands, Oct.
7, 2022, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202210/t20221007_10777682.htm.

186 “ Ambassador Li Minggang Published a Signed Article ‘Good Partners of Mutual Respect and Solidarity
Forever’ in Vanuatu’s Daily Post,” PRC Embassy in Vanuatu, Mar. 26, 2024, http://vu.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm; “Ambassador Li Minggang Takes an
Interview with Daily Post on the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,” PRC Embassy in
Vanuatu, Nov. 23, 2022, http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202211/t20221122 10979332 .htm.

187 “ Ambassador Qian Bo Visits Fiji Sun and Fiji Times,” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Mar. 18, 2019, http:/fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318 880865.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Visits Fiji Sun,” PRC
Embassy in Fiji, Feb. 16, 2023, http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217 11026264.htm;
“Ambassador Qian Bo Visits Fiji Sun and Fiji Times,” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Mar. 18, 2019, http://fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318 880865.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Visits the Fiji Times (J&
G K fF & U5 ( % 9 B ) )" PRC Embassy in Fiji, Feb. 17, 2023, http:/fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217 11026259.htm; “Ambassador Qian Bo Visits the Chinese
Media Fiji Daily News (Bl K8 E ViR (JEGF HAR) #4%),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Sept. 10, 2020,
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202009/t20200910_885226.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Visits Fiji
Broadcasting Corporation (J& &1 K8 & U5 27 #E /A &]),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, June 5, 2023, http://fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089460.htm. CNA Research Memorandum | 106



http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202502/t20250202_11548200.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202502/t20250202_11548200.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11509370.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11509370.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202107/t20210701_8890275.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202107/t20210701_8890275.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202402/t20240221_11247868.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202402/t20240221_11247868.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202202/t20220210_10640734.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202202/t20220210_10640734.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22907.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22907.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202501/t20250118_11538369.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/t20240813_11471591.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/t20240813_11471591.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018_11162901.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018_11162901.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202009/t20200911_32388.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202303/t20230321_11045510.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202210/t20221007_10777682.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202211/t20221122_10979332.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217_11026264.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217_11026259.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217_11026259.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202009/t20200910_885226.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089460.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089460.htm

188 «“ Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Meets with Papua New Guinea Minister of Information and Communications
Technology Matthew (84 JLAE K Af 2= WL ELEH5 B 5@ ilE AR B4 5 12),” PRC Embassy in Papua New
Guinea, Mar. 9, 2023, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202303/t20230309 _11038486.htm.

189 “ Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang Meets with TV1 CEO Matafio (3/N B KfES ILE TV L& & AT
B L # F B )” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Mar. 13, 2020, http:/ws.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22906.htm.

190 “Counselor Yao Ming Meets with the Head of Island Sun (B S84 I (505 KFHHRY 6157 N),” PRC
Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Feb. 25, 2021, http://sb.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225 9952432 .htm; “Ambassador Li Ming Meets with the President of
Island Sun (ZEH KAES AT (U5 KFARY #E1),” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Oct. 22, 2020,
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202010/t20201022 29109.htm; “Ambassador Li Ming Visits the
Solomon Star and Holds Talks with Editors and Reporters (250 KA £V (A& T 1RIRY F[AgmiE1c & )%
% ),” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, July 17, 2021, http:/sb.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202107/t20210717_8899556.htm.

191 «“Ambassador Cao Xiaolin Visits Tonga 87.5 FM Radio (E/NMAKAES Wz 87.5 WK &),” PRC
Embassy in Tonga, Jan. 21, 2021, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202101/t20210121 59720.htm;
“Ambassador Cao Xiaolin Meets with Tonga Media Association Chairman Bloomfield (& /MAKA# 2 1Lz
oWk B 4 E R A & 4 JE /R £2),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, June 22, 2022, http:/to.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622 10707463.htm; “Ambassador Liu Weimin Meets with the CEO
of the Tonga Broadcasting Commission (X4 EKAE 2 Wiz )~ #% 22 i 22 E FE AT E),” PRC Embassy in
Tonga, June 4, 2024, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240604 11376554.htm; “Ambassador
Liu Weimin Meets with Mary, Editor-in-Chief of Tonga Wind (X! A & KAH 25 Wiz i A F 4w 5 1N),” PRC
Embassy in Tonga, June 6, 2024, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240606_11381522.htm.

192 “ Ambassador Li Minggang Meets with Vanuatu National Broadcasting Corporation CEO Herman (3 FL %%
R R A 4= 2 W2 DL TG B 51 1 rE AR A ) 8 S $AT B R /K 2),” PRC Embassy in Vanuatu, Sept. 5, 2023,
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxx_132387/sgxw_132388/202309/t20230905_11138165.htm.

193 See, for example, “Ambassador Zhou Jian Holds a Special Media Briefing on Fijian Prime Minister
Rambuka’s Visit to China (J& 81| KAH %547 25 B 22 A7 R U5 10 & BRI X 2),” Embassy of the People’s
Republic of China in The Republic of Fiji, Sept. 1, 2024, http:/fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202409/t20240902 11483082.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Holds a Special
Meeting with Media and Scholars on the “Two Sessions’ (J& &1 KAE 2547 <P 2L MU 14 5 & WL T 2%),”
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of Fiji, Mar. 16, 2023, http://fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202303/t20230317 11043411.htm; “Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Fiji
Answers Questions from Reporters from the Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (H [E 3 3 5rfdi 1 & 5 N &35
[~ 4% /A @)1 % 1)),” Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of Fiji, May 4, 2023,
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202305/t20230504_11070306.htm; “Spokesperson of the Chinese
Embassy in Fiji Answers Reporters’ Questions Regarding the Remarks Made by the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat (H [ FE2EGHE IR K F NS B BRI R A0 F ¢ 5 & 1835 W),” PRC Embassy in Fiji,
July 15, 2022, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220715_10721940.htm.

194 “The Chinese Embassy in Kiribati Holds a Media Briefing on the 72nd Anniversary of the Founding of the
People’s Republic of China and the 2nd Anniversary of the Resumption of Diplomatic Relations Between
China and Kiribati (325 H BT 2847 s Ae N IRILFNE Siar 72 JEE AR R A 2 AR AR 2),”
PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Sept. 24, 2021, http://ki.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129 11188999.htm; “The Chinese Embassy in Kiribati Holds a Media
Symposium ( 53 B i P 44 I A SR 1% £5),” PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Dec. 30, 2020, http:/ki.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129 _11188989.htm.

CNA Research Memorandum | 107


http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202303/t20230309_11038486.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22906.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22906.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225_9952432.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225_9952432.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202010/t20201022_29109.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202107/t20210717_8899556.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202107/t20210717_8899556.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202101/t20210121_59720.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622_10707463.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622_10707463.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240604_11376554.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240606_11381522.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxx_132387/sgxw_132388/202309/t20230905_11138165.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202409/t20240902_11483082.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202409/t20240902_11483082.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202303/t20230317_11043411.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202303/t20230317_11043411.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202305/t20230504_11070306.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220715_10721940.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188999.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188999.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188989.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188989.htm

195 See, for example, “Ambassador Yang Xiaoguang Held a Media Briefing on the Spirit of the Third Plenary
Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee”; “The Chinese Embassy in Papua New Guinea Holds a Press
Conference on the Fight Against the Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia Epidemic.”

19 “The Chinese Embassy in Tonga Holds a Media Briefing (i il KA 1 28 17 @ 4& & /i~ 2%),” PRC
Embassy in Tonga, July 5, 2022, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220705_10715289.htm;
“The Chinese Embassy in Tonga Held a Media Reception to Promote President Xi Jinping’s Important
Remarks on the Prevention and Control of the COVID-19 Epidemic and the Concept of Building a Community
with a Shared Future for Mankind (57 N §H %5 IR FF 22 B 29301 F2 6 5% T8 ek il 8 2 195 B 4%
TAF SR AR A K frviz LA A F 2),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, May 28, 2020, http://to.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528 59620.htm.

197 Comments from panelist during event held by CNA and the University of the South Pacific at the Holiday
Inn in Suva, Sept. 17, 2025.

198 “China Media Group French Channel and Tahiti TV Jointly Pay Tribute to the Olympic Spirit (4 J¢) 4%
AL A 65 V25 T8 00 N 3 Ay $2 A &5 45 T 2Uh BLIZ K5 #11),” French Consulate in Papeete, June 29, 2023,
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202306/t20230629 11105350.htm;  “China  International
Television French Channel and Tahiti Television Jointly Recorded and Broadcast the French Polynesian Spring
Festival video (¥ B FELANL £ V2 I N A 4 AR 5 BB S 1) -4 0 I R J T I A T LA,
PRC Consulate in Papeete, Jan. 31, 2023, http://papeete.china-
consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201_11017270.htm.

199 China Central Television, https://www.cctv.com/english/cctv4/individual _e.html; “Cultural Exchange
Activities Held Between China, Papua New Guinea to Boost Mutual Understanding,” Xinhua, Nov. 12, 2018,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-11/12/c 137601733 .htm.

200 Ned Gagahe, “13 MOUs Signed Between PRC and Solomon Islands During PM Manele’s Visit to China,”
The Island Sun, Sept. 23, 2024, https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-
islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/; see also “China Media Group Signs MOU on Cooperation with
Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation (9 MR & 5P MRS A RS E G 1E & Tx),”
July 11, 2024, https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/11/ARTTuSQWQ27invro3zDk1wBW24071 1.shtml; “Kenilorea
Raises Concerns over Media MOUs with China,” The Island Sun, Sept. 24, 2025, https://theislandsun.com.sb/
kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/.

21 Global Engagement Center Special Report: How the People’s Republic of China Seeks to Reshape the
Global Information Environment, US Department of State Global Engagement Center, Sept. 28, 2023,
https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-
information-environment/; Holz and Loomis, China’s Efforts to Shape the Information Environment in the
Mekong Region.

202 Bernadette Carreon, Aubrey Belford, and Martin Young, “Failed Palau Media Deal Reveals Inner Workings
of China’s Pacific Influence Effort,” Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project, July 23, 2022,
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-

influence-effort.
203 Heidi Holz, Darlene Onuorah, and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #16, Zoom, Jan. 27, 2025.

204 Leanne Jorari and Ben Butler, “Fears in Papua New Guinea Over Reports of China Mobile Buying Major
Phone Carrier Digicel,” Guardian, May 31, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/01/fears-in-
papua-new-guinea-over-reports-of-china-mobile-buying-major-phone-carrier-digicel.

205 Andrew Penn, “Expanding the Telestra Family with Digicel Pacific,” Digicel, Oct. 25, 2021,
https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/expanding-the-telstra-family-with-digicel-pacific; “Telestra Finalises
Acquisition of Digicel Pacific,” Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, July 14, 2022,

CNA Research Memorandum | 108


http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220705_10715289.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528_59620.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528_59620.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202306/t20230629_11105350.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201_11017270.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201_11017270.htm
https://www.cctv.com/english/cctv4/individual_e.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-11/12/c_137601733.htm
https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/
https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/
https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/11/ARTIu5QWQ27invro3zDk1wBW240711.shtml
https://theislandsun.com.sb/kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/
https://theislandsun.com.sb/kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/
https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-information-environment/
https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-information-environment/
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-influence-effort
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-influence-effort
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/01/fears-in-papua-new-guinea-over-reports-of-china-mobile-buying-major-phone-carrier-digicel
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/01/fears-in-papua-new-guinea-over-reports-of-china-mobile-buying-major-phone-carrier-digicel
https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/expanding-the-telstra-family-with-digicel-pacific

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/telstra-finalises-acquisition-digicel-
pacific; “Joint Statement by Australia, Japan and the United States on Telecommunications Financing,” US
International Development Finance Corporation, May 19, 2023, https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-
releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-telecommunications-financing.

206 Natalie Whiting, “China Boots Media from Pacific Island Leaders Meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping,” Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Nov. 16, 2018, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-
16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666.

207 “Papua New Guinea: Chinese Delegation Excludes Journalists from Three Side Events During APEC
Summit,” Reporters Without Borders, Nov. 21, 2018, https:/rsf.org/en/papua-new-guinea-chinese-delegation-
excludes-journalists-three-side-events-during-apec-summit; Singh, “China and Pacific Media: Pacific Island
Governments Must Support Press Freedom”; Charlotte Greenfield and Philip Wen, “China’s Xi Makes Push
into Pacific; Scores ‘Own Goal’ with Block on Media,” Reuters, Nov. 16, 2018,
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-
media-idUSKCNINL18K/; Whiting, “China Boots Media from Pacific Island Leaders Meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping.”

208 Singh, “China and Pacific Media: Pacific Island Governments Must Support Press Freedom”; “China-
Taiwan Tensions Erupt over Diplomats’ Fight in Fiji,” BBC, Oct. 19, 2020, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-54605976.

209 Kate Lyons, “Outcry as China Stops Pacific Journalists Questioning Wang Yi,” Guardian, May 31, 2022,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/31/outcry-as-china-stops-pacific-journalists-questioning-

wang-vi.

210 Lyons, “Outcry as China Stops Pacific Journalists Questioning Wang Yi”; Singh, “China and Pacific Media:
Pacific Island Governments Must Support Press Freedom”; “Chinese Foreign Minister Tolerates No Reporters
During Pacific Island Tour,” Reporters Without Borders, June 1, 2022, https://rsf.org/en/chinese-foreign-
minister-tolerates-no-reporters-during-pacific-island-tour.

211 «Aystralia Must Address ‘Shameful’ Exclusion of Pacific Journalists at PIF Venue, Says Regional Media
Freedom Watchdog,” Pacific Freedom Forum, Sept. 11, 2025, https://pacificfreedomforum.com/australia-
must-address-shameful-exclusion-of-pacific-journalists-at-pif-venue-says-regional-media-freedom-

watchdog/.

212 Mackenzie Smith and Toby Mann, “China Is Trying to Buy Influence with Media in the Pacific as It Aims
to Strengthen Its Presence in the Region,” ABC News, Aug. 1, 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-
02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914.

213 Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #1, Zoom, Jan. 15, 2025.

214 Carreon, Belford, and Young, “Failed Palau Media Deal Reveals Inner Workings of China’s Pacific
Influence Effort.”

215 “Chinese Embassy Provides Assistance Grant to Tonga Broadcasting Commission,” PRC Embassy in
Tonga, Mar. 15, 2019, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190315_57728.htm.

216 Doddy Morris, “GX Foundation Backs Vanuatu Media with Equipment for Health Education,” Vanuatu
Daily Post, July 31, 2025, https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-
equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html.

217 Yang Han, “GX Foundation Aids Disaster Resilience Efforts in Vanuatu,” China Daily, Aug. 5, 2025,
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/05/WS6891a442a31073015a870daf html.

28 Pacific Island Journalists’ Visit to China Provides Broader Insight, Posted by EMTV Online (YouTube,
Dec. 18, 2017), Video. https:/ www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBOWu-iw8ul.

CNA Research Memorandum | 109


https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/telstra-finalises-acquisition-digicel-pacific
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/telstra-finalises-acquisition-digicel-pacific
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-telecommunications-financing
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-telecommunications-financing
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666
https://rsf.org/en/papua-new-guinea-chinese-delegation-excludes-journalists-three-side-events-during-apec-summit
https://rsf.org/en/papua-new-guinea-chinese-delegation-excludes-journalists-three-side-events-during-apec-summit
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-media-idUSKCN1NL18K/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-media-idUSKCN1NL18K/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54605976
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54605976
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/31/outcry-as-china-stops-pacific-journalists-questioning-wang-yi
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/31/outcry-as-china-stops-pacific-journalists-questioning-wang-yi
https://rsf.org/en/chinese-foreign-minister-tolerates-no-reporters-during-pacific-island-tour
https://rsf.org/en/chinese-foreign-minister-tolerates-no-reporters-during-pacific-island-tour
https://pacificfreedomforum.com/australia-must-address-shameful-exclusion-of-pacific-journalists-at-pif-venue-says-regional-media-freedom-watchdog/
https://pacificfreedomforum.com/australia-must-address-shameful-exclusion-of-pacific-journalists-at-pif-venue-says-regional-media-freedom-watchdog/
https://pacificfreedomforum.com/australia-must-address-shameful-exclusion-of-pacific-journalists-at-pif-venue-says-regional-media-freedom-watchdog/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190315_57728.htm
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/05/WS6891a442a31073015a870daf.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB0Wu-iw8uI

219 “China’s International Press Conference Centre Program,” Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Aug. 7,2023,
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/tag/chinas-international-press-conference-centre-program/.

220 Jasmine Netzler-lose, “Unveiling the Real China: Samoa Joins Global Media Leaders in China Visit,”
originally published by Savali Newspaper and reposted by Samoa Newshub, May 10, 2025,
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-
visit/.

221 “pacific Journos Meet Chinese Foreign Ministry Official, Praise China,” Solomon Star, June 29, 2025,
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/pacific-journos-meet-chinese-foreign-ministry-official-praise-china/.

222 Heidi Holz and Anthony Miller, China’s Playbook for Shaping the Global Media Environment, CNA, IRM-
2020-U-024710-Final, Feb. 2020, https://www.cna.org/reports/2020/02/IRM-2020-U-024710-Final.pdf.

223 Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #4, Zoom, Jan. 24, 2025.

224 Comments from panelist during event held by CNA and the Centre for Strategic Studies, Victoria University
of Wellington, Sept. 22, 2025.

225 Ronald Toito’ona and Charley Piringi, “Leaked Emails Show China Interfering in Solomons Media,” In-
Depth Solomons, Jan. 22, 2024, https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-
solomons-media/.

226 Comments from panelist during event held by CNA and the University of the South Pacific at the Holiday
Inn in Suva, Sept. 17, 2025.

227 Riya Mala, “Fiji Media Stays Independent Amid Support,” FBC News, Sept. 18, 2025,
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/fiji-media-stays-independent-amid-support/.

228 Holz and Miller, China’s Playbook for Shaping the Global Media Environment.

229 See, for example, Liu Qiang, “RIMPAC a Demonstration of US Hegemony,” China Daily, July 13, 2024,

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202407/13/WS6691db81a31095¢51¢50ddc6.html; “Xinhua Commentary:
Why More Developing Countries Are Saying No to US Hegemony,” Xinhua, Apr. 14, 2023,
https://english.news.cn/20230414/84534¢77¢70c4935bef1d5a6651fbfb7/c.html; Qin Sheng, “Fake News or
Common Practice? Suspicions Behind US Interference in Solomon Islands Election,” Global Times, Apr. 19,
2024, https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202404/1310926.shtml.

230

For examples, see this collection of Facebook posts by  Savali  News:
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?g=china&filters=eyJycF9icmVhdGlvbl90aW 11
0jAI01J7XCIuYWIIXCI6XCJicmVhdGlvbl90aW 11X CIsX CJhemdzXCI6 XCJ7XFxcInNOY XJ0X311Y XJcX
FwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxclixeXFwic3RhenRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTF¢XFwiLFxcXCJlbmR fe
WVhclxcXCI6 XFxcljIwMjVeXFwiLFxcXCIIbmR fbW9udGhec XFwiOlxeXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxclixcXFwic3
RhenRIZGFESXFxcljipe XFwiMjAyNSOXxL TFcXFwiLFxcXCJIbmRfZGF5XFxcljpc XFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zM
VxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D.

21 In 2025, Reporters without Borders’ press freedom index ranked China 178 out of 180 countries in the
world. This represented a drop from a ranking of 172 the year before, which reflects Beijing’s increasing
restrictions on the country’s media. See “China,” Reporters Without Borders, 2025, accessed Sept. 30, 2025,
https://rsf.org/en/country/china.

232 Panel discussion hosted by the Centre for Strategic Studies at Victoria University of Wellington, Sept. 22,

2025.

233 «“vital Statistics and Population Estimates,” Cook Islands Statistics Office, Dec. 2024,
https://stats.gov.ck/vital-statistics-and-population-estimates/. Note that the CIA World Factbook offers a much
lower estimate of Cook Islands’ resident population at 7,761; see Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),
“Australia-Oceania: Cook Islands,” World Factbook, accessed Oct. 22, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/cook-islands/.

CNA Research Memorandum | 110


https://www.postcourier.com.pg/tag/chinas-international-press-conference-centre-program/
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-visit/
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-visit/
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/pacific-journos-meet-chinese-foreign-ministry-official-praise-china/
https://www.cna.org/reports/2020/02/IRM-2020-U-024710-Final.pdf
https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-solomons-media/
https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-solomons-media/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/fiji-media-stays-independent-amid-support/
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202407/13/WS6691db81a31095c51c50ddc6.html
https://english.news.cn/20230414/84534e77c70c4935bef1d5a6651fbfb7/c.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202404/1310926.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100048655520304/search?q=china&filters=eyJycF9jcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lOjAiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lXCIsXCJhcmdzXCI6XCJ7XFxcInN0YXJ0X3llYXJcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1XFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfeWVhclxcXCI6XFxcIjIwMjVcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfbW9udGhcXFwiOlxcXCIyMDI1LTEyXFxcIixcXFwic3RhcnRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xLTFcXFwiLFxcXCJlbmRfZGF5XFxcIjpcXFwiMjAyNS0xMi0zMVxcXCJ9XCJ9In0%3D
https://rsf.org/en/country/china
https://stats.gov.ck/vital-statistics-and-population-estimates/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/cook-islands/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/cook-islands/

234 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Cook Islands.”

235 “Cook Islands,” in Ethnologue: Languages of the World, 21st ed., ed. Gary F. Simons and Charles D.
Fenning (Dallas: SIL International, 2018), http://www.ethnologue.com.

236 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Cook Islands.”
237 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Cook Islands.”

238 “The Constitution of the Cook Islands,” UN Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed Mar. 22, 2019,
http://www.track.unodc.org/LegalLibrary/LegalResources/Cook%?20Islands/Laws/Cook%?20Islands%20Cons
titution%201965.pdf.

239 “Cook Islands Leading the Way in Tabling Freedom of Information Bill,” Pacific Islands News Association,
Feb. 14, 2008, https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/programs/ai/rti/international/laws_papers/intl/cook
islands leading_the way_in_tabling_foi_bill.pdf.

240 Pacific Media Assistance Scheme (PACMAS), Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report,
2013, p. 6, http://www.abc.net.au/cm/1b/9250226/data/cook-islands-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf.

241 «“Cook Islands: Politicians Move to Ban Journalist from Parliament,” International Federation of Journalists,
June 2020, https://www.if].org/media-centre/news/detail/article/cook-islands-politicians-move-to-ban-
journalist-from-parliament; “Pacific Media Groups Urge Cook Islands MPs Not to Ban Journalist for Reports
on Travel Allowances,” Pacific Islands News Association, June 2020, https://ifex.org/pacific-media-groups-
urge-cook-islands-mps-not-to-ban-journalist-for-reports-on-travel-allowances/; “Cook Islands Speaker
Refrains  from  Banning Journalist,” Radio New  Zealand (RNZ), July 2, 2020,
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/420330/cook-islands-speaker-refrains-from-banning-

journalist.
242 Cook Islands Business Trade Investment Board, “The Cook Islands Investment Code,” Development

Investment Board, accessed Nov. 19, 2019, https://www.btib.gov.ck/public/templateEditor/kcfinder/upload/
files/New%20format%20Investment%20Code%202003.pdf.

243 «Expressions of Interest: Daily Newspaper for Sale,” Cook Islands News, July 6, 2023,
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/uncategorised/internal/opinion/editorials/expressions-of-interest-daily-
newspaper-for-sale/; Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #4, Zoom, Jan. 24, 2025.

244 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, “Cook Islands and China Discuss Forward Co-Operation,”
Government of the Cook Islands, Sept. 11, 2024, https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-
discuss-forward-co-operation.

245 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, Action Plan 2025-2030 for the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership Between the Cook Islands and the People’s Republic of China, Government of the Cook Islands,
Feb. 2025, https://mfai.gov.ck/sites/default/files/2025-02/2025-2030%20-
%20Action%20Plan%20for%20Strategic%20Partnership _0.pdf.

246 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, “Cook Islands and China Discuss Forward Co-Operation,”
Government of the Cook Islands, Sept. 11, 2024, https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-
discuss-forward-co-operation.

247 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,” People’s
Republic of  China (PRC) Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, May 28, 2025,
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/wjbzhd/202505/t20250528 11635595 .html.

28 Action Plan 2025-2030 for the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the Cook Islands and the
People’s Republic of China.

29 “TV Guide,” Sky Pacific, http://www.skypacific.tv/TvGuide; “All in Home Plan,” Sky Pacific,
http://www.skypacific.tv/AlllnHome.jsp; “Ways to Watch: Ways to Watch ABC Australia,” ABC, accessed
Jan. 2, 2025, https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/ways-to-watch. CNA Research Memorandum | 111



http://www.ethnologue.com/
http://www.track.unodc.org/LegalLibrary/LegalResources/Cook%20Islands/Laws/Cook%20Islands%20Constitution%201965.pdf
http://www.track.unodc.org/LegalLibrary/LegalResources/Cook%20Islands/Laws/Cook%20Islands%20Constitution%201965.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/programs/ai/rti/international/laws_papers/intl/cook_islands_leading_the_way_in_tabling_foi_bill.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/programs/ai/rti/international/laws_papers/intl/cook_islands_leading_the_way_in_tabling_foi_bill.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/9250226/data/cook-islands-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/article/cook-islands-politicians-move-to-ban-journalist-from-parliament
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/article/cook-islands-politicians-move-to-ban-journalist-from-parliament
https://ifex.org/pacific-media-groups-urge-cook-islands-mps-not-to-ban-journalist-for-reports-on-travel-allowances/
https://ifex.org/pacific-media-groups-urge-cook-islands-mps-not-to-ban-journalist-for-reports-on-travel-allowances/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/420330/cook-islands-speaker-refrains-from-banning-journalist
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/420330/cook-islands-speaker-refrains-from-banning-journalist
https://www.btib.gov.ck/public/templateEditor/kcfinder/upload/files/New%20format%20Investment%20Code%202003.pdf
https://www.btib.gov.ck/public/templateEditor/kcfinder/upload/files/New%20format%20Investment%20Code%202003.pdf
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/uncategorised/internal/opinion/editorials/expressions-of-interest-daily-newspaper-for-sale/
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/uncategorised/internal/opinion/editorials/expressions-of-interest-daily-newspaper-for-sale/
https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-discuss-forward-co-operation
https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-discuss-forward-co-operation
https://mfai.gov.ck/sites/default/files/2025-02/2025-2030%20-%20Action%20Plan%20for%20Strategic%20Partnership_0.pdf
https://mfai.gov.ck/sites/default/files/2025-02/2025-2030%20-%20Action%20Plan%20for%20Strategic%20Partnership_0.pdf
https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-discuss-forward-co-operation
https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/cook-islands-and-china-discuss-forward-co-operation
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/wjbzhd/202505/t20250528_11635595.html
http://www.skypacific.tv/TvGuide
http://www.skypacific.tv/AllInHome.jsp
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/ways-to-watch

230 See, for example, “Cook Islands and China Ink Agreements, Details,” Cook Islands News, Feb. 15, 2025,
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/cook-islands-and-china-ink-agreements-details-

pending/; Al Williams, “Cops Cagey About China Visit,” Jan. 31, 2024,
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/crime/cops-cagey-about-china-visit/; Losirene
Lacanivalu, “Cooks Prime Minister at ASEAN Summit, Nicholas Acting PM,” Sept. 5, 2023,

https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/economy/cooks-prime-minister-at-asean-summit-
nicholas-acting-pm/.

21 «“Ambassador Wu Xi Was Interviewed by Cook Islands News TV on the Prevention and Control of the
COVID-19 Epidemic (5% 48 K3 il 7 b fifi 48 2 175 By 4% 52 52 o v 3 [l AL 65 2 2K V7),” Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in New Zealand (Cook Islands, Niue), Apr. 8, 2020, http://nz.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/zghkkex/202004/t20200408 853329.htm.

22 Qee, for example, “Digicel Interest in Telecom,” Cook Islands Herald, Feb. 19, 2014, p. 5,
http://www.ciherald.co.ck/articles/PDF%20Herald%20Issues/Herald%20705%2019%2002%2014.pdf;
“Cook Islands Publisher Fined, Apologizes for Articles About Teina Bishop Case,” Pacific Islands Report,
Mar. 28, 2017, http://www.pireport.org/articles/2017/03/28/cook-islands-publisher-fined-apologizes-articles-
about-teina-bishop-case.

253 The Pitt Media Group has ties to the Cook Islands government; Trevor Pitt was appointed to serve as media
advisor to two prime ministers. See PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report, p.
3; Jason Brown, “Cook Island Media Adds TV, Radio Stations,” Scoop, Feb. 10, 2006,
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/ WO0602/S00171.htm; Rachel Reeves, “PM Appoints Trevor Pitt as Media
Advisor,” Cook Islands News, Aug. 14, 2012, http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/38174-pm-appoints-
trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor/38174-pm-appoints-trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor.

254 Chalpat Sonti, “The Best Job in the World—For a Journalist,” Sydney Morning Herald, Feb. 2, 2010,
https://www.smh.com.au/world/the-best-job-in-the-world--for-a-journalist-20100128-n1jq.html; “About Us,”
Cook Islands News, https://www.cookislandsnews.com/about/.

255 Woods was previously a publisher of community newspapers in New Zealand; his wife, Liz, acts as the
newspaper’s CEO. See PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report, p. 9; “John
Woods,” Cook Islands News, accessed Mar. 22, 2019, http://www.cookislandsnews.com/national/politics/
itemlist/user/66; “About Us,” Cook Islands News; Al Williams, “Veteran Journo John Woods Calls Out South
Pacific Bureaucrats,” Timaru Herald, Feb. 9, 2018, https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-
herald/news/101278297/veteran-journo-john-woods-calls-out-south-pacific-bureaucrats.

26 PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report, pp. 3—4; “Daily Schedule: Cook
Islands,” ABC Australia, accessed Mar. 22, 2019, http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/tvguide/print/day/cook-
islands.

7 “Cook Islands Television News,” Facebook, accessed Mar. 22, 2019,
https://www.facebook.com/cookislandstelevisionnews/.

28 PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report, p. 5; Brown, “Cook Island Media
Adds TV, Radio Stations”; “Cook Islands TV,” Pacific Islands News Association (PINA),
https://pina.com.fj/pina-members/cook-islands-tv/?doing_wp_cron=1729792268.1557528972625732421875.

2% Emmanuel Samoglou, “Matariki FM Undergoes Re-Branding,” Cook Islands News, Oct. 16, 2013,
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/4124 1 -matariki-fm-undergoes-re-branding/4 124 1-matariki-fm-
undergoes-re-branding; “Rebroadcasters,” RNZ, https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/rebroadcasters.

2600 PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of Media and Communication Report, p. 4.

261 “Radio Cook Islands,” accessed Mar. 22, 2019, http://www.radio.co.ck/; PACMAS, Cook Islands: State of
Media and Communication Report, p. 4.

262 “Rebroadcasters.”
chroadeasiers CNA Research Memorandum | 112


https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/cook-islands-and-china-ink-agreements-details-pending/
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/cook-islands-and-china-ink-agreements-details-pending/
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/crime/cops-cagey-about-china-visit/
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/economy/cooks-prime-minister-at-asean-summit-nicholas-acting-pm/
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/internal/national/economy/cooks-prime-minister-at-asean-summit-nicholas-acting-pm/
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/zghkkgx/202004/t20200408_853329.htm
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/zghkkgx/202004/t20200408_853329.htm
http://www.ciherald.co.ck/articles/PDF%20Herald%20Issues/Herald%20705%2019%2002%2014.pdf
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2017/03/28/cook-islands-publisher-fined-apologizes-articles-about-teina-bishop-case
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2017/03/28/cook-islands-publisher-fined-apologizes-articles-about-teina-bishop-case
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0602/S00171.htm
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/38174-pm-appoints-trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor/38174-pm-appoints-trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/38174-pm-appoints-trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor/38174-pm-appoints-trevor-pitt-as-media-advisor
https://www.smh.com.au/world/the-best-job-in-the-world--for-a-journalist-20100128-n1jq.html
https://www.cookislandsnews.com/about/
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/national/politics/itemlist/user/66
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/national/politics/itemlist/user/66
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/101278297/veteran-journo-john-woods-calls-out-south-pacific-bureaucrats
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/101278297/veteran-journo-john-woods-calls-out-south-pacific-bureaucrats
http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/tvguide/print/day/cook-islands
http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/tvguide/print/day/cook-islands
https://www.facebook.com/cookislandstelevisionnews/
https://pina.com.fj/pina-members/cook-islands-tv/?doing_wp_cron=1729792268.1557528972625732421875
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/41241-matariki-fm-undergoes-re-branding/41241-matariki-fm-undergoes-re-branding
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/41241-matariki-fm-undergoes-re-branding/41241-matariki-fm-undergoes-re-branding
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/rebroadcasters
http://www.radio.co.ck/

263 “Radio Cook Islands”; James E. Bentley, “Pacific Islands Television Survey Report 2002,” United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), accessed Mar. 28, 2019,
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/Cl/pdf/programme_doc_bentley_report.pdf.

264 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide,” accessed Oct. 30, 2024, http://www.skypacific.tv/TvGuide.

265 Digicel Group Limited, “Digicel Completes Sale of Pacific Operations to Telstra,” Digicel, July 14, 2022,
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/digicel-completes-sale-of-pacific-operations-to-telstra-
301586496.html; Digicel TV, “Sky Pacific: Your Premier Destination for Sports and Entertainment,” Digicel
Pacific, accessed Nov. 18, 2024, https://www.digicelpacific.com/tv/fj/promotions/sky-pacific-your-premier-
destination-for-sports-entertainment; “Joint Statement by Australia, Japan and the United States on
Telecommunications Financing,” US International Development Finance Corporation, May 19, 2023,
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-
telecommunications-financing.

266 In 2011, an international law firm asked Vaka to cease broadcasting materials from CNN and BBC because
it did not have the appropriate licenses. See Rose Manins, “TV Told to Stop Re-Broadcasting,” Cook Islands
News, Apr. 25, 2011, http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/32907-tv-told-to-stop-re-broadcasting/32907-tv-
told-to-stop-re-broadcasting; “Vaka TV,” Facebook, Aug. 2018. https://www.facebook.com/pg/VakaTv/
about/?ref=page_internal; Vaka TV Live Stream, Posted by VakaTV Cook Islands (YouTube, Jan. 2018),

Video. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEMhmibON8fvWQ8dMaTyiSg.

267 Rosie Manins, “Investor Takes Vaka TV to Court,” Cook Islands News, Apr. 4, 2011,
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-to-court/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-
to-court; Dave and Vina Reuther, Facebook, accessed Mar. 22, 2019.
https://www.facebook.com/davevina.reuther.

268 CIA, “Micronesia, Federated States of,” World Factbook, accessed Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/countries/micronesia-federated-states-of.

269 CIA, “Micronesia, Federated States of.”

270 Embassy of France in the Philippines and Micronesia, “Federated States of Micronesia,” accessed Oct. 28,
2024, https://ph.ambafrance.org/Federated-States-of-Micronesia.

271 “Freedom in the World 2024: Micronesia,” Freedom in the World 2024, accessed Oct. 28, 2024,
https://freedomhouse.org/country/micronesia/freedom-world/2024.

272 CIA, “Micronesia, Federated States of.”

273 Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, “2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices:
Micronesia,” US Department of State, accessed Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-
reports-on-human-rights-practices/micronesia/.

274 «“Freedom in the World 2024: Micronesia.”

275 Federated States of Micronesia Telecommunication Regulation Authority, “Vacancy Announcement (No.
01-2018),” Department of Transportation, Communications and Infrastructure, Government of the Federated
States of Micronesia, Nov. 20, 2018; The Federated States of Micronesia National ICT and
Telecommunications  Policy, Sept. 2012,  http://www.ict.fm/documents/communications/policy/ict-

policy2012.pdf.

276 The Federated States of Micronesia National ICT and Telecommunications Policy.

277 Foreign Investment Act, Law No. 10-49, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 1997,
https://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/InvestmentLaws/laws/125.

278 «Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 113


http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/programme_doc_bentley_report.pdf
http://www.skypacific.tv/TvGuide
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/digicel-completes-sale-of-pacific-operations-to-telstra-301586496.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/digicel-completes-sale-of-pacific-operations-to-telstra-301586496.html
https://www.digicelpacific.com/tv/fj/promotions/sky-pacific-your-premier-destination-for-sports-entertainment
https://www.digicelpacific.com/tv/fj/promotions/sky-pacific-your-premier-destination-for-sports-entertainment
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-telecommunications-financing
https://www.dfc.gov/media/press-releases/joint-statement-australia-japan-and-united-states-telecommunications-financing
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/32907-tv-told-to-stop-re-broadcasting/32907-tv-told-to-stop-re-broadcasting
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/32907-tv-told-to-stop-re-broadcasting/32907-tv-told-to-stop-re-broadcasting
https://www.facebook.com/pg/VakaTv/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/VakaTv/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEMhmib0N8fvWQ8dMaTyiSg
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-to-court/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-to-court
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/item/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-to-court/33050-investor-takes-vaka-tv-to-court
https://www.facebook.com/davevina.reuther
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/micronesia-federated-states-of
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/micronesia-federated-states-of
https://ph.ambafrance.org/Federated-States-of-Micronesia
https://freedomhouse.org/country/micronesia/freedom-world/2024
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/micronesia/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/micronesia/
http://www.ict.fm/documents/communications/policy/ict-policy2012.pdf
http://www.ict.fm/documents/communications/policy/ict-policy2012.pdf
https://investmentpolicyhub.unctad.org/InvestmentLaws/laws/125

279 “China Media Group and the Public Information Office of the Micronesian Presidency Sign MOU on
Cooperation ("1 5" # AL & 55 w D e I WET B G A L5 B A E%F G 1F K 3),” China
Central Television CCTV ( i S & ), Apr. 9, 2024,
https://www.cctv.com/2024/04/09/ARTIFgMxradRUxJY3Zr0fSd1240409.shtml.

280 «Joint Statement of the People’s Republic of China and the Federated States of Micronesia (Full Text) (H
e N RSEFE 1 7 2 Je v W BL & 7 3 (4230) ),” PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Apr. 10, 2024,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/gjhdq 676201/gj 676203/dyz_681240/1206_681568/xgxw_681574/202404/t202
40410_11279506.shtml.

281 See, for example, “Ambassador Wu Wei Publishes an Article on the Kaselehlie Press,” Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China in the Federated States of Micronesia, Sept. 30, 2023, http:/fm.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202309/t20230930 11154065.htm; “Charge d’Affaires ad interim Zhang Weitao
Publishes an Article on the Kaselehlie Press,” Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Federated
States of Micronesia, May 26, 2023, http://fm.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202305/t20230526_11084072.htm.

282 Pacific Island Journalists’ Visit to China Provides Broader Insight, Posted by EMTV Online (YouTube,
Dec. 18, 2017), video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBOWu-iw8ul.

283 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “Channel Lineup,” https://www.fsmtc.fm/cable/channel-lineup.

284 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “TV,” https://www.fsmtc.fm/tv.

85 2024 Investment Climate Statements: Micronesia, US Department of State, 2024,
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-investment-climate-statements/micronesia/.

286 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “FAQ,” https://www.fsmtc.fm/fag/cable?page=1.
287 “Channel Lineup.”

288 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “TV.”

89 Andrew Posner, “Federated States of Micronesia,” State Magazine, July 2021,

https://statemag.state.gov/2021/07/0721pom/.

20 «The Kaselehlie Press,” Kaselehlie Press, Jan. 22, 2025, https://issuu.com/kpressfsm/
docs/kpress_vol25 iss 03 - 22 jan 25.

21 V6AH, “About V6AH,” Facebook, accessed March 2, 2025,
https://www.facebook.com/V6AHPOHNPEI/about details.

292 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “V6AH Radio Pohnpei,” http://www.fm/pohnpei/radio.htm.

293 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “V6AI Radio Yap,” http://www.fim/yap/radio.htm.

2% FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “V6AJ Radio Kosrae,” http://www.fm/kosrae/radio.htm.

295 FSM Telecommunications Corporation, “V6AK Radio Chuuk,” http://www.fm/chuuk/radio.htm.

2% CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Fiji,” World Factbook, 2024, accessed Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/countries/fiji/.

27 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Fiji.”
28 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Fiji.”

2% Data Hub, “Fiji: Internet Users,” International Telecommunications Union, https:/datahub.itu.int/
dashboards/umc/indicator/?id=651541&e=FJ1&i=11624.

300 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Fiji.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 114


https://www.cctv.com/2024/04/09/ARTIFqMxra4RUxJY3Zr0fSdl240409.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/dyz_681240/1206_681568/xgxw_681574/202404/t20240410_11279506.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/dyz_681240/1206_681568/xgxw_681574/202404/t20240410_11279506.shtml
http://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202309/t20230930_11154065.htm
http://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202309/t20230930_11154065.htm
http://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202305/t20230526_11084072.htm
http://fm.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202305/t20230526_11084072.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB0Wu-iw8uI
https://www.fsmtc.fm/cable/channel-lineup
https://www.fsmtc.fm/tv
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-investment-climate-statements/micronesia/
https://www.fsmtc.fm/faq/cable?page=1
https://statemag.state.gov/2021/07/0721pom/
https://issuu.com/kpressfsm/docs/kpress_vol25_iss_03_-_22_jan_25
https://issuu.com/kpressfsm/docs/kpress_vol25_iss_03_-_22_jan_25
https://www.facebook.com/V6AHPOHNPEI/about_details
http://www.fm/pohnpei/radio.htm
http://www.fm/yap/radio.htm
http://www.fm/kosrae/radio.htm
http://www.fm/chuuk/radio.htm
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/fiji/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/fiji/
https://datahub.itu.int/dashboards/umc/indicator/?id=651541&e=FJI&i=11624
https://datahub.itu.int/dashboards/umc/indicator/?id=651541&e=FJI&i=11624

301 “Constitution of the Republic of Fiji,” Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute, 2013,

http://www.paclii.org/{j/Fiji-Constitution-English-2013.pdf.

302 “Freedom in the World 2024: Fiji,” Freedom House, Feb. 2024, https:/freedomhouse.org/country/
fiji/freedom-world/2024.

303 Vijay Narayan, “New Draft Bill Proposes to Preserve the Elements of Media Ownership Regulation and
Registration Under MIDA for Now,” Fijivillage, Mar. 20, 2023, https://www.fijivillage.com/news/
Consultation-on-foreign-ownership-and-cross-ownership-rules-for-media-services-necessary-fr5x48/.

304 Kevin Anthony, “Repeal Draconian MIDA Act, Say Media and Journalism Stakeholders,” RNZ, Mar. 28,
2023, https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/486816/repeal-draconian-mida-act-say-media-and-
journalism-stakeholders; Arieta Vakasukawaqa, “Ownership Issue Needs Much Wider Consultations—Naidu,”
Fiji Times, Mar. 24, 2023, https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/ownership-issue-needs-much-wider-consultations-
naidu/.

305 Ryan Woo, “China State Media Races to Plant Presence in Nauru After Switch from Taiwan,” Reuters, Jan.
17, 2024, https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-state-media-races-plant-presence-nauru-after-
switch-taiwan-2024-01-17/; “Overseas Branches: Asia-Pacific Region (JREEE (55) #hr32ildy: T RHL
[X),” Xinhua, accessed May 2, 2025, http://www.news.cn/xinhuashe/pzgwfzjg.htm.

306 Media Industry Development Authority (MIDA), “List of Media Registered with MIDA,” Media Industry
Development Authority of Fiji, Oct. 23, 2018, accessed Mar. 14, 2019, http://www.mida.org.fj/filemanager/

files/downloads/LIST OF _MEDIA REGISTERED WITH MIDA AS AT 23 10_18.pdf; Leone
Cabenatabua, “Xinhua Here,” Fiji Sun, Mar. 21, 2011, https://fijisun.com.f]j/2011/03/21/xinhua-here/.

307 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

308 Adam Ziogas and Blake Johnson, “China’s Failed Information Offensive in Fiji,” Australia Strategic Policy
Institute, May 29, 2024, https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-failed-information-offensive-in-fiji/.

309 Chinese Embassy in Fiji (@ChineseEmb_FJ), “Slander in Paradise: Diplomat of Chinese Embassy in Fiji
Unmasking #60MinutesAustralia 's Dirty Tactics to Control the Public Opinion. (1/2) @sun_fiji @fijitimes
@FBC News @fijivillage @FijiOneNews @FijiliveNews @maitvfiji,” Tweet, X, Mar. 29, 2024.
https://x.com/ChineseEmb_FJ/status/1773822035686523073; Chinese Embassy in Fiji (@ChineseEmb_FJ),
“Slander in Paradise: Diplomat of Chinese Embassy in Fiji Unmasking #60MinutesAustralia 's Dirty Tactics
to Control the Public Opinion. (2/2) @sun_fiji @fijitimes @FBC News @fijivillage @FijiOneNews
@FijiliveNews  @maitvfiji,” Tweet, X, Mar. 29, 2024. https://x.com/ChineseEmb_FJ/status/
1773822399227769121.

310 For instance, see Leng Shumei and Shan Jie, “GT Investigates: Australian Media Urged to Play a More
Positive Role in Promoting Cooperation, Peace as They Enhance Sneaky Maneuvers in PICs to Smear China,”
Global Times, Apr. 1, 2024, https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202404/1309922.shtml; “Reports on New
Caledonia Unrest Shows Western Media’s Crisis Exploitation, Bias Toward China,” June 27, 2024,
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202406/1315004.shtml.

311 For example, see Nacanielli Tuilevuka, “Zhou: Stop Accusations and Report to Police,” The Fiji Times,
Apr. 8, 2024, updated July 9, 2024, https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/zhou-stop-accusations-and-report-to-police/;
“Chinese Embassy Refutes 60 Minutes Claims,” FijiLive, Mar. 27, 2024, https://fijilive.com/chinese-embassy-
refutes-60-minutes-claims/.

312 «Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

313 Litia Cava, “Government to Launch Multimedia Studio with China’s Support,” FBC News, Sept. 5, 2025,
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/government-to-launch-multimedia-studio-with-chinas-support/.

314 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 115


http://www.paclii.org/fj/Fiji-Constitution-English-2013.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/country/fiji/freedom-world/2024
https://freedomhouse.org/country/fiji/freedom-world/2024
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Consultation-on-foreign-ownership-and-cross-ownership-rules-for-media-services-necessary-fr5x48/
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/Consultation-on-foreign-ownership-and-cross-ownership-rules-for-media-services-necessary-fr5x48/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/486816/repeal-draconian-mida-act-say-media-and-journalism-stakeholders
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/486816/repeal-draconian-mida-act-say-media-and-journalism-stakeholders
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/ownership-issue-needs-much-wider-consultations-naidu/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/ownership-issue-needs-much-wider-consultations-naidu/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-state-media-races-plant-presence-nauru-after-switch-taiwan-2024-01-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-state-media-races-plant-presence-nauru-after-switch-taiwan-2024-01-17/
http://www.news.cn/xinhuashe/pzgwfzjg.htm
http://www.mida.org.fj/filemanager/files/downloads/LIST_OF_MEDIA_REGISTERED_WITH_MIDA_AS_AT_23_10_18.pdf
http://www.mida.org.fj/filemanager/files/downloads/LIST_OF_MEDIA_REGISTERED_WITH_MIDA_AS_AT_23_10_18.pdf
https://fijisun.com.fj/2011/03/21/xinhua-here/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/chinas-failed-information-offensive-in-fiji/
https://x.com/ChineseEmb_FJ/status/1773822035686523073
https://x.com/ChineseEmb_FJ/status/1773822399227769121
https://x.com/ChineseEmb_FJ/status/1773822399227769121
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202404/1309922.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202406/1315004.shtml
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/zhou-stop-accusations-and-report-to-police/
https://fijilive.com/chinese-embassy-refutes-60-minutes-claims/
https://fijilive.com/chinese-embassy-refutes-60-minutes-claims/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/government-to-launch-multimedia-studio-with-chinas-support/

315 Woo, “China State Media Races to Plant Presence in Nauru After Switch from Taiwan”; “Overseas
Branches: Asia-Pacific Region.”

316 On Xinhua and the Chinese-language Fiji Daily, see Information Sharing Agreement Between Fiji Sun and
Xinhua  News  Agency, Posted by Rachna R (YouTube, Nov. 5, 2014), Video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CevdVoQdneo; Feng Liu, “Opinion: It Is Better to Teach People to Fish
Than to Give Them Fish,” Fiji Sun, June 2, 2018, http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/06/02/opinion-it-is-better-to-teach-
people-to-fish-than-to-give-them-fish/. On the news exchange agreement with China Daily, see examples of
articles published in the Fiji Sun, such as Laurence Brahm, “Quality over Quantity: China Re-Inventing Itself,”
Fiji Sun, Mar. 9, 2019, http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/09/quality-over-quantity-china-re-inventing-itself/; China
Daily, “How Xi Pioneered Anti-Poverty Fight,” Fiji Sun, Mar. 9, 2018, https:/fijisun.com.{j/2018/03/09/how-
xi-pioneered-anti-poverty-fight/.

317 Xinhua content is often published as a Reuters wire article. See, for example, “North Korea’s Kim Says to
Work for ‘Welcomed” Result in Second Trump Summit: Xinhua,” Fiji Times, Jan. 10, 2019,
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-
xinhua/; “Chinese Vice Premier Calls for Greater Effort to Stabilize Foreign Trade: Xinhua,” Fiji Times, Apr.
3, 2022, https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-
xinhua/.

318 «A List of the Achievements of Guangdong Province’s Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries (]~ A4
5KV 5 E A A TS #),” Guangdong Provincial People’s Government Office of Foreign Affairs (] %<
BN RBUF NI =), May 29, 2022, http:/www.news.cn/world/2022-05/29/c_1128695025.htm.

319 See, for example, “Ambassador Zhou Jian Publishes a Signed Article Entitled ‘Upholding the Tradition of
Always Standing Together and Jointly Build a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind,”” Embassy of
the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of Fiji (PRC Embassy in Fiji), Jan. 15, 2024, http://fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202401/t20240115_11223769.htm; “Ambassador Qian Bo Publishes a Signed
Article Entitled ‘The Pacific Ocean Should Be the Ocean of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation,”” PRC
Embassy in Fiji, May 26, 2022, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202205/t20220526_10692809.htm.

320 “Ambassador Qian Bo Meets with Journalists from the Pacific Islands Countries and Gives An Interview,”
PRC Embassy in Fiji, May 16, 2019, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201905/t20190516
880895.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Accepted an Exclusive Interview with an In-Depth News Reporter (J#
S KA 2 =2 % B [ id & % 15),” June 2, 2023, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/
t20230605_11089455.htm.

321 “Ambassador Qian Bo Visits Fiji Sun and Fiji Times,” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Mar. 18, 2019, http://fj.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318 880865.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Jian Visits Fiji Sun,” PRC
Embassy in Fiji, Feb. 16, 2023, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217 11026264.htm;
“Ambassador Zhou Jian Visits the Fiji Times (J18| KAEE V] (FEFFIHR) ),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Feb. 17,
2023, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217 11026259.htm; “Ambassador Qian Bo
Visits the Chinese Media Fiji Daily News (B KA E Vi LR (REGFHAR) #i4h),” PRC Embassy in
Fiji, Sept. 10, 2020, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202009/t20200910 885226.htm; “Ambassador
Zhou Jian Visits Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (J& &I KX A8E U7 55 #62 7]),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, June
5, 2023, http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089460.htm.

322 See, for example, “Ambassador Zhou Jian Holds a Special Media Briefing on Fijian Prime Minister
Rambuka’s Visit to China (&1 KAE %47 25 S 22 A R U He B BRI £Y),” PRC Embassy in Fiji,
Sept. 1, 2024, http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202409/t20240902 11483082.htm; “Ambassador
Zhou Jian Holds a Special Meeting with Media and Scholars on the ‘Two Sessions” (J& &1 Kf#i2847<f &%
Y AA 2% 3% DUTH 43),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, Mar. 16, 2023, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/
202303/t20230317_11043411.htm; “Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Fiji Answers Questions from

CNA Research Memorandum | 116


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CevdVoQdneo
http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/06/02/opinion-it-is-better-to-teach-people-to-fish-than-to-give-them-fish/
http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/06/02/opinion-it-is-better-to-teach-people-to-fish-than-to-give-them-fish/
http://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/09/quality-over-quantity-china-re-inventing-itself/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/09/how-xi-pioneered-anti-poverty-fight/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2018/03/09/how-xi-pioneered-anti-poverty-fight/
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-xinhua/
http://www.news.cn/world/2022-05/29/c_1128695025.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202401/t20240115_11223769.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202401/t20240115_11223769.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/202205/t20220526_10692809.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201905/t20190516_880895.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201905/t20190516_880895.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089455.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089455.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190318_880865.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217_11026264.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202302/t20230217_11026259.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202009/t20200910_885226.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202306/t20230605_11089460.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202409/t20240902_11483082.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202303/t20230317_11043411.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202303/t20230317_11043411.htm

Reporters from the Fiji Broadcasting Corporation (H [E 523G 1H & 5 NE 2B #&A Aid# W),” PRC
Embassy in Fiji, May 4, 2023, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202305/t20230504_11070306.htm;
“Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Fiji Answers Reporters’ Questions Regarding the Remarks Made
by the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (H' [ 4F3E G TH A& 5 ANFURFVE 8 EHig Izt B b 5 5 w2
# 11]),” PRC Embassy in Fiji, July 15, 2022, http:/fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220715 _
10721940.htm.

323 Pacific Island Journalists” Visit to China Provides Broader Insight.

32 “Journos Attend Four-Month Training in China,” Papua New Guinea Post-Courier, Aug. 7, 2023,
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/tag/chinas-international-press-conference-centre-program/. Note that the
article incorrectly refers to the China International Press Communication Center as the China International
Press Conference Center.

325 Nicholas Mwai, “Pacific Journalists Join CIPPC Program in Beijing,” Daily Post, Aug. 24, 2025,
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/pacific-journalists-join-cippc-program-in-beijing/article_c0e68969-e9e5-
5f53-8635-1d8e327551a5.html.

326 «“pacific Journos Meet Chinese Foreign Ministry Official, Praise China,” Solomon Star, June 29, 2025,
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/pacific-journos-meet-chinese-foreign-ministry-official-praise-china/.

327 “Joint Statement between the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Fiji,” PRC Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Aug. 22, 2024, https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/zy/gb/202408/t20240823 11478777.html.

328 “China Has Handed Over a Batch of Media Equipment to the Fijian Government for No Charge,” People’s
Daily Online, Sept. 11, 2011, http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/7601503.html; site inactive as of June
2025. Accessible here: https://pmcarchive.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/fiji-china-donates-media-equipment-
government-7622.html. See also “Media Equipment,” Lowy Institute, https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/
project/?id=CHN-Grant-FJI-15-20-220-22040.

329 «“About the FBC,” FBC News, https:/www.fbcnews.com.fj/about/; “World,” FBC News,
https://www.fbecnews.com.fj/world/; “Radio Fiji One: Na Domoiviti,” FBC, https://www.radiofijione.com.fj/.

330 «About the FBC.”

31 Standing Committee on Economic Affairs, Consolidated Report on Fiji Broadcasting Corporation Limited
2010-2015 Annual Reports, Parliament of the Republic of Fiji, July 2018, available at
http://www.parliament.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/FBC.pdf; FBC TV, “TV Guide,” 2019,
https://www.fbctv.com.fj/#tv-guide; “Ways to Watch: Rebroadcasters,” ABC Australia, 2019,
http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/tuning; “PasifikaTV: See It on Your Channel,” 2019,
https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/.

332 “About the FBC.”
333 “List of Media Registered with MIDA.”

33 David Bandurski, “Global Chinese Media Cooperative Union (tH: 74 SC AR A 1EEER),” China Media
Project Dictionary, May 12, 2023, https://chinamediaproject.org/the ccp_dictionary/global-chinese-media-
cooperative-union/; “Fiji: Fiji Daily (3£5f: ¥ H1lt),” Global Chinese Media Cooperation Union (it 74£
OB R A fE B B, June 13, 2023, https:/www.gemeu.com/static/content/LMHY/HY GL/2023-06-
13/1118202087773077504.html.

335 Yang has been in Fiji since 2006, when he moved there with his family. In addition to managing Chinese
Media (Fiji) Ltd., he also has written for China’s Global Times (A ¥kHT#) and contributed an essay on media
and China’s Belt and Road Initiative for the Proceedings of the 9th Annual World Chinese Media Forum (Zf
JuJm AR SCAL R 1518 SC4E) in 2017. Liu Feng is the publisher and director of Chinese Media (Fiji); he is
a citizen of Fiji. See “List of Media Registered with MIDA;” “Big Ben Award Winner Hopes Ceremony Will
CNA Research Memorandum | 117


http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202305/t20230504_11070306.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220715_10721940.htm
http://fj.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220715_10721940.htm
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/tag/chinas-international-press-conference-centre-program/
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/pacific-journalists-join-cippc-program-in-beijing/article_c0e68969-e9e5-5f53-8635-1d8e327551a5.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/pacific-journalists-join-cippc-program-in-beijing/article_c0e68969-e9e5-5f53-8635-1d8e327551a5.html
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/pacific-journos-meet-chinese-foreign-ministry-official-praise-china/
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/zy/gb/202408/t20240823_11478777.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90883/7601503.html
https://pmcarchive.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/fiji-china-donates-media-equipment-government-7622.html
https://pmcarchive.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/fiji-china-donates-media-equipment-government-7622.html
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Grant-FJI-15-20-220-22040
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Grant-FJI-15-20-220-22040
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/about/
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/world/
https://www.radiofijione.com.fj/
http://www.parliament.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/FBC.pdf
https://www.fbctv.com.fj/#tv-guide
http://www.abcaustralia.net.au/tuning
https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/
https://chinamediaproject.org/the_ccp_dictionary/global-chinese-media-cooperative-union/
https://chinamediaproject.org/the_ccp_dictionary/global-chinese-media-cooperative-union/
https://www.gcmcu.com/static/content/LMHY/HYGL/2023-06-13/1118202087773077504.html
https://www.gcmcu.com/static/content/LMHY/HYGL/2023-06-13/1118202087773077504.html

Be Held in Fiji,” Fii  Sun, Dec. 29, 2017, https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-
sun/20171229/281487866725371; “Small Tourist Hotspots, Many Nuggets of Opportunity in Fiji (Xiao Zhong
Luyou Redian, Feiji Jue Jin Jiyu Duo; /NXIRIFHA S, CHLIESHLIEZL),” Global Times, Dec. 5, 2018,
https://3w.huanqiu.com/a/de583b/7105AcHi0Zq?agt=5; Feng Liu, “Governing Is Like Cooking Small Fish. It
Takes Care and Stability,” Fiji Sun, Oct. 28, 2018, https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-
sun/20181028/282179357077815.

336 «About Us,” Fiji One News, https://fijionenews.com.fj/about-us/.
337 “About Us,” Fiji One News.

38 “New Fiji Sun Daily Newspaper Makes Debut,” Pacific Islands Report, Sept. 27, 1999,
http://www.pireport.org/articles/1999/09/27/mew-fiji-sun-daily-newspaper-makes-debut; Rachna Lal,
“Information Sharing Deal Signed Between Fiji Sun and Xinhua News Agency,” Fiji Sun, Nov. 7, 2014,
https://fijisun.com.fj/2014/11/07/information-sharing-deal-signed-between-fiji-sun-and-xinhua-news-agency/;
Chen Jia, “Growth Goal Crucial Amid Outbreak,” China Daily republished by Fiji Sun, Feb. 17, 2020,
https:/fijisun.com.fj/2020/02/17/growth-goal-crucial-amid-outbreak/; Xinhua, “China Expands Visa-Free
Transit Policy to More Ports,” Fiji Sun, July 16, 2024, https://fijisun.com.fj/2024/07/16/china-expands-visa-
free-transit-policy-to-more-ports/.

339 The CJ Patel Group, according to its LinkedIn profile, controls “the operations of over 20 different
companies across 10 countries.” See CJ Patel Group of Companies, LinkedIn page, accessed Mar. 22, 2019,
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cjpatel/about/; “CJ Patel,” accessed Mar. 22, 2019, http://cjp.com.fj/cjp/.

340 For more examples of Xinhua content published as a Reuters wire article, see “North Korea’s Kim Says to
Work for ‘Welcomed Result in Second Trump Summit: Xinhua,” Fiji Times, Jan. 10, 2019,
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-
xinhua/; “Chinese Vice Premier Calls for Greater Effort to Stabilize Foreign Trade: Xinhua,” Fiji Times, Apr.
3, 2022, https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-
xinhua/.

341 The Motibhai Group of Companies bought the paper from Murdoch’s News Corp in 2010 following the
introduction of the Media Industry Development Act. Motibhai is chaired by Fijian Kirit Patel. See “Motibhai
Group to Buy Fiji Times,” Pacific Islands Report, Sept. 15, 2010, http://www.pireport.org/articles/2010/09/16/
motibhai-group-buy-fiji-times; “Motibhai Buys the Fiji Times,” Motibhai Press Release, Sept. 16, 2010,
https://www.motibhai.com/News-Events/Website-Training.aspx; Sakul Kundra, “Times, 149 Years On,” Fiji
Times, Sept. 8, 2018, https://www.fijitimes.com/times-149-years-on/; Motibhai Group, “Motibhai Group 90th
Anniversary: Historic Moment for Group,” Fiji Times, Nov. 28, 2021, https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/motibhai-
group-90th-anniversary-historic-moment-for-group/.

342 “Fiji Media Guide,” BBC News, Aug. 23, 2023, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919686.

343 «“News,” Fijivillage, accessed Dec. 31, 2024, https://www fijivillage.com/news/; “Tag: World News,”
Fijivillage, accessed Dec. 31, 2024, https://www.fijivillage.com/tags/World-News/.

34 “Fijivillage,” Communications Fiji Limited, https://cfl.com.fj/fijivillage/;“Fiji Media Guide,” BBC News,
Aug. 23,2023, https://www.bbec.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919686.

345 Ranoba Baoa, “Bringing Mai TV Back to Life: What Next for Station Operating in a Crowded Market,”
Fiji Sun, Mar. 12, 2022, https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20220312/
2825916764175667srsltid=AfmBOoplliyG2Lz7aEhNG4WFMFE_GFfcqOBpiNmSSNWo0741X9sROChE6.

36 University of the South Pacific, “Radio Pasifik Podcasts,” Spotify for Podcasters,
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/radiopasifik.

347 PACMAS, Fiji: State of  Media and Communication Report, 2013,
http://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/9263784/data/pacmas-fiji-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf.

CNA Research Memorandum | 118



https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20171229/281487866725371
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20171229/281487866725371
https://3w.huanqiu.com/a/de583b/7Io5AcHi0Zq?agt=5
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20181028/282179357077815
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20181028/282179357077815
https://fijionenews.com.fj/about-us/
http://www.pireport.org/articles/1999/09/27/new-fiji-sun-daily-newspaper-makes-debut
https://fijisun.com.fj/2014/11/07/information-sharing-deal-signed-between-fiji-sun-and-xinhua-news-agency/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2020/02/17/growth-goal-crucial-amid-outbreak/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2024/07/16/china-expands-visa-free-transit-policy-to-more-ports/
https://fijisun.com.fj/2024/07/16/china-expands-visa-free-transit-policy-to-more-ports/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cjpatel/about/
http://cjp.com.fj/cjp/
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com/north-koreas-kim-says-to-work-for-welcomed-result-in-second-trump-summit-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-xinhua/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/chinese-vice-premier-calls-for-greater-effort-to-stabilise-foreign-trade-xinhua/
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2010/09/16/motibhai-group-buy-fiji-times
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2010/09/16/motibhai-group-buy-fiji-times
https://www.motibhai.com/News-Events/Website-Training.aspx
https://www.fijitimes.com/times-149-years-on/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/motibhai-group-90th-anniversary-historic-moment-for-group/
https://www.fijitimes.com.fj/motibhai-group-90th-anniversary-historic-moment-for-group/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919686
https://www.fijivillage.com/news/
https://www.fijivillage.com/tags/World-News/
https://cfl.com.fj/fijivillage/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-14919686
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20220312/282591676417566?srsltid=AfmBOopIliyG2Lz7aEhNG4wFMF_GFfcqOBpiNmS5NWo74lX9sR0CfhF6
https://www.pressreader.com/fiji/fiji-sun/20220312/282591676417566?srsltid=AfmBOopIliyG2Lz7aEhNG4wFMF_GFfcqOBpiNmS5NWo74lX9sR0CfhF6
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/radiopasifik
http://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/9263784/data/pacmas-fiji-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf

38 “University Opens Radio Station,” University of the South Pacific News, Dec. 29, 2011,
https://www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=931.

3% Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

350 «“About,” The Jet, https://www.thejetnewspaper.com/abou/.
31 «About,” The Jet.

352 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: French Polynesia,” World Factbook, Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/countries/french-polynesia/.

333 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Wallis and Futuna,” World Factbook, Dec. 6, 2023, https:/www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society;  CIA,  “Australia-
Oceania: French Polynesia”; CIA, “Australia and Oceania: New Caledonia,” World Factbook, Oct. 18, 2024,
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/new-caledonia/.

35 Data Hub, “French Polynesia: Individuals Using the Internet,” International Telecommunications Union,
https://datahub.itu.int/data/?i=11624&e=PYF&c=&v=chart.

355 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: French Polynesia.”

356 Conseil Constitutionnel, “French Constitution of Oct. 4, 1958, https://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fi/sites/
default/files/as/root/bank mm/anglais/constiution_anglais_oct2009.pdf; CIA, “Australia and Oceania: French
Polynesia”; CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Wallis and Futuna.”

357 “French Polynesia President Ends Restrictions on Journalists,” Pacific Islands Report, Apr. 19, 1999,
http://www.pireport.org/articles/1999/04/19/french-polynesia-president-ends-restrictions-journalists.

338 “French Polynesia: Homebuying from Private Islands to Entire Atolls,” Financial Times, Nov. 18, 2016,
https://www.ft.com/content/d99587b4-aa7b-11e6-9cb3-bb8207902122; “Why French Polynesian Property Is
the Real Estate of the Hour,” James Edition, June 1, 2019, https://www.jamesedition.com/stories/real-
estate/new-year-new-islands-why-french-polynesian-property-is-the-real-estate-of-the-hour-1000115/.

359 «“China Media Group French Channel and Tahiti TV Jointly Pay Tribute to the Olympic Spirit (45" #%&
AL 55 V25 T A N I Ay $2 A 5 45 T Bl BLIZ K #11),” French Consulate in Papeete, June 29, 2023,
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202306/t20230629 11105350.htm;  “China  International
Television French Channel and Tahiti Television Jointly Recorded and Broadcast the French Polynesian Spring
Festival Video ("% [F AL 5 V215 0 TE AES 7 312 FU AR 65 3K 5 S5 1) -8 3 R JE 78 SIE & 7 LA ),
PRC Consulate in Papeete, Jan. 31, 2023, http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201
11017270.htm.

360 “Mr. Tian Lixiao, Consul and Head of Post of China, Gave an Interview to the Editor-in-Chief of Tahiti
Infos on the Occasion of the 20th National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party (M. TIAN Lixiao, Consul
et Chef de Poste de Chine, a accordé une interview au rédacteur en chef de Tahiti Infos a I’occasion du 20éme
Congrés national du Parti communiste chinois),” PRC Consulate in Papeete, Nov. 18, 2022,
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202211/t20221118 10977359.htm; “Mr. TIAN Lixiao, Consul
and Head of Post, Interviewed by the Editor-in-Chief of Tahiti Infos (M. TIAN Lixiao, Consul et Chef de
Poste, interviewé par le rédacteur en chef de Tahiti Infos),” PRC Consulate in Papeete, Oct. 12, 2022,
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202210/t20221012 10782318.htm; “Consul General Tian
Lixiao Was Interviewed by Tahiti Express (FH L BRIE K452 (BEAIRPIR) KV5),” PRC Consulate in
Papeete, Oct. 18, 2023, http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202310/t20231018 11162640.htm.

361 «“Mr. TIAN Lixiao, Consul and Head of Post of China Published the Article Entitled ‘Leading the Direction
Toward the New Era and Continuing the New March’ in Tahiti Infos (M. TIAN Lixiao, Consul et Chef de
Poste de Chine a publié l'article intitulé « Mener la direction vers la nouvelle ére et poursuivre la nouvelle
marche » dans le Tahiti Infos),” PRC Consulate in Papeete, Nov. 1, 2022, http://papeete.china-
consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202211/t20221101_10795232.htm.

CNA Research Memorandum | 119


https://www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=931
https://www.thejetnewspaper.com/abou/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/french-polynesia/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/french-polynesia/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/new-caledonia/
https://datahub.itu.int/data/?i=11624&e=PYF&c=&v=chart
https://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/sites/default/files/as/root/bank_mm/anglais/constiution_anglais_oct2009.pdf
https://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/sites/default/files/as/root/bank_mm/anglais/constiution_anglais_oct2009.pdf
http://www.pireport.org/articles/1999/04/19/french-polynesia-president-ends-restrictions-journalists
https://www.ft.com/content/d99587b4-aa7b-11e6-9cb3-bb8207902122
https://www.jamesedition.com/stories/real-estate/new-year-new-islands-why-french-polynesian-property-is-the-real-estate-of-the-hour-1000115/
https://www.jamesedition.com/stories/real-estate/new-year-new-islands-why-french-polynesian-property-is-the-real-estate-of-the-hour-1000115/
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202306/t20230629_11105350.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201_11017270.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202302/t20230201_11017270.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202211/t20221118_10977359.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202210/t20221012_10782318.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/chn/zxxx/202310/t20231018_11162640.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202211/t20221101_10795232.htm
http://papeete.china-consulate.gov.cn/fra/zxxx/202211/t20221101_10795232.htm

362 “French Polynesia Profile,” BBC News, June 6, 2023, https:/www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-
1649262 3#:~:text=There%20are%20tw0%20daily%20newspapers.%20TV%20and%20radio; “New
Caledonia Media Guide,” BBC News, accessed Oct. 31, 2024, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-
16926806; “Wallis et Futuna,” Franceinfo, accessed Oct. 31, 2024, https://lalere.francetvinfo.fr/wallisfutuna/.

363 “Annual Report 2017 (Rapport Annuel 2017),” France Télévisions, 2017, accessed Mar. 27, 2019,
https://www.francetelevisions.fr/rapport_annuel 2017.

364 «politics,” Radio 1 Tahiti, accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.radiol.pf/category/actus/politique/;
“Welcome (Accueil),” accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.radiol.pf/; “Programs (Programmes),” Tiare FM,
accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.tiarefm.pf/programmes/.

365 “They Are Shaking Up the Fenua: Meeting Sonia Aline (Elles font bouger le fenua: recontre avec Sonia
Aline),” TNTV News, Sept. 3, 2017, https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/video-elles-font-bouger-
le-fenua-rencontre-avec-sonia-aline/; “The Team (L’Equipe),” Radio 1 Tahiti, accessed Nov. 12, 2024,
https://www.radiol.pf/la-radio/lequipe/; “The Team (L’Equipe),” Tiare FM, accessed Nov. 12, 2024,
https://www.tiarefm.pf/lequipe/.

366 “TNTV: Guide TV,” 2019, https://www.tntv.pf/guidetv/.

367 “The CGTN-Frangais/TNTV Partnership: Visibility with Around 30 Million Subscribers (Partenariat
CGTN-Frangais/TNTV : une visibilit¢ auprés de 30 millions d’abonnés),” TNTV News, June 28, 2023,
https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/partenariat-cgtn-francais-tntv-une-visibilite-aupres-de-30-
millions-dabonnes-2/.

368 «Articles of Incorporation for Mixed Economy Company Tahiti Nui Television (Statuts SEM Tahiti Nui
Télévision),” Lexpol, Sept. 21, 2000, https://lexpol.cloud.pf/LexpolAfficheStructures.php?structure=337.

369 “Legal Notes (Mentions Légales),” Tahiti Nui TV, Mar. 14, 2024, https://www.tntv.pf/tntv/mentions-
legales/.

370 Tahiti-Infos homepage, accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https:/www.tahiti-infos.com/.

371 Tahiti-Infos homepage.
372 “Welcome (Accueil),” Tahiti-Infos, accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.tahiti-infos.com/.

373 «30 Years of Pacific Energy, Albert Moux Brings Together 500 Guests (30 Ans de Pacific Energy, Albert
Moux Réunit 500 Convives),” Tahiti-Infos, May 14, 2017, https://www.tahiti-infos.com/30-ans-de-Pacific-
Energy-Albert-Moux-reunit-500-convives_al60910.html; “Albert Moux,” Pacific Energy, accessed Nov. 12,
2024, https://p.energy/albert-moux/?lang=en.

374 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Kiribati,” World Factbook, Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/kiribati/#people-and-society.

375 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Kiribati.”
376 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Kiribati.”
377 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Kiribati.”

378 Kiribati Government, The Constitution of Kiribati (as Amended to Constitution (Amendment) Act 1995,
1995, https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ki/ki001en.pdf.

379 Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, Kiribati 2023 Human Rights Report, US Department of
State, 2023, https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kiribati/#report-
toc__section-2__subsection-1.

380 Newspaper Registration (Amendment) Act 2002, Kiribati Sessional Legislation, Pacific Islands Legal
Information Institute, accessed Mar. 27, 2019, http://www.paclii.org/ki/legis/num_act/nra2002352/.

CNA Research Memorandum | 120



https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16492623#:%7E:text=There%20are%20two%20daily%20newspapers.%20TV%20and%20radio
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16492623#:%7E:text=There%20are%20two%20daily%20newspapers.%20TV%20and%20radio
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16926806
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16926806
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/wallisfutuna/
https://www.francetelevisions.fr/rapport_annuel_2017
https://www.radio1.pf/category/actus/politique/
https://www.radio1.pf/
https://www.tiarefm.pf/programmes/
https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/video-elles-font-bouger-le-fenua-rencontre-avec-sonia-aline/
https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/video-elles-font-bouger-le-fenua-rencontre-avec-sonia-aline/
https://www.radio1.pf/la-radio/lequipe/
https://www.tiarefm.pf/lequipe/
https://www.tntv.pf/guidetv/
https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/partenariat-cgtn-francais-tntv-une-visibilite-aupres-de-30-millions-dabonnes-2/
https://www.tntv.pf/tntvnews/polynesie/societe/partenariat-cgtn-francais-tntv-une-visibilite-aupres-de-30-millions-dabonnes-2/
https://lexpol.cloud.pf/LexpolAfficheStructures.php?structure=337
https://www.tntv.pf/tntv/mentions-legales/
https://www.tntv.pf/tntv/mentions-legales/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/30-ans-de-Pacific-Energy-Albert-Moux-reunit-500-convives_a160910.html
https://www.tahiti-infos.com/30-ans-de-Pacific-Energy-Albert-Moux-reunit-500-convives_a160910.html
https://p.energy/albert-moux/?lang=en
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/kiribati/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/kiribati/#people-and-society
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/ki/ki001en.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kiribati/#report-toc__section-2__subsection-1
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kiribati/#report-toc__section-2__subsection-1
http://www.paclii.org/ki/legis/num_act/nra2002352/

381 Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, Kiribati 2023 Human Rights Report; “Freedom in the
World 2024: Kiribati,” Freedom House, https://freedomhouse.org/country/kiribati/freedom-world/2024.

382 Kiribati Government, An Act to Provide for and Regulate Telecommunications Systems and Services and
Related Matters, 2013, https://www.micttd.gov.ki/sites/default/files/Communications%20Act%202013.pdf.

383

Communications Commission of  Kiribati, Communications Act 2012, 2013,
http://www.cck.ki/index.php/publications/communications-act-2012.html.

384 The Republic of Kiribati, “Foreign Investment Act 2018,” Asian Development Bank, Dec. 24, 2018,
https://lpr.adb.org/resource/foreign-investment-act-2018-kiribati; Business Promotion Division, “Investment
Promotion Division,” Kiribati Ministry of Tourism, Commerce, Industry, and Cooperatives, accessed Nov. 18,
2024, https://mcic.gov.ki/investment-promotion-office/.

385 “Kiribati Government Hits Out at ‘Irresponsible’ Foreign Journalists,” RNZ, Feb. 11, 2018,
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/350100/kiribati-government-hits-out-at-irresponsible-
foreign-journalists; “Kiribati: International Journalists Banned From Reporting Ferry Sinking,” Pacific Media
Centre, Feb. 9,2018, http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/kiribati-international-journalists-banned-
reporting-ferry-sinking-10078.

386 “Freedom in the World 2024: Kiribati,” Freedom House, https:/freedomhouse.org/country/kiribati/
freedom-world/2024.

387 This post from the US Embassy in Suva highlights a visit by officials from the United States, Australia, and
Japan to Kiribati in July 2025: https://www.facebook.com/usembassysuva/posts/-the-united-states-is-proud-
to-help-bring-faster-more-reliable-internet-to-kirib/1151355043704082/.

388 Charlotte Graham-Mclay and Yuri Kageyama, “Kiribati’s Pro-China Government Bars Foreign Officials
from Visiting Until 2025, Citing Elections,” AP, Aug. 22, 2024, https://apnews.com/article/kiribati-china-
australia-zealand-diplomatic-election-pacific-e7f57922b132d999441552f1aea083{0.

389 “Ambassador Zhou Limin Attends the Launch Ceremony of Chinese TV Programs in Kiribati (& 37 &K

A5 H R A [ R A B R 3 B B R X E0),” PRC Embassy in Kiribati, May 31, 2024, http:/ki.china-
embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202405/t20240531 11366680.htm.

390 «Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,” PRC Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, May 28, 2025, https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/wjbzhd/202505/t20250528 11635595.html.

31 See “Charge d’Affaires Zhao Jian Published a Signed Article on Kiribati Mainstream Newspaper,” PRC
Embassy in Kiribati, Sept. 19, 2022, http:/ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202311/t20231130_
11190255.htm; “Ambassador Zhou Limin Published a Signed Article in the Mainstream Media of Kiribati
Titled ‘China Will Continue to Firmly Serve as a Force for Peace, Stability and Progress in the world’ ( J& 3z
RORAEAESE BB R R F AR (h E 4k g it R AP . Rag i, P &) ),
PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Mar. 22, 2024, http:/ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202403/t20240322
11266067.htm.

392 “The Chinese Embassy in Kiribati Holds a Media Briefing on the 72nd Anniversary of the Founding of the
People’s Republic of China and the 2nd Anniversary of the Resumption of Diplomatic Relations Between
China and Kiribati (4% B AT 24T b e N RISHNE AL 72 JE I h B AT 58 2 A AR AN £2),”
PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Sept. 24, 2021, http:/ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129
11188999.htm; “The Chinese Embassy in Kiribati Holds a Media Symposium ( 55 B E {15 %% 7 0 g 44 i
1% 4%),” PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Dec. 30, 2020, http:/ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129
11188989.htm.

393 “Ambassador Zhou Limin Was Interviewed by the Mainstream Media of Kiribati, Ukela Newspaper, on the
Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee (J& 37 BRI a1 — 4 i = o B E

CNA Research Memorandum | 121


https://freedomhouse.org/country/kiribati/freedom-world/2024
https://www.micttd.gov.ki/sites/default/files/Communications%20Act%202013.pdf
http://www.cck.ki/index.php/publications/communications-act-2012.html
https://lpr.adb.org/resource/foreign-investment-act-2018-kiribati#:%7E:text=Foreign%20Investment%20Act%202018%20%28Kiribati%29%20Domestic%20Law%20%7C,satisfies%20the%20conditions%20prescribed%20or%20the%20restricted%20list
https://mcic.gov.ki/investment-promotion-office/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/350100/kiribati-government-hits-out-at-irresponsible-foreign-journalists
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/350100/kiribati-government-hits-out-at-irresponsible-foreign-journalists
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/kiribati-international-journalists-banned-reporting-ferry-sinking-10078
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/kiribati-international-journalists-banned-reporting-ferry-sinking-10078
https://freedomhouse.org/country/kiribati/freedom-world/2024
https://freedomhouse.org/country/kiribati/freedom-world/2024
https://www.facebook.com/usembassysuva/posts/-the-united-states-is-proud-to-help-bring-faster-more-reliable-internet-to-kirib/1151355043704082/
https://www.facebook.com/usembassysuva/posts/-the-united-states-is-proud-to-help-bring-faster-more-reliable-internet-to-kirib/1151355043704082/
https://apnews.com/article/kiribati-china-australia-zealand-diplomatic-election-pacific-e7f57922b132d99944f552f1aea083f0
https://apnews.com/article/kiribati-china-australia-zealand-diplomatic-election-pacific-e7f57922b132d99944f552f1aea083f0
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202405/t20240531_11366680.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202405/t20240531_11366680.htm
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/wjbzhd/202505/t20250528_11635595.html
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202311/t20231130_11190255.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202311/t20231130_11190255.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202403/t20240322_11266067.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202403/t20240322_11266067.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188999.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188999.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188989.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202311/t20231129_11188989.htm

W FER AR (ZYlhiR) %15),” PRC Embassy in Kiribati, Aug. 19, 2024, http:/ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/
sgdt/202408/t20240819 11475567 .htm.

394 “Journos Attend Four-Month Training in China.”

35 PACMAS, Kiribati—State of Media and Communication Report 2013, Oct. 2013,
https://www.abc.net.au/abc-international-development/kiribati-state-of-the-media-report/9268056.

3% PACMAS, Kiribati—State of Media and Communication Report 2013.
397 «About Us,” BPA News, accessed Jan. 3, 2025, https://news.bpa.org.ki/about-us/.

398 «“Rebroadcasters.”

3% Radio Kiribati, “War Memorial Primary School Celebrates New School Facilities,” Facebook, June 30,
2018. https://www.facebook.com/RadioKiribati/; Broadcasting ~ and  Publication  Authority,
https://bpa.org.ki/radio-kiribati/; “Broadcasting,” Republic of Kiribati, accessed Nov. 19, 2024,
https://kiribati.gov.ki/information/broadcasting.

400 Uekera, “Te Kaunring ibukin otinakon am beba ni wareware ae Te Uekera bwa e moantaai in karinan
rongorongo ma katanoata bwa ai te Katenibong ao ai tiaki te Kaabong,” Post, Facebook, Oct. 7, 2016.
https://www.facebook.com/uekera/; PACMAS, Kiribati—State of Media and Communication Report 2013.

401

Taberannang Korauaba, Kiribati Media, Science and Politics: Telling the Story of Climate Change in a
“Disappearing Nation” (Auckland, New Zealand: Auckland University of Technology, 2014), p. 4; PACMAS,
Kiribati—State of Media and Communication Report 2013; “Broadcasting,” Republic of Kiribati.

402 “Budding  Kiribati TV  Station  Facing  Challenges,” RNZ, Mar. 7, 2019,
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018685416/budding-kiribati-tv-
station-facing-challenges.

403 «Apout Us,” Pasifika TV, accessed Nov. 19, 2024, https://pasifikatv.co.nz/about-us/; “Wave TV,” Asia-
Pacific Broadcasting Union, accessed Nov. 19, 2024, https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/wave-tv/.

404 “Kiribati to Get Its First TV Station,” RNZ, May 2, 2018, https://www.radionz.co.nz/
international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018643030/kiribati-to-get-its-first-tv-station.

405 “Wave TV,” Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union; Chung-in Moon, “Secretariat of the Pacific Community,”
Encyclopedia Britannica, accessed Nov. 19, 2024, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Secretariat-of-the-
Pacific-Community; “The Pacific Way TV Show,” Pacific Way, accessed Nov. 19, 2024,
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL.Cq-WnF3HdrhS99v3GPm I xEme4J-NKznL..

406 Michael J. Field, “Mass Migration from Islands, RMI Loses 20%-plus in a Decade,” The Marshall Islands
Journal, Oct. 31, 2025.

407 CIA, “Marshall Islands.”
408 CIA, “Marshall Islands.”
409 CIA, “Marshall Islands.”
410 CIA, “Marshall Islands.”

4l “Freedom in the World 2024: Marshall Islands,” Freedom House, https:/freedomhouse.org/country/
marshall-islands/freedom-world/2024.

412 «About Us,” Marshall Islands National Telecommunications Authority, https://www.nta.mh/about-
us/#:~:text=Marshall%20Islands%20National %20Telecommunications%20Authority,services%20in%20the

%20Marshall%?20Islands; see also Lauren Dickey, Erica Downs, Andrew Taffer, and Heidi Holz with Drew
Thompson, S. Bilal Hyder, Ryan Loomis, and Anthony Miller, Mapping the Information Environment in the

CNA Research Memorandum | 122


http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202408/t20240819_11475567.htm
http://ki.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgdt/202408/t20240819_11475567.htm
https://www.abc.net.au/abc-international-development/kiribati-state-of-the-media-report/9268056
https://news.bpa.org.ki/about-us/
https://www.facebook.com/RadioKiribati/
https://bpa.org.ki/radio-kiribati/
https://kiribati.gov.ki/information/broadcasting
https://www.facebook.com/uekera/
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018685416/budding-kiribati-tv-station-facing-challenges
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018685416/budding-kiribati-tv-station-facing-challenges
https://pasifikatv.co.nz/about-us/
https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/wave-tv/
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018643030/kiribati-to-get-its-first-tv-station
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018643030/kiribati-to-get-its-first-tv-station
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Secretariat-of-the-Pacific-Community
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Secretariat-of-the-Pacific-Community
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCq-WnF3HdrhS99v3GPm1xEme4J-NKznL
https://freedomhouse.org/country/marshall-islands/freedom-world/2024
https://freedomhouse.org/country/marshall-islands/freedom-world/2024
https://www.nta.mh/about-us/#:%7E:text=Marshall%20Islands%20National%20Telecommunications%20Authority,services%20in%20the%20Marshall%20Islands
https://www.nta.mh/about-us/#:%7E:text=Marshall%20Islands%20National%20Telecommunications%20Authority,services%20in%20the%20Marshall%20Islands
https://www.nta.mh/about-us/#:%7E:text=Marshall%20Islands%20National%20Telecommunications%20Authority,services%20in%20the%20Marshall%20Islands

Pacific Island Countries: Disruptors, Deficits, and Decisions, CNA, IRM-2019-U-019755-Final, Dec. 2019,
p. 42, 68, https://www.cna.org/reports/2019/12/IRM-2019-U-019755-Final.pdf.

413 <2023 Investment Climate Statements: Marshall Islands,” US Department of State, https://www.state.gov/
reports/2023-investment-climate-statements/marshall-islands/.

414 “How to Receive CCTV-4 Programs,” CCTV, https://www.cctv.com/english/cctvd4/receiveind e.html.

415 “U.s. Army Garrison Kwajalein,” uUs Army, https://home.army.mil/
kwajalein/?cID=638#:~:text=American%20Forces%20Network%20Kwajalein%2C%20broadcasting.island
%20through%20AAFES%20retail%20locations.

416 «State of the Media: Republic of the Marshall Islands,” ABC, Mar. 2025, https:/live-production.wcms.abe-
cdn.net.au/edd8bfadbf64b03£06218da9307945¢4.

417 “Marshall Islands: State of Media and Communication Report 2013”; “Welcome to Kwajalein.”

418 “Radio Marshalls V7AB,” Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, accessed Jan. 6, 2026,
https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/radio-marshalls-v7ab/.

419 “State of the Media: Republic of the Marshall Islands.”
420 «“State of the Media: Republic of the Marshall Islands.”

41 Heidi Holz and Genevieve Collins, interview with interviewee #20, Zoom, July 16, 2025.
422 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: New Caledonia.”
423 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: New Caledonia.”

424 Conseil Constitutionnel, “French Constitution of Oct. 4, 1958”; Sophie Foster and D. L. Shineberg, “New
Caledonia: Government and Society,” Encyclopedia Britannica, Nov. 13, 2024, https://www.britannica.com/
place/New-Caledonia-French-unique-collectivity-Pacific-Ocean/Services-and-trade#ref1299420.

45 “Journalists Slam ‘Political Interference,” Staff Cuts,” Pacific Media Centre, Mar. 4, 2014,
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/new-caledonia-journalists-slam-political-interference-staff-
cuts-8493.

426 “New Caledonia Media Guide.”

427 “New Caledonia: The Safety of Journalists Must be Guaranteed,” Reporters Without Borders, May 20,
2024, https://rsf.org/en/new-caledonia-safety-journalists-must-be-guaranteed.

48 Paul Kirby, “TikTok Ban Lifted as New Caledonia Emergency Ends,” BBC, May 29, 2024,
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0dd94jv9ijpo.

429 Anne-Marie Brady, When China Knocks at the Door of New Caledonia, Australian Strategic Policy Institute
(ASPI), Aug. 2024, https://www.aspi.org.au/report/when-china-knocks-door-new-caledonia.

430 See, for example, Organic Law No. 99-209 (March 19, 1999) of New Caledonia, Article 21, accessed Mar.
27, 2019, https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do:jsessionid=C64B683616CF1BD0OB98C996C
0EC919C3.tplgfr27s 2?idArticle=LEGIARTI000028213922&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005627671&dateTe
xte=20190214.

41 See, for instance, Brady, When China Knocks at the Door of New Caledonia.

432 «“Ultimate+,” Canal +, accessed Nov. 6, 2024, https://www.canalplus-caledonie.com/nc/produits/ultimate-
plus.

CNA Research Memorandum | 123


https://www.cna.org/reports/2019/12/IRM-2019-U-019755-Final.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-investment-climate-statements/marshall-islands/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-investment-climate-statements/marshall-islands/
https://www.cctv.com/english/cctv4/receiveind_e.html
https://home.army.mil/kwajalein/?cID=638#:%7E:text=American%20Forces%20Network%20Kwajalein%2C%20broadcasting,island%20through%20AAFES%20retail%20locations
https://home.army.mil/kwajalein/?cID=638#:%7E:text=American%20Forces%20Network%20Kwajalein%2C%20broadcasting,island%20through%20AAFES%20retail%20locations
https://home.army.mil/kwajalein/?cID=638#:%7E:text=American%20Forces%20Network%20Kwajalein%2C%20broadcasting,island%20through%20AAFES%20retail%20locations
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/edd8bfa4bf64b03f06218da9307945c4
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/edd8bfa4bf64b03f06218da9307945c4
https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/radio-marshalls-v7ab/
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-Caledonia-French-unique-collectivity-Pacific-Ocean/Services-and-trade#ref1299420
https://www.britannica.com/place/New-Caledonia-French-unique-collectivity-Pacific-Ocean/Services-and-trade#ref1299420
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/new-caledonia-journalists-slam-political-interference-staff-cuts-8493
http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/pacific-media-watch/new-caledonia-journalists-slam-political-interference-staff-cuts-8493
https://rsf.org/en/new-caledonia-safety-journalists-must-be-guaranteed
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0dd94jv9jpo
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/when-china-knocks-door-new-caledonia
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=C64B683616CF1BD0B98C996C0EC919C3.tplgfr27s_2?idArticle=LEGIARTI000028213922&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005627671&dateTexte=20190214
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=C64B683616CF1BD0B98C996C0EC919C3.tplgfr27s_2?idArticle=LEGIARTI000028213922&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005627671&dateTexte=20190214
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=C64B683616CF1BD0B98C996C0EC919C3.tplgfr27s_2?idArticle=LEGIARTI000028213922&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005627671&dateTexte=20190214
https://www.canalplus-caledonie.com/nc/produits/ultimate-plus
https://www.canalplus-caledonie.com/nc/produits/ultimate-plus

433 “The Group,” Canal+, accessed Nov. 6, 2024, https://www.canalplusgroup.com/en/group; “Nomination of
Vincent Girerd,” Vivendi, Jan. 9, 2019, https://www.vivendi.com/activites/canal-groupe/communiques-de-
presse/nomination-vincent-girerd/.

434 “French Polynesia Profile,” BBC News, June 6, 2023, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16492623;
“New Caledonia Media Guide”; “Wallis et Futuna.”

435 “Annual Report 2017.”

436 “Magazines,” Les Nouvelles Calédoniennes, accessed Oct. 31, 2024, https://www.Inc.nc/magazines.

437 “Legal Notes (Mentions Légales),” Les Nouvelles Calédoniennes, accessed Oct. 31, 2024,
https://www.Inc.nc/mentions-legales; “GD  Connexion,” LinkedIn, accessed Oct. 31, 2024,
https://nc.linkedin.com/company/gd-connexion.

438 «“Welcome to the Groupe Melchior Website (Bienvenue sur le site du Groupe Melchior),” Groupe Melchior,
accessed Nov. 6, 2024, https://www.melchior.nc/.

439 “NRJ Global Regions (NRJ Global Régions),” 2019, https://www.nrjglobalregions.com/article/radio/nrj-
hit-music-only.

440 “New Caledonia Media Guide.”

41 «“Your Magazines (Vos Magazines),” Actu NC, accessed Oct. 3, 2025, https://actu.nc/categorie/vos-
magazines/; “Welcome (Accueil),” accessed Oct. 3, 2025, https://actu.nc/.

442 “Legal Notes (Mentions Légales),” Actu NC, accessed Oct. 3, 2025, https:/actu.nc/mentions-legales/.

43 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Niue,” World Factbook, Oct. 28, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/niue/#people-and-society.

444 Gary F. Simons and Charles D. Fennig. eds., Ethnologue: Languages of the World, 21st ed. (Dallas, Texas:
SIL International, 2018), http://www.cthnologue.com.

4 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Niue”; “Niue Media Guide,” BBC News, Aug. 23, 2023,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16537277.

46 Simon Kemp, “Digital 2023: Niue,” Datareportal, accessed Dec. 4, 2024, https://datareportal.com/
reports/digital-2023-niue.

47 Notably, since Niue is a self-governing state in free association with New Zealand, it was the New Zealand
Legislature that passed the Niue Constitution Act in 1974. See Niue Constitution Act 1974, Niue Government,
1988, http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1974/0042/latest/whole.htmI#DIL.M412793.

448 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Niue”; “Niue Media Guide.”

449 Recent information on Niue’s media landscape is limited. According to the PACMAS 2013 Regional State
of Media and Communication Report, the only non-government media is published offshore. See PACMAS,
Regional—State of Media and Communication Report 2013, 2013,
https://pacificdata.org/data/dataset/f5¢9882¢e-c57d-484b-9a31-ec8855a0f9¢7/resource/3f80a0a5-0241-45bd-
84d0-0fa725db832d/download/pacmas-regional-report_finall.pdf; “Niue Media Guide.”

40 Development Investment Act (1992), Niue Government, 2006, https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text/427717.

451 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

452 “TV Guide,” Sky Pacific; “All in Home Plan,” Sky Pacific, http://www.skypacific.tv/AlllnHome.jsp;
“Ways to Watch.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 124


https://www.canalplusgroup.com/en/group
https://www.vivendi.com/activites/canal-groupe/communiques-de-presse/nomination-vincent-girerd/
https://www.vivendi.com/activites/canal-groupe/communiques-de-presse/nomination-vincent-girerd/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16492623#:%7E:text=There%20are%20two%20daily%20newspapers.%20TV%20and%20radio
https://www.lnc.nc/magazines
https://www.lnc.nc/mentions-legales
https://nc.linkedin.com/company/gd-connexion
https://www.melchior.nc/
https://www.nrjglobalregions.com/article/radio/nrj-hit-music-only
https://www.nrjglobalregions.com/article/radio/nrj-hit-music-only
https://actu.nc/categorie/vos-magazines/
https://actu.nc/categorie/vos-magazines/
https://actu.nc/
https://actu.nc/mentions-legales/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/niue/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/niue/#people-and-society
http://www.ethnologue.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16537277
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2023-niue
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2023-niue
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1974/0042/latest/whole.html#DLM412793
https://pacificdata.org/data/dataset/f5e9882e-c57d-484b-9a31-ec8855a0f9c7/resource/3f80a0a5-0241-45bd-84d0-0fa725db832d/download/pacmas-regional-report_final1.pdf
https://pacificdata.org/data/dataset/f5e9882e-c57d-484b-9a31-ec8855a0f9c7/resource/3f80a0a5-0241-45bd-84d0-0fa725db832d/download/pacmas-regional-report_final1.pdf
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text/427717
http://www.skypacific.tv/AllInHome.jsp

453 «“Ambassador Wu Xi Accepted Media Interviews on China-New Zealand Relations, ‘Belt and Road’
Cooperation, etc. (=& KMFP 4R, “— W — B S1EZS 2 8K X 17),” PRC Embassy in New
Zealand (Cook Islands, Niue), Oct. 20, 2019, http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/zgynagx/201910/
120191022 853488.htm.

454 “Our Embassy and the Niue Government Jointly Held a Series of Celebrations for the 15th Anniversary of
the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between China and Niue (F1E 5 AR BUF LRI 28 /b -4l R 2
15 B % & ¥ K # 3§ 3) ), PRC Embassy in New Zealand, Dec. 2, 2022,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/zwbd 673032/gzhd_673042/202212/t20221209_10987650.shtml.

455 “Niue and China Celebrate Successful Handover of China-Aided Roundabout Road Upgrading Project and
Equipment Project Support,” Government of Niue, Oct. 29, 2024, https://www.gov.nu/media-releases/niue-
and-china-celebrate-successful-handover-of-china-aided-roundabout-road-upgrading-project-and-equipment-

project-support.

456 Sanjeshni Kumar, “The Country’s Only Newspaper, Niue Star Turns 30,” PINA, July 4, 2023,
https://pina.com.{j/2023/07/04/the-countrys-only-newspaper-niue-star-turns-30/; “Niue Media Guide.”

47 Kumar, “The Country’s Only Newspaper, Niue Star Turns 30”; Pacific Waves, “World’s Only Niuean

Newspaper Celebrates 30th Anniversary,” RNZ, June 29, 2023, https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/
programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018896306/world-s-only-niuean-newspaper-celebrates-30th-anniversary;
Kerri Ritchie, “Niue’s Michael Jackson Not Dead,” ABC, July 9, 2009, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-07-
10/niues-michael-jackson-not-dead/1347518.

48 World Radio TV Handbook: The Directory of Global Broadcasting (Oxford: WRTH Publications Limited,
2018).

9 World Radio TV Handbook; “Niue Media Guide.”
460 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”
461 «“wWelcome to Pasifika TV,” Pasifika TV, accessed Nov. 18, 2024, https://pasifikatv.co.nz/.

462 NIUETV, Posted by NIEUTV (YouTube, accessed Nov. 13, 2024), Video. https://www.youtube.com/
@NIUETV/videos.

463 «“Niue Media Guide.”

464 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Palau,” World Factbook, accessed Nov. 20, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/palau/.

465 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Palau.”
466 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Palau.”

467 «Palau Media Guide,” BBC, accessed Nov. 20, 2024, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-
67766293.

468 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Palau.”

469 Palau has been particularly outspoken regarding media freedoms. Regarding Nauru’s ban of foreign media
in 2018, for instance, Palau representatives urged the Nauru government to reconsider its ban by stressing the
necessity of sending big radio and news organizations to Nauru that have regional reach. See “Nauru’s ABC
Ban Will Leave Islanders in the Dark: Palau Media,” RNZ, July 10, 2018, https://www.radionz.co.nz/
international/pacific-news/361542/nauru-s-abc-ban-will-leave-islanders-in-the-dark-palau-media; Freedom in
the World 2024: Palau, Freedom House, accessed Nov. 20, 2024, https://freedomhouse.org/country/palau/
freedom-world/2024.

470 “Freedom in the World 2024: Palau.”

471 “Freedom in the World 2024: Palau.” CNA Research Memorandum | 125


http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/zgynagx/201910/t20191022_853488.htm
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/zgynagx/201910/t20191022_853488.htm
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/zwbd_673032/gzhd_673042/202212/t20221209_10987650.shtml
https://www.gov.nu/media-releases/niue-and-china-celebrate-successful-handover-of-china-aided-roundabout-road-upgrading-project-and-equipment-project-support
https://www.gov.nu/media-releases/niue-and-china-celebrate-successful-handover-of-china-aided-roundabout-road-upgrading-project-and-equipment-project-support
https://www.gov.nu/media-releases/niue-and-china-celebrate-successful-handover-of-china-aided-roundabout-road-upgrading-project-and-equipment-project-support
https://pina.com.fj/2023/07/04/the-countrys-only-newspaper-niue-star-turns-30/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018896306/world-s-only-niuean-newspaper-celebrates-30th-anniversary
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/programmes/datelinepacific/audio/2018896306/world-s-only-niuean-newspaper-celebrates-30th-anniversary
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-07-10/niues-michael-jackson-not-dead/1347518
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-07-10/niues-michael-jackson-not-dead/1347518
https://pasifikatv.co.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/@NIUETV/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@NIUETV/videos
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/palau/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/palau/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-67766293
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-67766293
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/361542/nauru-s-abc-ban-will-leave-islanders-in-the-dark-palau-media
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/361542/nauru-s-abc-ban-will-leave-islanders-in-the-dark-palau-media
https://freedomhouse.org/country/palau/freedom-world/2024
https://freedomhouse.org/country/palau/freedom-world/2024

472 «“Palau: Newspaper Sued for Tax Leak Report,” International Federation of Journalists, Nov. 5, 2024,
https://www.if]j.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/palau-newspaper-sued-for-tax-

leak-report.

473 “palau Court Dismisses Defamation Case Against Island Times,” Island Times, Nov. 4, 2025,
https://islandtimes.org/palau-court-dismisses-defamation-case-against-island-times/.

474 Office of the President (Palau), Telecommunications Regulatory Framework, Republic of Palau, May 26,

2017, https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Proposed-Telecommunications-Regulatory-
Framework 29MAY2017.pdf.

45 RPPL No. 10-17: Telecommunications Regulatory Framework, Palau National Government, June 2017,
https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/RPPL-No.-10-17-re.-Telecommunications-
Regulatory-Framework.pdf.

476 Palau Foreign Investment Board, “FIB Basic Requirement for Establishing Business in Palau,” accessed
Nov. 20, 2024, http://investpalau.pw/applications/national/fib-requirement.pdf.

477 Palau Foreign Investment Board, “FIB Basic Requirement for Establishing Business in Palau.”

478 Bernadette Carreon, Aubrey Belford, and Martin Young, “Failed Palau Media Deal Reveals Inner Workings
of China’s Pacific Influence Effort,” Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project, July 23, 2022,
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-

influence-effort.

479 Tommy on WWFM Again—The Day Before Primary Election—September 26, Posted by Tets Emesiochi
(YouTube, accessed Oct. 3, 2025), Video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Vu3aT8vzac; August 9th—
2016 Presidential Candidate Surangel Whipps Jr. for President Live Calls, Posted by Surangel Jr. (YouTube,
accessed Oct. 3, 2025), Video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD6XSZH45vyE.

40 We Are Oceania, “We Are Oceania Newsletter,” Feb. 2016, http:/www.weareoceania.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/newsletter_feb.pdf.

1 PACMAS, Republic of Palau: State of Media and Communication Report 2013, p. 5.

482 «“pacific Media Monitors Essential, Says Regional Network,” Pacific Freedom Forum, Oct. 31, 2012,
https://pacificfreedomforum.blogspot.com/2012/.

43 “TV Listings-Cable,” Palau National Communications Corporation, accessed Mar. 29, 2019,
https://tvlistings.gracenote.com/grid-affiliates.html?gt=sp&aid=acclinks.

44 World Bank, “Project Information Document (PID) Identification/Concept Stage: Palau ICT Sector
Technical Assistance,” Jan. 25, 2017, http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/719871485725489492/pdf/
SG-PRW-PID-CP-P160504-01-29-2017-1485725483820.pdf; “About Us,” Palau National Communications
Corporation, accessed Nov. 21, 2024, https://www.pnccpalau.com/about-us.

45 See Tia Belau’s Facebook and Instagram accounts for details: https:/www.instagram.com/tiabelau.
newspapet/; https://www.facebook.com/tiabelaul/.

486 Belau, Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/tiabelau.newspaper/, and Facebook,

https://www.facebook.com/tiabelaul/; Carreon, Belford, and Young, “Failed Palau Media Deal Reveals Inner
Workings of China’s Pacific Influence Effort.”

487 “Palau: Newspaper Sued for Tax Leak Report.”
88 World Radio TV Handbook.

49 CIA, “Papua New Guinea,” World Factbook, Oct. 15, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/papua-new-guinea/.

490 CIA, “Papua New Guinea.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 126


https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/palau-newspaper-sued-for-tax-leak-report
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/palau-newspaper-sued-for-tax-leak-report
https://islandtimes.org/palau-court-dismisses-defamation-case-against-island-times/
https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Proposed-Telecommunications-Regulatory-Framework_29MAY2017.pdf
https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Proposed-Telecommunications-Regulatory-Framework_29MAY2017.pdf
https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/RPPL-No.-10-17-re.-Telecommunications-Regulatory-Framework.pdf
https://www.palaugov.pw/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/RPPL-No.-10-17-re.-Telecommunications-Regulatory-Framework.pdf
http://investpalau.pw/applications/national/fib-requirement.pdf
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-influence-effort
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/failed-palau-media-deal-reveals-inner-workings-of-chinas-pacific-influence-effort
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Vu3aT8vzac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD6XSZH45yE
http://www.weareoceania.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/newsletter_feb.pdf
http://www.weareoceania.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/newsletter_feb.pdf
https://pacificfreedomforum.blogspot.com/2012/
https://tvlistings.gracenote.com/grid-affiliates.html?gt=sp&aid=acclinks
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/719871485725489492/pdf/SG-PRW-PID-CP-P160504-01-29-2017-1485725483820.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/719871485725489492/pdf/SG-PRW-PID-CP-P160504-01-29-2017-1485725483820.pdf
https://www.pnccpalau.com/about-us
https://www.instagram.com/tiabelau.newspaper/
https://www.instagram.com/tiabelau.newspaper/
https://www.facebook.com/tiabelau1/
https://www.instagram.com/tiabelau.newspaper/
https://www.facebook.com/tiabelau1/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/papua-new-guinea/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/papua-new-guinea/

4“1 UNESCO Institute for Statistics, “Literacy Rate, Adult Total (% of People Ages 15 and Above)—Papua
New Guinea,” World Bank Group, Sept. 30, 2024, https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE. ADT.LITR.
ZS?locations=PG.

492 CIA, “Papua New Guinea.”
493 CIA, “Papua New Guinea.”

494 “papua New Guinea,” Reporters Without Borders, https://rsf.org/en/papua-new-guinea.

495 Romitesh Kant, Jason Titifanue, Jope Tarai, and Glenn Finau, “Internet Under Threat? The Politics of
Online Censorship in the Pacific Islands,” Pacific Journalism Review 24, no. 2 (2018), p. 71; Eleanor Ainge
Roy, “Papua New Guinea Bans Facebook for a Month to Root Out ‘Fake Users,”” Guardian, May 29, 2018,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/29/papua-new-guinea-facebook-ban-study-fake-users.

496 Roy, “Papua New Guinea Bans Facebook for a Month to Root Out ‘Fake Users’”; Kant et al., “Internet
Under Threat?,” pp. 64—83.

47 Classification of Publication (Censorship) Act 1989 (Amended 2010), Papua New Guinea Government,
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text/199835.

8 Cybercrime  Code  Act 2016 (No. 35), Papua New  Guinea  Government,
http://www.parliament.gov.pg/uploads/acts/16A_35.pdf; Kant et al., “Internet Under Threat,” pp. 64—83.

499 Pacific Media Watch, “Landmark PNG Supreme Court Ruling Toughens Cybercrime Law,” Asia Pacific
Report, Aug. 6, 2024, https://asiapacificreport.nz/2024/08/06/landmark-png-supreme-court-ruling-toughens-
cybercrime-law/.

500 Thierry Lepani, “Papua New Guinea: Media Under Threat,” Interpreter, Mar. 23, 2023,
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/papua-new-guinea-media-under-threat.

01 “pNG Media Council Unsure of Next Steps to Govt’s Proposed Press Policy,” RNZ, Oct. 7, 2024,
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/530024/png-media-council-unsure-of-next-steps-to-govt-s-
proposed-press-policy.

502 “Govt Puts in Place National Media Development Policy,” Post-Courier, July 1, 2025,
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/govt-puts-in-place-national-media-development-policy/.

503 Papua New Guinea Immigration and Citizenship Services Authority, “Journalist Visa,”

https://ica.gov.pg/visa/work/journalist.

504 Investment Promotion Authority, “Papua New Guinea Investment Guide,” Second Edition, 2021,

https://www.ipa.gov.pg/documentation/pg/uploads/Invesment%20Guide%20book %20Final compressed.
pdf.

305 Scott Waide, “New PNG Media Policy Will Lead to Government Control of Media,” Devpolicy Blog, Feb.
20, 2023, https://devpolicy.org/new-png-media-policy-will-lead-to-government-control-of-media-20230220/;
“PNG Media Policy Ready for Enactment,” National Broadcasting Corporation of PNG, Jan. 27, 2025,
https://www.nbc.com.pg/post/17326/png-media-policy-ready-for-enactment.

306 «A List of the Achievements of Guangdong Province’s Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries.”

307 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

308 «“Wang Yi Holds Talks with Foreign Minister Eo of Papua New Guinea (%% [/ A7 V87 LN A K 1%
LU - . A PRC Ministry of  Foreign  Affairs, June 3, 2022,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjbzhd/202206/t20220603 10698433 .shtml.

509 “Joint Statement of the People’s Republic of China and the Independent State of Papua New Guinea (Full
Text) (4 N B J6 A0 E A1 B A5 W8 JU P 36 Ak o7 & BE 4 75 B (42 30)),” Xinhua, Oct. 18, 2023,
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content 6909796.htm. CNA Research Memorandum | 127



https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.LITR.ZS?locations=PG
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.LITR.ZS?locations=PG
https://rsf.org/en/papua-new-guinea
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/may/29/papua-new-guinea-facebook-ban-study-fake-users
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text/199835
http://www.parliament.gov.pg/uploads/acts/16A_35.pdf
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2024/08/06/landmark-png-supreme-court-ruling-toughens-cybercrime-law/
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2024/08/06/landmark-png-supreme-court-ruling-toughens-cybercrime-law/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/papua-new-guinea-media-under-threat
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/530024/png-media-council-unsure-of-next-steps-to-govt-s-proposed-press-policy
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/530024/png-media-council-unsure-of-next-steps-to-govt-s-proposed-press-policy
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/govt-puts-in-place-national-media-development-policy/
https://ica.gov.pg/visa/work/journalist
https://www.ipa.gov.pg/documentation/pg/uploads/Invesment%20Guide%20book_%20Final_compressed.pdf
https://www.ipa.gov.pg/documentation/pg/uploads/Invesment%20Guide%20book_%20Final_compressed.pdf
https://devpolicy.org/new-png-media-policy-will-lead-to-government-control-of-media-20230220/
https://www.nbc.com.pg/post/17326/png-media-policy-ready-for-enactment
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjbzhd/202206/t20220603_10698433.shtml
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6909796.htm

510 “China to Work with PNG to Strengthen Comprehensive Strategic Partnership: Wang Yi,” Xinhua, Apr.
20, 2024, https://english.news.cn/20240420/29¢4£a8552044f0b852a97¢510192ff0/c.html.

st Global CCTV availability, China Central Television,
https://www.cctv.com/english/cctv4/individual e.html; “Cultural Exchange Activities Held Between China,
Papua New Guinea to Boost Mutual Understanding,” Xinhua, Nov. 12, 2018,

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-11/12/c 137601733 .htm.

512 «“A List of the Achievements of Guangdong Province’s Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries.”

513 See, for example, “PNG Mainstream Media Published One-China Principle Special Edition,” PRC Embassy
in Papua New Guinea, May 20, 2024, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202405/t20240520
1130734 1.htm; “Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Wrote an Article Entitled ‘Build a Community with a Shared
Future for Mankind Together and Write a New Chapter of China-PNG Cooperation,”” PRC Embassy in Papua
New Guinea, Apr. 4, 2024, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202404/t20240404 1127653 1.htm;
“Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Was Interviewed by Papua New Guinea Media on the US Intelligence Agency’s
Origin Investigation Report ("4 FLAHE A af 5 545 |1 WA 1 2 i o 232 L2 W A& R 77),” PRC Embassy
in Papua New Guinea, Sept. 4, 2021, http:/pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202109/t20210904
8895231.htm; “Ambassador Xue Bing of China to Papua New Guinea Gives an Exclusive Interview to the
Papua New Guinea National Broadcasting Corporation on Epidemic Prevention and Control (% EXA75 V87 JL
PN R AT B DK e A B 42 12 52 L B 8T #6 A W] & 77),” PRC Embassy in Papua New Guinea, Feb. 18,
2020, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202002/t20200218 934603.htm.

513 See, for example, “Ambassador Yang Xiaoguang Held a Media Briefing on the Spirit of the Third Plenary
Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee (3 ELHT KALAABE N EAT B 272 58—+ = A ook o
A& 414%),” PRC Embassy in Papua New Guinea, Aug. 7, 2024, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/
202408/t20240807 11467431 .htm; “The Chinese Embassy in Papua New Guinea Holds a Press Conference
on the Fight Against the Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia Epidemic (4 E2 35 A Ve mlt o o 397 784 el DR s 25 i 28 %8
15451710 22),” PRC Embassy in Papua New Guinea, Feb. 5, 2020, http:/pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/
xwdt/202002/t20200205_934590.htm.

14« Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Meets with Papua New Guinea Minister of Information and Communications
Technology Matthew (14 JLAE KA 22 WL ELHH 5 B 5l il R # 4K 542),” PRC Embassy in Papua New
Guinea, Mar. 9, 2023, http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202303/t20230309 _11038486.htm.

515 See, for example, “Ambassador Yang Xiaoguang Held a Media Briefing on the Spirit of the Third Plenary
Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee”; “The Chinese Embassy in Papua New Guinea Holds a Press
Conference on the Fight Against the Novel Coronavirus Epidemic.”

516 “DICT Reaffirms Commitment to Strengthen PNG’s Media Landscape,” Department of Information and
Communications Technology, May 3, 2023, https://www.ict.gov.pg/19040/.

517 Pacific Island Journalists’ Visit to China Provides Broader Insight.
518 “Journos Attend Four-Month Training in China.”
519 Mwai, “Pacific Journalists Join CIPPC Program in Beijing.”

520 Natalie Whiting, “China Boots Media from Pacific Island Leaders Meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping,” ABC, Nov. 16, 2018, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-
pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666.

321 Charlotte Greenfield and Philip Wen, “China’s Xi Makes Push into Pacific; Scores ‘Own Goal” with Block
on Media,” Reuters, Nov. 16, 2018, https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-
pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-media-idUSKCNINL18K/; Whiting, “China Boots Media from
Pacific Island Leaders Meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 128


https://english.news.cn/20240420/29e4fa8552044f0b852a97e510192ff0/c.html
https://www.cctv.com/english/cctv4/individual_e.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-11/12/c_137601733.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202405/t20240520_11307341.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202405/t20240520_11307341.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202404/t20240404_11276531.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202109/t20210904_8895231.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202109/t20210904_8895231.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202002/t20200218_934603.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202408/t20240807_11467431.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202408/t20240807_11467431.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202002/t20200205_934590.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202002/t20200205_934590.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202303/t20230309_11038486.htm
https://www.ict.gov.pg/19040/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-16/media-kicked-out-of-xi-jinping-pacific-leaders-meeting/10506666
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-media-idUSKCN1NL18K/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/china-s-xi-makes-push-into-pacific-scores-own-goal-with-block-on-media-idUSKCN1NL18K/

322 “China’s Development Agency Requests Clear Proposal for ICT Support to PNG,” Department of
Information and Communications Technology, July 23, 2024, https://www.ict.gov.pg/22282/.

523 “Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Visits Huawei’s Exhibition Area at the Pacific Islands Telecommunications

Association Expo (3£ AT LA ML AAE 8 MLAES WUV 3 B S h 2 1l 8 2 By A F R 1X),” PRC
Embassy in Papua New Guinea, May 30, 2023, https:/www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjdt 674879/zwbd 674895/
202305/t20230531_11086460.shtml.

24 “Kumul Domestic Submarine Cable Project,” Lowy Institute Pacific Aid Map, https://pacificaidmap.
lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-PNG-38-20-220-22020.

525 “ Ambassador Zeng Fanhua Meets with Papua New Guinea Minister of Information and Communications
Technology Matthew.”

526 “Ambassador Yang Xiaoguang Attended Official Hand-Over Ceremony of NBC Television Outside
Broadcast Van and Addressed,” PRC Embassy in Papua New Guinea, Oct. 7, 2024, http://pg.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220 11511515.htm; “Ambassador Yang Xiaoguang Attends the
Handover Ceremony of the Papua New Guinea National Broadcasting Corporation’s Digital TV
Transformation Project in Lae Medium Wave Station (#715& 't K A% H JiE B80T 8 8 k2 =) 807 H A 508 T
H 33 i i 32 #24X 2),” PRC Embassy in Papua New Guinea, Oct. 25, 2024, http:/pg.china-embassy.gov.
cn/chn/xwdt/202412/t20241220 11511463.htm.

27 According to AidData, “Phase 1 commenced in June 2015. However, as of 2021, many of the
telecommunication towers that were installed during Phase 1 have broken down and Telikom PNG Ltd was
reportedly unable to repair and maintain these assets because of its need to pay down debts to China Eximbank.
Consequently Phase 2 was put on hold.” At the time of writing, the status of the project is unclear. “China
Eximbank Provides $173.2 Million Preferential Buyer’s Credit for National Broadband Network Project,”
AidData, https://china.aiddata.org/projects/61230/.

528 “China Hands Over Key of New Digital Television Facility to NBC,” Papua New Guinea National
Information Center, July 3, 2024, https://info.gov.pg/china-hands-over-key-of-new-digital-television-facility-
to-nbc/.

52 For more on the project, see “Digital TV Transformation Project,” Lowy Institute, https://pacificaidmap.
lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-PNG-33-15-151-15153.

30 «“Click TV Ready to Launch Local Channel PNG TV,” Post-Courier, Mar. 15, 2017,
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/click-tv-ready-to-launch-local-channel-png-tv/; “Packages/How to Pay,”
Digicel Play, 2019, http://www.digicelplay.com.pg/Packages-how-to-pay/; Pasifika TV website, accessed
Mar. 28, 2019, https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/.

331 Richard Broadbridge, LinkedIn profile, accessed Nov. 11, 2024, https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-
broadbridge-6281501b/; Judith Kasek, “Click Pacific Launch Clicktv,” EMTV Online, Nov. 14, 2014,
https://emtv.com.pg/click-pacific-launch-clicktv20132070/.

332 “EMTV and Channel Seven in Exciting New Partnership,” EMTV, accessed Nov. 11, 2024,
https://emtv.com.pg/emtv-and-channel-seven-in-exciting-new-partnership/; Pasifika TV website, accessed
Nov. 11, 2024, https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/.

533 Telikom PNG originally acquired Media Niugini from Fiji Television in 2015. See “About Us,” EMTV,
accessed Mar. 28, 2019, https://emtv.com.pg/about/; Gynnie Kero, “PNG Government Buys EMTV Television
Station,” Pacific Islands Report, East-West Center, Jan. 7, 2016, http://www.pireport.org/articles/2016/01/07/
png-government-buys-emtv-television-station; The Report: Papua New Guinea 2015, Oxford Business Group,
2015, https://oxfordbusinessgroup.com/papua-new-guinea-2015, p. 133.

534 Intermedia, ABC International Development, and Australian AID, Citizen Access to Information in Papua
New Guinea: Citizen Survey, June 2012, https://www.intermedia.org/wp-content/uploads/PNG-Report.pdf, p.

46. CNA Research Memorandum | 129



https://www.ict.gov.pg/22282/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjdt_674879/zwbd_674895/202305/t20230531_11086460.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjdt_674879/zwbd_674895/202305/t20230531_11086460.shtml
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11511515.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11511515.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11511463.htm
http://pg.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11511463.htm
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/61230/
https://info.gov.pg/china-hands-over-key-of-new-digital-television-facility-to-nbc/
https://info.gov.pg/china-hands-over-key-of-new-digital-television-facility-to-nbc/
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/click-tv-ready-to-launch-local-channel-png-tv/
http://www.digicelplay.com.pg/Packages-how-to-pay/
https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-broadbridge-6281501b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-broadbridge-6281501b/
https://emtv.com.pg/click-pacific-launch-clicktv20132070/
https://emtv.com.pg/emtv-and-channel-seven-in-exciting-new-partnership/
https://www.pasifikatv.co.nz/
https://emtv.com.pg/about/
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2016/01/07/png-government-buys-emtv-television-station
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2016/01/07/png-government-buys-emtv-television-station
https://oxfordbusinessgroup.com/papua-new-guinea-2015
https://www.intermedia.org/wp-content/uploads/PNG-Report.pdf

335 “About Us,” Kalang Advertising Limited, accessed Nov. 11, 2024, https://fm100.com.pg/about-us/.
36 «“About Us,” NBC, accessed Dec. 31, 2024, https://www.nbc.com.pg/post/10487/about-us.
337 CIA, “Papua New Guinea.”

338 “Papua New Guinea: Radio Networks,” Communications Fiji Ltd., 2007, accessed Mar. 28, 2019,
https://web.archive.org/web/20180417204922/http://www.cfl.com.fj/radiopng.php.

339 Communications Fiji Ltd is the largest radio broadcasting company in the South Pacific. It operates in both
Fiji and Papua New Guinea. See “Papua New Guinea: Radio Networks.”

540 Intermedia, ABC International Development, and Australian AID, Citizen Access to Information in Papua
New Guinea: Citizen Survey, pp. 39—-40; Jo Tacchi, Heather Horst, Verena Thomas et al., Papua New Guinea:
State of Media and Communication Report, 2013, https:/live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/
f40424c880b4fdafc0d6¢7831f1319¢4, p. 5.

341 Tacchi et al., Papua New Guinea: State of Media and Communication Report, p. 4.

542 Keith Jackson is an Australian citizen who acts as a publisher, sourcing content from “hundreds of
contributors.” Because the blog is based in Australia, it operates according to Australian legislation. See “About
PNG Attitude,” PNG Attitude, 2013, accessed Nov. 11, 2024, https://asopa.typepad.com/asopa_people/about-

png-attitude.html.
343 “pNG Facts,” https://www.pngfacts.com/about-us.html.

344 “pNG Facts.”

345 «“About,” Post-Courier, 2019, https://postcourier.com.pg/about/.

546 “The Global Reach of Murdoch’s News Corp,” BBC, July 11, 2011, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
14104349;  “Post-Courier  Welcomes New  Chairman,”  Post-Courier, Nov. 28, 2018,
https://postcourier.com.pg/post-courier-welcomes-new-chairman/; Richard Rooney, “Media Ownership
Trends and the Implications for Democracy in Papua New Guinea,” unpublished manuscript, May 2004,
https://www.scribd.com/document/26608392/Media-Ownership-Trends-and-the-Implications-for-
Democracy-in-Papua-New-Guinea.

347 ABC, “ABC Radio Australia Schedule,” 2019, https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/station-epg/.

348 «Weekly Schedule,” RNZ, https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/schedules; “Programmes on RNZ
International,” RNZ, 2019, https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes.
349 RNZ, Making Sense of a Changing World: Radio New Zealand Annual Report, 2017-2018, 2018, accessed

Nov. 11, 2024, https://www.radionz.co.nz/assets/cms_uploads/000/000/093/RNZ 2017 - 2018 Annual
Report 2018 WEB.pdf.

530 Rimbunan Hijau (PNG) Group is a subsidiary of multi-industry Malaysian company Rimbunan Hijau.
Rimbunan Hijau also owns Chinese-language media outlets in Malaysia and North America. See Frederic
Mousseau, “Opinion: Breaking the Grip of Rimbunan Hijau Over Papua New Guinea,” Inter Press Service
News Agency, Apr. 20, 2016, http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/04/opinion-breaking-the-grip-of-rimbunan-hijau-
over-papua-new-guinea/; Rimbunan Hijau Group, “Media—Newspaper Publications,” accessed Nov. 11,
2024, http://rhg.com.my/rhg_v2/en/media-newspaper-publications/.

531 TVWAN channels with local content are free-to-air after purchasing a Digicel Play Box. Additional

channels require subscription plans that range from 1 to 30 days. See Digicel Play website, 2019,
http://www.digicelplay.com.pg/pricing/.

352 “Television Stations in Papua New Guinea,” PNG Facts, https:/www.pngfacts.com/television-
stations.html; TVWan Facebook page, accessed Nov. 11, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/pg/TVWAN/
about/?ref=page_internal.

CNA Research Memorandum | 130


https://fm100.com.pg/about-us/
https://www.nbc.com.pg/post/10487/about-us
https://web.archive.org/web/20180417204922/http:/www.cfl.com.fj/radiopng.php
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/f40424c880b4fdafc0d6c7831f13f9c4
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/f40424c880b4fdafc0d6c7831f13f9c4
https://asopa.typepad.com/asopa_people/about-png-attitude.html
https://asopa.typepad.com/asopa_people/about-png-attitude.html
https://www.pngfacts.com/about-us.html
https://postcourier.com.pg/about/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-14104349
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-14104349
https://postcourier.com.pg/post-courier-welcomes-new-chairman/
https://www.scribd.com/document/26608392/Media-Ownership-Trends-and-the-Implications-for-Democracy-in-Papua-New-Guinea
https://www.scribd.com/document/26608392/Media-Ownership-Trends-and-the-Implications-for-Democracy-in-Papua-New-Guinea
https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/station-epg/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/schedules
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/programmes
https://www.radionz.co.nz/assets/cms_uploads/000/000/093/RNZ_2017_-_2018_Annual_Report_2018_WEB.pdf
https://www.radionz.co.nz/assets/cms_uploads/000/000/093/RNZ_2017_-_2018_Annual_Report_2018_WEB.pdf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/04/opinion-breaking-the-grip-of-rimbunan-hijau-over-papua-new-guinea/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/04/opinion-breaking-the-grip-of-rimbunan-hijau-over-papua-new-guinea/
http://rhg.com.my/rhg_v2/en/media-newspaper-publications/
http://www.digicelplay.com.pg/pricing/
https://www.pngfacts.com/television-stations.html
https://www.pngfacts.com/television-stations.html
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TVWAN/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TVWAN/about/?ref=page_internal

333 “Television Stations in Papua New Guinea.”

5% Word Publishing Company is owned and operated by a board of directors comprising membership from
four churches: Roman Catholic (55 percent), Lutheran (25 percent), Anglican (10 percent), and United Church
(10 percent). See “About Us,” Wantok Niuspepa, 2019, http://wantokniuspepa.com/index.php/about-us.

35 CIA, “Samoa,” World Factbook, accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
countries/samoa/.

336 CIA, “Samoa.”
37 CIA, “Samoa.”
338 CIA, “Samoa.”

339 CIA, “Samoa.”

360 Reporters Without Borders, “Samoa,” accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https:/rsf.org/en/country/samoa.

361 “Samoa 1962 (rev. 2017),” Constitute Project, accessed Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.constituteproject.org/
constitution/Samoa_2017.

362 «“Freedom in the World 2023: Samoa,” Freedom House, https://freedomhouse.org/country/samoa/freedom-
world/2023.

63 The Foreign Investment Act simply requires that foreign investors obtain the appropriate registration
certificates. Media and telecommunications investments are not included on the list of sectors reserved for only
local Samoan investment. See Legislative Assembly of Samoa, “Foreign Investment Amendment Act 2011,”

accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https://www.wto.org/english/thewto _e/acc_e/sam_e/WTACCSAM27 LEG_1.pdf.

364 Legislative Assembly of Samoa, “Foreign Investment Amendment Act 2011.”
365 World Radio Map, “Radio Stations in Apia,” https://worldradiomap.com/ws/apia.

%6 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide”; “Sky Pacific’s New Ownership,” Samoa Observer, Apr. 2, 2016,
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/16629.

367 «Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

568 «Full Text: Joint Statement Between the People’s Republic of China and the Independent State of Samoa,”
Xinhua, Nov. 27, 2024, https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202411/27/content WS67465afbc6d
0868f4e8ed70c.html.

569 «“Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang Meets with TV1 CEO Matafio ($/)N B K< W% TV LG & 5 T
‘B L ¥HER),” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Mar. 13, 2020, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/
t20200313_22906.htm.

570 “press and Communications: Our Goal,” Ministry of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, accessed Apr. 30,
2025, https://mpme.gov.ws/divisions/press-communications/; “Agricultural Cooperation with China
Benefiting Samoan People,” China Global Television Network (CGTN), Aug. 30, 2024, https:/news.cgtn.com/
news/2024-08-30/Agricultural-cooperation-with-China-benefiting-Samoan-people-1wtTdNOoXPg/
index.html; “A  Pacific Perspective on the Two Sessions,” CGTN, Mar. 5, 2025,
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-03-05/A-Pacific-perspective-on-the-Two-Sessions-
1BuWAZoziAU/p.html.

571 See, for example, “Chinese Ambassador to Samoa Fei Mingxing Publishes a Signed Article in Samoa
Observer,” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Feb. 2, 2025, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202502/
t20250202_11548200.htm; “Chinese Ambassador to Samoa Fei Mingxing Publishes a Signed Article in Samoa
Observer,” Dec. 5, 2024, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220 11509370.htm; “The
Chinese Embassy in Samoa Held an Exhibition in Samoa’s Mainstream Media to Celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of the Founding of the Communist Party of China (%B}ﬁg]@ﬁ&ﬁ@gg&&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ{&}%ﬁﬁ b1



http://wantokniuspepa.com/index.php/about-us
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/samoa/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/samoa/
https://rsf.org/en/country/samoa
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Samoa_2017
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Samoa_2017
https://freedomhouse.org/country/samoa/freedom-world/2023
https://freedomhouse.org/country/samoa/freedom-world/2023
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/sam_e/WTACCSAM27_LEG_1.pdf
https://worldradiomap.com/ws/apia
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/16629
https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202411/27/content_WS67465afbc6d0868f4e8ed70c.html
https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202411/27/content_WS67465afbc6d0868f4e8ed70c.html
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22906.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22906.htm
https://mpmc.gov.ws/divisions/press-communications/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-30/Agricultural-cooperation-with-China-benefiting-Samoan-people-1wtTdN0oXPq/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-30/Agricultural-cooperation-with-China-benefiting-Samoan-people-1wtTdN0oXPq/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-30/Agricultural-cooperation-with-China-benefiting-Samoan-people-1wtTdN0oXPq/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-03-05/A-Pacific-perspective-on-the-Two-Sessions-1BuWAZoziAU/p.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2025-03-05/A-Pacific-perspective-on-the-Two-Sessions-1BuWAZoziAU/p.html
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202502/t20250202_11548200.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202502/t20250202_11548200.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202412/t20241220_11509370.htm

=5 AT — R AE U8t 2 ),” PRC Embassy in Samoa, July 1, 2021, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/
sgxw/202107/t20210701_8890275.htm; “Chinese Ambassador to Samoa Fei Mingxing Gave Interview to
Savali Newspaper,” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Feb. 21, 2024, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/
202402/t20240221_11247868.htm; “Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang of China to Samoa Accepts an Exclusive
Interview with Samoa Observer (3T i BEMV KM 8/ R 52 g2 84K (5% BE LM 22 54k ) % 17),” PRC
Embassy in Samoa, Feb. 10, 2022, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202202/t20220210
10640734 .htm; “Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang Was Interviewed by TV1 (#/N R K2 TVI HM G K
17),” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Mar. 13, 2020, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313 _
22907.htm.

572 «“Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang Attended the Award Ceremony of the Samoa Observer Short Story
Competition and Delivered a Keynote Speech (JE 5% BEWE A S /N B HH R (5% BEE WS 541D J s /it Ll
FEMAAN I K& FR £ B iEF),” PRC Embassy in Samoa, Feb. 2, 2020, http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/
sgxw/202002/t20200202_22877.htm.

573 «“ Ambassador Chao Xiaoliang Meets with TV1 CEO Matafio.”

574 Pacific Island Journalists’ Visit to China Provides Broader Insight.

575 Jasmine Netzler-lose, “Unveiling the Real China: Samoa Joins Global Media Leaders in China Visit,”
originally published by Savali Newspaper and reposted by Samoa Newshub, May 10, 2025,
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-
visit/.

576 «“China Eximbank Provides RMB 136 Million Government Concessional Loan for National Broadband
Highway Project,” AidData, https:/china.aiddata.org/projects/37695/; “Samoa National Broadband
Highway,” Lowy Institute, https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-WSM-32-20-220-
22020.

577 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354; “BlueSky: Moana TV Lineup,” accessed Mar. 27, 2019,
http://www.blueskysamoa.ws/tv/moana-tv-lineup/.

578 “Qur Services: Broadcasting Services Division,” Ministry of Communications and Information Technology,
accessed Jan. 3, 2025, https://mcit.gov.ws/programs/broadcasting/.

579 “Qur Services: Broadcasting Services Division”; “Samoa: Broadcasting Services Division,” State Media
Monitor, July 16, 2024, https://statemediamonitor.com/2024/07/broadcasting-services-division/.

580 «“BlueSky: Moana TV Lineup.”

381 “BlueSky TV Bundles,” Shaw, accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https://www.shaw.ca/bundles/bluesky-tv-bundles/.
82 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

383 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

384 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

85 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

86 World Radio TV Handbook, P. 354; PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report, 2013,
https://www.abc.net.au/cm/1b/9279658/data/samoa%3 A-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf.

8T PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report.
88 PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report.
89 PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report.

390 «“Samoa Times: About Us,” accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https:/www.samoatimes.co.nz/about-us/.
CNA Research Memorandum | 132



http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202107/t20210701_8890275.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202107/t20210701_8890275.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202402/t20240221_11247868.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202402/t20240221_11247868.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202202/t20220210_10640734.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202202/t20220210_10640734.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22907.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202003/t20200313_22907.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202002/t20200202_22877.htm
http://ws.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202002/t20200202_22877.htm
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-visit/
https://samoanewshub.com/2025/05/10/unveiling-the-real-china-samoa-joins-global-media-leaders-in-china-visit/
https://china.aiddata.org/projects/37695/
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-WSM-32-20-220-22020
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-WSM-32-20-220-22020
http://www.blueskysamoa.ws/tv/moana-tv-lineup/
https://mcit.gov.ws/programs/broadcasting/
https://statemediamonitor.com/2024/07/broadcasting-services-division/
https://www.shaw.ca/bundles/bluesky-tv-bundles/
https://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/9279658/data/samoa%3A-state-of-the-media-report-data.pdf
https://www.samoatimes.co.nz/about-us/

91 «“Samoa Times: About Us,” accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https:/www.samoatimes.co.nz/about-us/.

592 “About,” Savali Newspaper, accessed Aug. 29, 2025, https://www.savalinews.com/about/.
593 “About,” Savali Newspaper.

394 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

395 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

3% World Radio TV Handbook, p. 354.

97 Deidre Fanene, “Deal to Screen Chinese TV Series,” Samoa Observer, June 7, 2016,

http://www.samoaobserver.ws/en/07_06_2016/local/7119/Deal-to-screen-Chinese-TV-Series.htm;
PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report.

8 PACMAS, Samoa: State of Media and Communication Report.

3 TV3 Samoa, “TV Guide Wednesday 30th Jan 2019,” Instagram, accessed Mar. 27, 2019,
https://www.instagram.com/p/BtOwGx-BLKkc/.

600 Joyetter Feagaimaali’i-Luamanu, “New Owners for TV3,” Samoa Observer, Apr. 11, 2018,
http://www.samoaobserver.ws/en/12_04_2018/local/32094/New-Owners-for-TV3.htm; Samoa Observer,
“Happy 25th Birthday, Radio Polynesia,” Pacific Islands News Association, Sept. 30, 2014,
http://www.pina.com.fj/?p=pacnews&m=read&o0=2133477865542b7bcc27922fdbeel 1.

01 «“Samoa Global News,” Samoa Global News, accessed Jan. 30, 2025, https://samoaglobalnews.com/.

602 CIA, “Solomon Islands,” World Factbook, accessed Nov. 21, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/solomon-islands/.

603 CIA, “Solomon Islands.”

04 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Solomon Islands.”

05 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Solomon Islands.”

606 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Solomon Islands.”

607 Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, “2022 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices:

Solomon Islands,” US Department of State, https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-
rights-practices/solomon-islands.

608 «“Solomon Islands 2021,” Reporters Without Borders, https://rsf.org/en/analyse regionale/464.

609 “Freedom in the World 2023: Solomon Islands,” Freedom House,

https://freedomhouse.org/country/solomon-islands/freedom-world/2023.

10 National Broadcasting Policy 2015, Telecommunications Commission Solomon Islands, p. 49,
https://tcsi.org.sb/index.php/library/national-policy/12-150509-afs-bcast-nat-bcast-policy-final/file.

1! National Broadcasting Policy 2015, p. 49.

812 National ICT Policy 2015, Ministry of Communications, Aviation and Information Technology,
https://www.tcsi.org.sb/index.php/library/national-policy/13-150509-afs-ict-nat-ict-policy-final/file.

613 Blake Johnson, Joshua Dunne, Miah Hammond-Errey, Daria Impiombato, and Albert Zhang, “Suppressing
the Truth and Spreading Lies: How the CCP is Influencing Solomon Islands’ Information Environment,” ASPI,
Oct. 2022, https://www.aspi.org.au/report/suppressing-truth-and-spreading-lies/.

614 Anouk Ride, “Foreign State-Sponsored Disinformation in the Pacific Islands,” Australian Institute of
International Affairs, Mar. 13, 2025, https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/foreign-state-
sponsored-disinformation-in-the-pacific-islands/.

CNA Research Memorandum | 133


https://www.samoatimes.co.nz/about-us/
https://www.savalinews.com/about/
http://www.samoaobserver.ws/en/07_06_2016/local/7119/Deal-to-screen-Chinese-TV-Series.htm
https://www.instagram.com/p/BtOwGx-BLkc/
http://www.samoaobserver.ws/en/12_04_2018/local/32094/New-Owners-for-TV3.htm
http://www.pina.com.fj/?p=pacnews&m=read&o=2133477865542b7bcc27922fdbee11
https://samoaglobalnews.com/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/solomon-islands/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/solomon-islands/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/solomon-islands
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/solomon-islands
https://rsf.org/en/analyse_regionale/464
https://freedomhouse.org/country/solomon-islands/freedom-world/2023
https://tcsi.org.sb/index.php/library/national-policy/12-150509-afs-bcast-nat-bcast-policy-final/file
https://www.tcsi.org.sb/index.php/library/national-policy/13-150509-afs-ict-nat-ict-policy-final/file
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/suppressing-truth-and-spreading-lies/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/foreign-state-sponsored-disinformation-in-the-pacific-islands/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/foreign-state-sponsored-disinformation-in-the-pacific-islands/

615 Blake Johnson et al., “Suppressing the Truth and Spreading Lies.”

616 Albert Zhang and Adam Ziogas, “Russia and China Co-Ordinate on Disinformation in Solomon Islands
Elections,” ASPI, May 2, 2024, https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/russia-and-china-co-ordinate-on-
disinformation-in-solomon-islands-elections/.

617 «“partnership with Solomon Islands: United States Embassy Statement on Disinformation,” US Embassy to
Papua New Guinea, Apr. 15, 2024, https://pg.usembassy.gov/partnership-with-solomon-islands/.

618 Solomon Telekom Company Ltd., “TV Guide,” https://www.ttv.sb/tv-guide/.

619 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

620 “Joint Statement between the People’s Republic of China and the Solomon Islands (Full Text) (14 A K
JLFE AT B TS ECS A B (4 3C) ),” PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, July 12, 2024,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/1179 674909/202407/t20240712_11453165.shtml.

621 “Joint Statement between the People’s Republic of China and the Solomon Islands on Establishing a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership of Mutual Respect and Common Development in the New Era (Full Text)
(Hh e N BEIER [EURI e 2 1D 88 5% T A S I AORH B R B L () A e ) 2 T WS B 5% R IR BB 45 75

(4=30) ),” PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, July 10, 2023, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/1179
674909/202307/t20230710_11110974.shtml.

22 Ned Gagahe, “13 MOUs Signed Between PRC and Solomon Islands During PM Manele’s Visit to China,”
The Island Sun, Sept. 23, 2024, https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-
islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/; see also “China Media Group Signs MOU on Cooperation with
Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation (1 & ML S & 5P 1 THE 5T A R BEF A 1F & E5),”
July 11, 2024, https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/11/ARTTuSQWQ27invro3zDk1wBW240711.shtml; “Kenilorea
Raises Concerns over Media MOUs with China,” The Island Sun, Sept. 24, 2025, https://theislandsun.com.sb/
kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/.

623 «“A List of the Achievements of Guangdong Province’s Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries.”

624 “Ambassador Li Ming Meets with the President of Island Sun (Z5W KAE S WAT (SU5AKHIKY #1K),”
PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Oct. 22, 2020, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202010/
120201022 _29109.htm.

625 Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #13, Zoom, Jan. 28, 2025.

626 Eddie Osifelo, “Reflections on My Third Visit to China,” Solomon Star, https://www.solomonstarnews.
com/reflections-on-my-third-visit-to-china/.

627 “Pacific Journos Meet Chinese Foreign Ministry Official, Praise China.”

628 Ronald Toito’ona and Charley Piringi, “Leaked Emails Show China Interfering in Solomons Media,” In-

Depth Solomons, Jan. 22, 2024, https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-
solomons-media/.

629 Toito’ona and Piringi, “Leaked Emails Show China Interfering in Solomons Media.”

630 “Counselor Yao Ming Meets with the Head of Island Sun (Wk#A S #8220, ( E5U5KBHHRD) 6157 N),” PRC
Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Feb. 25, 2021, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225
9952432 .htm; “Ambassador Li Ming Meets with the President of Island Sun.”

631 “Ambassador Li Ming Visits the Solomon Star and Holds Talks with Editors and Reporters (2= K f# =
Ui % TR A %48 i & ME 1R ),” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, July 17, 2021,
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202107/t20210717_8899556.htm.

CNA Research Memorandum | 134


https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/russia-and-china-co-ordinate-on-disinformation-in-solomon-islands-elections/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/russia-and-china-co-ordinate-on-disinformation-in-solomon-islands-elections/
https://pg.usembassy.gov/partnership-with-solomon-islands/
https://www.ttv.sb/tv-guide/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/1179_674909/202407/t20240712_11453165.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/1179_674909/202307/t20230710_11110974.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/ziliao_674904/1179_674909/202307/t20230710_11110974.shtml
https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/
https://theislandsun.com.sb/13-mous-signed-between-prc-and-solomon-islands-during-pm-maneles-visit-to-china/
https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/11/ARTIu5QWQ27invro3zDk1wBW240711.shtml
https://theislandsun.com.sb/kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/
https://theislandsun.com.sb/kenilorea-raises-concerns-over-media-mous-with-china/
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202010/t20201022_29109.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202010/t20201022_29109.htm
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/reflections-on-my-third-visit-to-china/
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/reflections-on-my-third-visit-to-china/
https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-solomons-media/
https://indepthsolomons.com.sb/leaked-emails-show-china-interfering-in-solomons-media/
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225_9952432.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202102/t20210225_9952432.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202107/t20210717_8899556.htm

632 «H. E. Ambassador Li Ming Attended the Video Conference Between China and Solomon Islands’ Media,”
PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Apr. 11, 2021, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202104/
t20210411_8899610.htm.

633 “Charge d‘Affaires Ding Yonghua Published a Signed Article ‘A Brighter Future Through the Belt and
Road Initiative’ on Solomon Islands Media,” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Oct. 18, 2023,
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018 11162901.htm.

634 Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #13, Zoom, Jan. 28, 2025.

635 «“Ambassador Li Ming Delivers National Day Speech to the Solomon Islands’ National Radio Station (2=
B R 1) B R R T 4% L & R 3% [E R EEE),” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Sept. 26, 2021,
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202109/t20210926 _9592171.htm; PRC Embassy in the Solomon
Islands, “Ambassador Li Ming Delivers National Day Speech to the Solomon Islands’ National Radio Station

(ZEWHRAE W BT E KT 37 & R R E REEE),” WeChat, Sept. 26, 2021, https:/mp.weixin.qq.com/s?
biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dcal 60cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm
=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6¢0cc717f7¢b18fc02ce64c4b64656f49t6ef6265¢1¢94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subs
cene=93 &sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6
RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2l 0i01ffZR .

636 “Interview Given by Counsellor Yao Ming Of Embassy of the PRC in Solomon Islands to TTV’s Spotlight,”
PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Sept. 11, 2020, http:/sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw
3/202009/t20200911_32388.htm; “Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Solomon Islands Answers
Reporters’ Questions,” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Mar. 21, 2023, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/
sgxw/202303/t20230321 11045510.htm; “Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Solomon Islands Answers
Reporters’ Questions,” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Oct. 7, 2022, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/
sgxw/202210/t20221007_10777682.htm.

637 In 2022, a local newspaper published an interview with the head of the Chinese Police Advisory Group to
the Solomon Islands: “Zhang Guangbao, Head of the Chinese Police Advisory Group to Solomon Islands, Was
Interviewed by the Solomon Star (115 iER T % 55 i o] AL ALK 5K R4 (P TTEM) L 15),” PRC
Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Mar. 4, 2022, http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202203/t20220304
10647938 .htm.

3% Mackenzie Smith and Toby Mann, “China Is Trying to Buy Influence with Media in the Pacific as It Aims
to Strengthen Its Presence in the Region,” ABC News, Aug. 1, 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-
02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914.

639 Heidi Holz and Jack Mahoney, interview with interviewee #1, Zoom, Jan. 15, 2025.

640 Carreon, Belford, and Young, “Failed Palau Media Deal Reveals Inner Workings of China’s Pacific
Influence Effort, Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project.”

41 “Huawei Mobile Towers,” Lowy Institute, https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-
SLB-20-22-220-22040; “Charge d’Affaires Ding Yonghua Published a Signed Article”; “Ambassador Cai
Weiming Attended the First Telecommunications Tower Connection Ceremony of the National Broadband
Network Project in the Solomon Islands(%% M KA H 52 B Bir 27 T 18 8 18 5% 5 2 WX 48 I H 1 A s 35
#2181 50),” PRC Embassy in the Solomon Islands, Mar. 22, 2024, http:/sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/
202403/t20240322 11266320.htm; Zhang Jianhua and Zhang Na, “Chinese Aid to Solomon Islands’
Broadband Network Improves Infrastructure, Education,” Xinhua, July 8, 2024, https://english.news.cn/
20240708/bf5c7a73b9b04ca9b2eada894033{20e/c.html.

42 Island Sun, accessed Oct. 3, 2025, http://theislandsun.com.sb.

CNA Research Memorandum | 135


http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202104/t20210411_8899610.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202104/t20210411_8899610.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202310/t20231018_11162901.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202109/t20210926_9592171.htm
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dca160cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6c0cc717f7cb18fc02ce64c4b64656f49f6ef6265e1c94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subscene=93&sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2Loi01ffZR_
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dca160cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6c0cc717f7cb18fc02ce64c4b64656f49f6ef6265e1c94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subscene=93&sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2Loi01ffZR_
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dca160cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6c0cc717f7cb18fc02ce64c4b64656f49f6ef6265e1c94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subscene=93&sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2Loi01ffZR_
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dca160cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6c0cc717f7cb18fc02ce64c4b64656f49f6ef6265e1c94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subscene=93&sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2Loi01ffZR_
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzI3MDgzOTA0OQ==&mid=2247484838&idx=1&sn=5dca160cecce0a67811835f4504df16e&chksm=eacbb9c0ddbc30d6b6c0cc717f7cb18fc02ce64c4b64656f49f6ef6265e1c94d397782ce2d66&scene=90&subscene=93&sessionid=1632634552&clicktime=1632634553&enterid=1632634553&poc_token=HFzgE2ijzD6RoLDXqY1VS2zjgpEta2Loi01ffZR_
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202009/t20200911_32388.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw_3/202009/t20200911_32388.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202303/t20230321_11045510.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202303/t20230321_11045510.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202210/t20221007_10777682.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202210/t20221007_10777682.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202203/t20220304_10647938.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202203/t20220304_10647938.htm
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-02/china-buys-influence-solomon-islands-star-newspaper-pacific/102668914
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-SLB-20-22-220-22040
https://pacificaidmap.lowyinstitute.org/project/?id=CHN-Loan-SLB-20-22-220-22040
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202403/t20240322_11266320.htm
http://sb.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202403/t20240322_11266320.htm
https://english.news.cn/20240708/bf5c7a73b9b04ca9b2eada894033f20e/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20240708/bf5c7a73b9b04ca9b2eada894033f20e/c.html
http://theislandsun.com.sb/

43 Solomon Islands Chamber of Commerce and Industry, “Advertising, Marketing, Media and Events
(Including Printers and Graphic Designers),” accessed Apr. 2019, https://www.solomonchamber.com/sb/our-
members/advertising-marketing-media-events-including-printers-and-graphic-designers/.

644 «“Behind the Scenes of Raw Sports Newspaper,” Solomon Women Newspaper, Mar. 12, 2018,
http://womensmediasolomonislands.com/behind-the-scenes-of-raw-sports-newspaper/.

645 «“Advertising, Marketing, Media and Events”; Linda Wate, Page, Facebook, accessed Apr. 23, 2019.
https://www.facebook.com/linda.wate.37.

646 «“National Broadcasting Policy 2015.”

647 «“TV + Internet Bundle,” Satsol, https://satsol.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SATSOL-Digital-TV-Plans-
web.pdf.

%8 Tony Ferris, Profile, LinkedIn, accessed Mar. 2, 2025, https://www.linkedin.com/in/tony-ferris-
30850239?0originalSubdomain=sb.

649

Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation, “About Us,” accessed Nov. 26, 2024,
https://www.sibconline.com.sb/about-us/.

60 PACMAS, “Solomon Islands: State of Media and Communication Report 2013,” ABC, p. 4, https://live-
production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/2e0cf64babd31688bac6f5cc794a94a8.

651 Solomon Islands Broadcast Corporation, “About Us.”

652 Solomon Star, accessed Oct. 3, 2025, http://www.solomonstarnews.com/index.php?start=6208.

653 Smith and Mann, “China Is Trying to Buy Influence with Media in the Pacific.”

654 “Fr John Lamani ‘Father’ of Pacific Journalism: RIP,” CathNews New Zealand, Sept. 14, 2012,
https://cathnews.co.nz/2012/09/14/father-of-pacific-media-has-died; Solomon Star Company Limited,
LinkedIn, accessed Oct. 3, 2025, https://www.linkedin.com/company/solomon-star-company-limited; Ednal
R. Palmer, “My Best Dad,” PINA Sept. 12, 2012,
http://www.pina.com.fj/?p=pacnews&m=read&0=82320413504fb353¢7b9a7db5e9801; Kylie Moloney,
“Trip Report: PMB Fieldwork in Honaira, Solomon Islands, 10-19 January 2017,” Australian National
University, Jan. 2017, https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/docs/17JanSolomons.pdf.

655

Solomon Telekom Company, “TTV,” https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/products2/tv/; “National
Broadcasting Policy 2015.”

656 Solomon Telekom Company Ltd., “TV Guide.”
57 Solomon Telekom Company Ltd., “About Us,” https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/about-us/.

658 PACMAS, “Solomon Islands: Sate of Media and Communication Report 2013,” p. 5.

5 Telecommunications Commission of the Solomon Islands, “Broadband Availability and Adoption:
Solomon Islands,” ITU-D Regional Economic and Financial Forum of Telecommunications/ICTs for Asia and
Pacific, Yangon, Myanmar, Sept. 1-2, 2014, https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regulatory-Market/Documents/
Myanmar/Session8_Haggai_Solomon%20islands.pdf.

%60 Trinity Broadcasting Network, “TBN Began with a Dream to Take Christian Television to Every Nation
Across the Earth,” accessed Apr. 2019, https://tbn.org/about/history.

%1 Trinity Broadcasting Network, https://www.tbn.org/watch/channel-finder.

662 Australia High Commission, Solomon Islands, “Ms Georgina Maka’a Co-Owner of In-Depth Solomons at

the Sydney Opera House,” Post, Facebook, accessed Nov. 22, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/
photo.php?{bid=881223124040069&id=100064571687107&set=a.245399920955729&locale=vi_VN; Ofani

CNA Research Memorandum | 136


https://www.solomonchamber.com/sb/our-members/advertising-marketing-media-events-including-printers-and-graphic-designers/
https://www.solomonchamber.com/sb/our-members/advertising-marketing-media-events-including-printers-and-graphic-designers/
http://womensmediasolomonislands.com/behind-the-scenes-of-raw-sports-newspaper/
https://www.facebook.com/linda.wate.37
https://satsol.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SATSOL-Digital-TV-Plans-web.pdf
https://satsol.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SATSOL-Digital-TV-Plans-web.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tony-ferris-30850239?originalSubdomain=sb
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tony-ferris-30850239?originalSubdomain=sb
https://www.sibconline.com.sb/about-us/
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/2e0cf64babd31688bac6f5cc794a94a8
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/2e0cf64babd31688bac6f5cc794a94a8
http://www.solomonstarnews.com/index.php?start=6208
https://cathnews.co.nz/2012/09/14/father-of-pacific-media-has-died
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solomon-star-company-limited
http://www.pina.com.fj/?p=pacnews&m=read&o=82320413504fb353e7b9a7db5e9801
https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/docs/17JanSolomons.pdf
https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/products2/tv/
https://www.ourtelekom.com.sb/about-us/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regulatory-Market/Documents/Myanmar/Session8_Haggai_Solomon%20islands.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regulatory-Market/Documents/Myanmar/Session8_Haggai_Solomon%20islands.pdf
https://tbn.org/about/history
https://www.tbn.org/watch/channel-finder
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=881223124040069&id=100064571687107&set=a.245399920955729&locale=vi_VN
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=881223124040069&id=100064571687107&set=a.245399920955729&locale=vi_VN

Eremae, Profile, LinkedIn, accessed Nov. 22, 2024, https://www.linkedin.com/in/ofani-eremae-12830753?
originalSubdomain=sb.

63 Tavuli News, “Intro,” Facebook, accessed Nov. 26, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/tavulinews/.

664 Tavuli News, “Privacy and Legal Info,” Facebook, accessed Nov. 26, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/

tavulinews/about_privacy_and_legal info.
665 SBM Online, “Intro,” Facebook, accessed Nov. 26, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/rliroga/.

666 Robert Luke Iroga, Profile, LinkedIn, accessed Nov. 26, 2024, https://www.facebook.com/p/Robert-Luke-
Iroga-100009234476143/.

7 Paoa FM, “About,” Facebook, accessed Nov. 22, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/Paoafm/about_details.

%8 Moffat Mamu, “Media Leaders End Management Training,” Solomon Star, Aug. 29, 2024,
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/media-leaders-end-management-training/.

69 Melanesian News Network, Facebook. Accessed Oct. 3, 2025. https://www.facebook.com/677MNN/.

670 “Grantee: Dorothy ~ Wickham,” Pulitzer ~ Center, accessed Oct. 3, 2025,
https://pulitzercenter.org/people/dorothy-wickham.

71 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Tonga,” World Factbook, Nov. 12, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/tonga/#communications.

672 “What Languages Are Spoken in Tonga?,” World Atlas, accessed Dec. 9, 2024, https://www.worldatlas.

com/articles/what-languages-are-spoken-in-tonga.html.

673 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Tonga.”
674 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Tonga.”
675 CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Tonga.”

7 The Constitution of Tonga, 2016 revised edition, https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/
PRINCIPAL/1988/1988-0002/ConstitutionofTonga.pdf 2.pdf.

77 “Tonga: Freedom of the Press, 2014,” Freedom House, accessed June 2025, https:/web.archive.org/
web/20171104234436/https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2014/tonga.

78 Koro Vaka’uta, “Tonga Broadcaster Saga Prompts Media Freedom Discussion,” Public Media Alliance,
June 14, 2017, https://www.publicmediaalliance.org/tonga-broadcaster-saga-prompts-media-freedom-
discussion/.

67 “Tonga,” Reporters Without Borders, 2025, https://rsf.org/en/country/tonga.

680 “Tonga Media Operators Act, No. 4 of 2003,” accessed Mar. 27, 2019, https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/
LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2003/2003-0004/MediaOperatorsAct2003 _1.pdf.

68! Starting in the 1980s, the Tongan government sold thousands of passports, predominantly to PRC and Hong
Kong citizens, providing an easy way for non-Tongans to invest money in a range of local industries. See
Anthony van Fossen, “Passport Sales: How Island Microstates Use Strategic Management to Organise the New
Economic Citizenship Industry,” Islands Studies Journal 13, no. 1 (Jan. 2017), pp. 285-300; Anthony van
Fossen, “Citizenship for Sale: Passports of Convenience from Pacific Islands Tax Havens,” Commonwealth
and Comparative Politics 45 (2007), pp. 138—-63.

2 John Braddock, “Former Tonga PM Charged in Passport Inquiry,” Scoop Media, Mar. 19, 2018,
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL 1803/S00097/former-tongan-pm-charged-in-passport-inquiry.htm.

683 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

CNA Research Memorandum | 137


https://www.linkedin.com/in/ofani-eremae-12830753?originalSubdomain=sb
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ofani-eremae-12830753?originalSubdomain=sb
https://www.facebook.com/tavulinews/
https://www.facebook.com/tavulinews/about_privacy_and_legal_info
https://www.facebook.com/tavulinews/about_privacy_and_legal_info
https://www.facebook.com/rliroga/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Robert-Luke-Iroga-100009234476143/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Robert-Luke-Iroga-100009234476143/
https://www.facebook.com/Paoafm/about_details
https://www.solomonstarnews.com/media-leaders-end-management-training/
https://www.facebook.com/677MNN/
https://pulitzercenter.org/people/dorothy-wickham
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/tonga/#communications
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/tonga/#communications
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-languages-are-spoken-in-tonga.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-languages-are-spoken-in-tonga.html
https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1988/1988-0002/ConstitutionofTonga.pdf_2.pdf
https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1988/1988-0002/ConstitutionofTonga.pdf_2.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20171104234436/https:/freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2014/tonga
https://web.archive.org/web/20171104234436/https:/freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2014/tonga
http://www.radionz.co.nz/authors/koro-vaka'uta
https://www.publicmediaalliance.org/tonga-broadcaster-saga-prompts-media-freedom-discussion/
https://www.publicmediaalliance.org/tonga-broadcaster-saga-prompts-media-freedom-discussion/
https://rsf.org/en/country/tonga
https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2003/2003-0004/MediaOperatorsAct2003_1.pdf
https://ago.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/2003/2003-0004/MediaOperatorsAct2003_1.pdf
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL1803/S00097/former-tongan-pm-charged-in-passport-inquiry.htm

684 Gunter Lorenz and Oliver Schmidt, eds., World Radio and TV Handbook 2024: The Directory of Global
Broadcasting (Freising: Radio Data Center GMBH, 2023), p. 406.

985 “TV Guide,” Sky Pacific; “Digicel TV Tonga,” Digicel, accessed Nov. 21, 2024, https://www.digicelpacific.
com/mobile/to/apps/digiceltv.

86 “Tonga Highlights Mutually Beneficial Cooperation with China,” CGTN, Aug. 28, 2024,
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-28/Tonga-highlights-mutually-beneficial-cooperation-with-China-
Iwr2eeqpsxW/p.html.

87 “Tonga-China Relation,” Embassy of the Kingdom of Tonga in China, accessed Mar. 7, 2025,
http://www.tongaembassycn.gov.to/en/tonga-china-relation-en#:~:text=Moreover%2C%20the%20pecople

%2001%20Tonga,all%20parts%200f%20the%20community.

%88 See, for example, “Ambassador Liu Weimin Published a Signed Article in Tonga’s Mainstream Media
Titled ‘Jointly Building the Belt and Road Initiative Will Add Strong Impetus to World Development® (XI5
RAEAED I ERGAR R ELE AR G — i A R R IR 5203 /1) ),” PRC Embassy
in Tonga, Jan. 18, 2025, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202501/t20250118 11538369.htm;

“Ambassador Liu Weimin Published a Signed Article in Tongan Media to Publicize the Spirit of the Third
Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee (X2 R KAFLEZ BEAA KRB L L HE BN 1)@
=42k #),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, Aug. 13, 2024, http:/to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/
120240813 11471591 .htm.

68 “The Chinese Embassy in Tonga Holds a Media Briefing (3F ¥ in K f# T8 25 17 AR & A 2%),” PRC
Embassy in Tonga, July 5, 2022, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220705 10715289.htm;
“The Chinese Embassy in Tonga Held a Media Reception to Promote President Xi Jinping’s Important
Remarks on the Prevention and Control of the COVID-19 Epidemic and the Concept of Building a Community
with a Shared Future for Mankind (33 IIAE1E 45 TR EARTA RE 22 B A 21351 F2 55 56 T e i 28 J 15 Bl 4%
TAF 5 B IR F A 33 A\ 2K v iz JL [F A #E 4%),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, May 28, 2020, http:/to.china-
embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528 59620.htm.

690 «“Ambassador Cao Xiaolin Visits Tonga 87.5 FM Radio (E/MEKESMZMN 87.5 RMIH &),” PRC
Embassy in Tonga, Jan. 21, 2021, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202101/t20210121 59720.htm;
“Ambassador Cao Xiaolin Meets with Tonga Media Association Chairman Bloomfield (/MK Ad 2 1L
TR 2> E Jif A 8 i HE /K %),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, June 22, 2022, http:/to.china-embassy.gov.cn/
chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622 10707463.htm; “Ambassador Liu Weimin Meets with the CEO of the Tonga
Broadcasting Commission (XI5 RS2 Wiz i #5251 2 H iEHA7H),” PRC Embassy in Tonga, June
4, 2024, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240604 11376554.htm; “Ambassador Liu Weimin
Meets with Mary, Editor-in-Chief of Tonga Wind (X8R K< Wiz A E % FS1H),” PRC Embassy in
Tonga, June 6, 2024, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240606 11381522.htm.

01 “Chinese Embassy Provides Assistance Grant to Tonga Broadcasting Commission,” PRC Embassy in
Tonga, Mar. 15, 2019, http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190315 57728.htm.

692

Heidi Holz and Darlene Onuorah, Interview with interviewee #16, Zoom, Jan. 27, 2025.

693 Pacific Island Journalists’ Visit to China Provides Broader Insight.

694 “Pacific Journos Meet Chinese Foreign Ministry Official, Praise China.”

5 Ma Si, “Huawei: Tonga to Resume Intl Voice Communications this Week,” China Daily, Jan. 19, 2022,
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202201/19/WS61e7807ba310cdd39bc82070.html.

99 World Radio TV Handbook, p. 391.

CNA Research Memorandum | 138


https://www.digicelpacific.com/mobile/to/apps/digiceltv
https://www.digicelpacific.com/mobile/to/apps/digiceltv
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-28/Tonga-highlights-mutually-beneficial-cooperation-with-China-1wr2eeqpsxW/p.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-08-28/Tonga-highlights-mutually-beneficial-cooperation-with-China-1wr2eeqpsxW/p.html
http://www.tongaembassycn.gov.to/en/tonga-china-relation-en#:%7E:text=Moreover%2C%20the%20people%20of%20Tonga,all%20parts%20of%20the%20community
http://www.tongaembassycn.gov.to/en/tonga-china-relation-en#:%7E:text=Moreover%2C%20the%20people%20of%20Tonga,all%20parts%20of%20the%20community
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202501/t20250118_11538369.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/t20240813_11471591.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202408/t20240813_11471591.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202207/t20220705_10715289.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528_59620.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202005/t20200528_59620.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202101/t20210121_59720.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622_10707463.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxw/202206/t20220622_10707463.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240604_11376554.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/sgxw/202406/t20240606_11381522.htm
http://to.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgxw/201903/t20190315_57728.htm
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202201/19/WS61e7807ba310cdd39bc82070.html

07 “Digicel TV Tonga.”

98 Office of International Religious Freedom, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Tonga, US

Department of State, 2023, https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/
tonga/.

09 “Third TV Station for Nuku’alofa,” Matangi Tonga Online, June 2001, https://matangitonga.to/2001/
06/30/third-tv-station-nuku-alofa.

700 Radio Nuku’alofa 88.6 FM, Facebook, accessed Nov. 22, 2024. https://www.facebook.com/radio
nukualofa/.

01 “Tonga Media Guide,” BBC News, Aug. 23, 2023, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16198
226#:~:text=State%20radi0%20and%20TV %20tend,and%20threats%200f%20criminal%20charges.

702 See, for example, Wang Baodong, “The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China Charts
the Course for China’s Future Development,” Matangi Tonga, Nov. 27, 2017, https://matangitonga.to/2017/
11/27/20-years-china-tonga-strategic-partnership-breaks-new-ground-2018.

703 “About Matangi Tonga,” Matangi Tonga, July 2024, https://matangitonga.to/about.

704 «“Rebroadcasters.”

705 “Web Archive: Tonga Broadcasting Commission,” Library of Congress, Oct. 7, 2019, https://www.loc.gov/
item/lcwaN0019358/.

706 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

07 «“About,” Talanoa ‘o Tonga, accessed Nov. 22, 2024, https://talanoaotonga.to/about/.

708 Liu Weimin, “High-Quality Growth of China’s Economy Brings New Opportunities to the World,” Talanoa
‘o Tonga, Nov. 12, 2024, https://talanoaotonga.to/high-quality-growth-of-chinas-economy-brings-new-
opportunities-to-the-world/.

79 “About,” Talanoa ‘o Tonga.
710 “Tonga: State of Media and Communication Report.”

" Ministry of Information and Communications, “Local Newspaper[s] in Tonga,” Government of Tonga, last
modified Aug. 24, 2012, www.mic.gov.to/media-a-ict/working-with-media/4033-local-newspaper-in-tonga.

712 “Ways to Watch”; “Tonga Broadcasting Commission,” Asa-Pacific Broadcasting Union, accessed Jan. 2,

2025, https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/tonga-broadcasting-commission/; “Welcome to PasifikaTV,”
PasifikaTV, accessed Jan 2. 2025, https://pasifikatv.co.nz/; “Tonga Highlights Mutually Beneficial

Cooperation with China.”

713 “Tonga Media Guide.”

714 «About Us,” Tonga Independent, accessed Jan. 30, 2025, https://tongaindependent.com/about/; “Tongan,”
Tongan Independent, accessed Jan. 30, 2025, https://tongaindependent.com/news/.

715 “About Us,” Tonga Independent.

716 “Who We Are?,” Kaniva Tonga, accessed Jan. 30, 2025, https://kanivatonga.co.nz/what-is-kaniva/.
7 «“Who We Are?,” Kaniva Tonga.

718 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Vanuatu,” World Factbook, accessed Nov. 21, 2024, https://www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/countries/vanuatu/#people-and-society.

719 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Vanuatu.”

720 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Vanuatu.”
CNA Research Memorandum | 139


https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/tonga/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/tonga/
https://matangitonga.to/2001/06/30/third-tv-station-nuku-alofa
https://matangitonga.to/2001/06/30/third-tv-station-nuku-alofa
https://www.facebook.com/radionukualofa/
https://www.facebook.com/radionukualofa/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16198226#:%7E:text=State%20radio%20and%20TV%20tend,and%20threats%20of%20criminal%20charges
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16198226#:%7E:text=State%20radio%20and%20TV%20tend,and%20threats%20of%20criminal%20charges
https://matangitonga.to/2017/11/27/20-years-china-tonga-strategic-partnership-breaks-new-ground-2018
https://matangitonga.to/2017/11/27/20-years-china-tonga-strategic-partnership-breaks-new-ground-2018
https://matangitonga.to/about
https://www.loc.gov/item/lcwaN0019358/
https://www.loc.gov/item/lcwaN0019358/
https://talanoaotonga.to/about/
https://talanoaotonga.to/high-quality-growth-of-chinas-economy-brings-new-opportunities-to-the-world/
https://talanoaotonga.to/high-quality-growth-of-chinas-economy-brings-new-opportunities-to-the-world/
http://www.mic.gov.to/media-a-ict/working-with-media/4033-local-newspaper-in-tonga.
https://www.abu.org.my/portfolio-item/tonga-broadcasting-commission/
https://pasifikatv.co.nz/
https://tongaindependent.com/about/
https://tongaindependent.com/news/
https://kanivatonga.co.nz/what-is-kaniva/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vanuatu/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/vanuatu/#people-and-society

721 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Vanuatu.”

722 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Vanuatu.”

723 ¢“2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Vanuatu,” US Department of State,

https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/vanuatu/#:~:text=The%20
constitution%20provided%20for%?20freedom.expression%2C%?20including%20for%20media%20members.

724 “Freedom in the World 2022: Vanuatu,” Freedom House, https:/freedomhouse.org/country/
vanuatu/freedom-world/2022.

25 Prime Minister Jotham Napat’s signed letter was posted on Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/
LivingInVanuatuNews/posts/abc-article-went-a-little-overboard-tuesday-25th-march-2025-recently-i-spoke-
t0-/977249534604395/; see also Lillyrose Welwel and Hugo Hodge, “From Paradise to Peril,” Mar. 20, 2025,
ABC News, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-21/vanuatu-earthquake-disaster-recovery-crisis-china-
australia-aid/104978948.

726 “Vanuatu: Government Backlash on Reporting Violates Respect for Independent Journalism,” International
Federation of Journalists, https://www.if].org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/
vanuatu-government-backlash-on-reporting-violates-respect-for-independent-journalism.

727 “Broadcast Licensing Guidelines (April 2008),” Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation,
https://www.vbtc.vu/images/doc/vanuatu-broadcasting-guidelines.pdf.

728 1t is not immediately clear whether this regulation also applies to other types of media. See Newspapers
(Restriction on Publication) Act of 1982, Republic of Vanuatu, http://www.paclii.org/vu/legis/consol act/

nopa424 rtf.

" “Vanuatu Citizenship by Investment Program 2025,” VanuatuPassport, accessed Nov. 25, 2024,
https://www.vanuatupassport.vu/vanuatu-citizenship-program/.

730 “Passport(s) to Prosperity?,” Vanuatu Business Review, Mar. 2019, https://www.dailypost.vu/special _
sections/vanuatu_business_review/vanuatu-business-review-p/page_dc7{9ec3-1¢87-5a5b-9798-
1fada9c0f0fb.html; Department of Finance and Treasury, “Treasury Monthly Budget Report—December
2018,” Government of Vanuatu, https://doft.gov.vu/images/2019/December_Monthly Report 2018.pdf.

731

“Freedom in the World 2022: Vanuatu,” Freedom House, https:/freedomhouse.org/country/
vanuatu/freedom-world/2022.

732 “Roadmap for the Transition from Analogue to Digital Television in Vanuatu,” International
Telecommunications Union, Mar. 2014, pp. 5-6, http://www.itu.int/netd/ITU-D/CDS/bdtint/prj/prj_
document_open.asp?prj=9RAS13044&doc=960; “Vanuatu Media Guide,” BBC News, Feb. 7, 2023,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16426202.

733 “Joint Statement of the Third China-Pacific Island Countries Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.”

734 “Roadmap for the Transition from Analogue to Digital Television in Vanuatu,” pp. 5-6; “Vanuatu Media
Guide.”

735 “China Media Group and Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation Signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation (R FF AL &5 LS FTE BB A 7 2 E S51FE &%), CCTV, July 12, 2024,
https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/12/ARTICQ6ZjGmLbfALKMQWvRc6240712.shtml.

736 Fern Napwatt and Godwin Ligo, “The Plight of Vanuamadia,” Vanuatu Daily Post, May 17, 2018,
http://dailypost.vu/news/the-plight-of-vanuamadia/article _7da37alb-3d42-565¢-af90-5201e371c5bb.html.

737 ¢

Qin Gang Delivers a Video Speech for the Program ‘My Story with China’ Commemorating the 41st
Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between China and Vanuatu,” PRC Embassy in
Vanuatu, Mar. 27, 2023, http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202303/t20230327 11049548.htm.

CNA Research Memorandum | 140



https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/vanuatu/#:%7E:text=The%20constitution%20provided%20for%20freedom,expression%2C%20including%20for%20media%20members
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/vanuatu/#:%7E:text=The%20constitution%20provided%20for%20freedom,expression%2C%20including%20for%20media%20members
https://freedomhouse.org/country/vanuatu/freedom-world/2022
https://freedomhouse.org/country/vanuatu/freedom-world/2022
https://www.facebook.com/LivingInVanuatuNews/posts/abc-article-went-a-little-overboard-tuesday-25th-march-2025-recently-i-spoke-to-/977249534604395/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingInVanuatuNews/posts/abc-article-went-a-little-overboard-tuesday-25th-march-2025-recently-i-spoke-to-/977249534604395/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingInVanuatuNews/posts/abc-article-went-a-little-overboard-tuesday-25th-march-2025-recently-i-spoke-to-/977249534604395/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-21/vanuatu-earthquake-disaster-recovery-crisis-china-australia-aid/104978948
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-21/vanuatu-earthquake-disaster-recovery-crisis-china-australia-aid/104978948
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/vanuatu-government-backlash-on-reporting-violates-respect-for-independent-journalism
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/vanuatu-government-backlash-on-reporting-violates-respect-for-independent-journalism
https://www.vbtc.vu/images/doc/vanuatu-broadcasting-guidelines.pdf
http://www.paclii.org/vu/legis/consol_act/nopa424.rtf
http://www.paclii.org/vu/legis/consol_act/nopa424.rtf
https://www.vanuatupassport.vu/vanuatu-citizenship-program/
https://www.dailypost.vu/special_sections/vanuatu_business_review/vanuatu-business-review-p/page_dc7f9ec3-1c87-5a5b-9798-1fada9c0f0fb.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/special_sections/vanuatu_business_review/vanuatu-business-review-p/page_dc7f9ec3-1c87-5a5b-9798-1fada9c0f0fb.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/special_sections/vanuatu_business_review/vanuatu-business-review-p/page_dc7f9ec3-1c87-5a5b-9798-1fada9c0f0fb.html
https://doft.gov.vu/images/2019/December_Monthly_Report_2018.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/country/vanuatu/freedom-world/2022
https://freedomhouse.org/country/vanuatu/freedom-world/2022
http://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/bdtint/prj/prj_document_open.asp?prj=9RAS13044&doc=960
http://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/bdtint/prj/prj_document_open.asp?prj=9RAS13044&doc=960
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16426202
https://www.cctv.com/2024/07/12/ARTICQ6ZjGmLbfALKMQWvRc6240712.shtml
http://dailypost.vu/news/the-plight-of-vanuamadia/article_7da37a1b-3d42-565c-af90-5201e371c5bb.html
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202303/t20230327_11049548.htm

738 «A List of the Achievements of Guangdong Province’s Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries.”

739 «“Ambassador Li Minggang Published a Signed Article ‘Good Partners of Mutual Respect and Solidarity
Forever’ in Vanuatu’s Daily Post,” PRC Embassy in Vanuatu, Mar. 26, 2024, http://vu.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm; “Ambassador Li Minggang Takes an
Interview with Daily Post on the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,” PRC Embassy in
Vanuatu, Nov. 23, 2022, http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202211/t20221122 10979332 .htm.

740 «Article by Ambassador Zhou Haicheng and Vanuatu Foreign Minister Marc Ati Entitled ‘Together for a
Shared Future after Forty Extraordinary Years,”” PRC Embassy in Vanuatu, Mar. 22, 2022, http://vu.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202210/t20221021_10789630.htm.

741 «“Ambassador Li Minggang Meets with Vanuatu National Broadcasting Corporation CEO Herman (% FL%%
R P KA 24 4 M2 DL BL R 51T B A A ) 15 R AT B 7K 2),” PRC Embassy in Vanuatu, Sept. 5, 2023,
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxx_132387/sgxw_132388/202309/t20230905_11138165.htm.

742 “Journos Attend Four-Month Training in China.”
743 Mwai, “Pacific Journalists Join CIPPC Program in Beijing.”
744 “Pacific Journos Meet Chinese Foreign Ministry Official, Praise China.”

745 Kirsty Needham, “Vanuatu Prime Minister Visits Huawei, Views Policing Technology,” Reuters, July 9,
2024, https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vanuatu-prime-minister-visits-huawei-views-policing-
technology-2024-07-09/.

746 Doddy Morris, “GX Foundation Backs Vanuatu Media with Equipment for Health Education,” Vanuatu
Daily Post, July 31, 2025, https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-

equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html; “GX Foundation,”
Development Aid, https://www.developmentaid.org/organizations/view/57933 1/gx-foundation.
"7 Sky Pacific, “TV Guide.”

748

Digicel Group Limited, “Digicel Completes Sale of Pacific Operations to Telstra”; Digicel TV, “Sky
Pacific: Your Premier Destination for Sports and Entertainment”; “Joint Statement by Australia, Japan and the
United States on Telecommunications Financing.”

79 Telsat Pacific, https:/www.telsat.vu/Default.aspx;  Telsat  Pacific, “Channel Line-Up,”
https://www.telsat.vu/Public_Packages.aspx.

750 Jonas Cullwick, “Telsat Will Not Broadcast World Cup Unless VBTC Gets FIFA Approval,” Vanuatu Daily
Post, May 28, 2018, http:/dailypost.vu/news/telsat-will-not-broadcast-world-cup-unless-vbtc-gets-fifa/
article 85091eb6-927b-552¢-bb3f-f6fadedd2als.html; “Telsat Pacific,” Devex, https:/www.devex.com/
organizations/telsat-pacific-93917; Rod Smith, “The Smiths Have Just Been Officially Awarded Vanuatu
Citizenship,” Post, Facebook, Dec. 5, 2014. https://www.facebook.com/rod.smith.7528/posts/
10205583933380690.

3L «“About Us,” Vanuatu Daily Post, accessed Apr. 2019, http://dailypost.vu/site/about.html.

732 “Dan McGarry: Fighting for Media Freedom and Truth in the Pacific,” Asia Pacific Report, Aug. 15, 2018,
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2018/08/15/dan-mcgarry-fighting-for-media-freedom-and-truth-in-the-pacific/.

73 “Vanuatu Daily Introduces Chinese Language News,” Vanuatu Daily Post, Feb. 18, 2019,
http://dailypost.vu/news/vanuatu-daily-introduces-chinese-language-news/article_668b8e8c-97f1-5ab3-9ebb-
2f2ec1611bd0.html; see “Chinese News,” Vanuatu Daily Post, accessed Nov. 25, 2024,
https://www.dailypost.vu/chinese_news/.

754 Zhou Haicheng, “China: Vanuatu’s ‘Trustworthy Friend,”” Vanuatu Daily Post, June 13, 2019,
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/china-vanuatu-s-trustworthy-friend/article_bcf49414-ddbe-50b2-b187-

892001 cee2d0.html. CNA Research Memorandum | 141



http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zwgx_0/sbwl/202403/t20240326_11270675.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202211/t20221122_10979332.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202210/t20221021_10789630.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/sgdt/202210/t20221021_10789630.htm
http://vu.china-embassy.gov.cn/chn/sgxx_132387/sgxw_132388/202309/t20230905_11138165.htm
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vanuatu-prime-minister-visits-huawei-views-policing-technology-2024-07-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vanuatu-prime-minister-visits-huawei-views-policing-technology-2024-07-09/
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/gx-foundation-backs-vanuatu-media-with-equipment-for-health-education/article_222c03f4-ebdf-53fd-9959-a051167031a4.html
https://www.developmentaid.org/organizations/view/579331/gx-foundation
https://www.telsat.vu/Default.aspx
https://www.telsat.vu/Public_Packages.aspx
http://dailypost.vu/news/telsat-will-not-broadcast-world-cup-unless-vbtc-gets-fifa/article_85091eb6-927b-552e-bb3f-f6fa4edd2a15.html
http://dailypost.vu/news/telsat-will-not-broadcast-world-cup-unless-vbtc-gets-fifa/article_85091eb6-927b-552e-bb3f-f6fa4edd2a15.html
https://www.devex.com/organizations/telsat-pacific-93917
https://www.devex.com/organizations/telsat-pacific-93917
https://www.facebook.com/rod.smith.7528/posts/10205583933380690
https://www.facebook.com/rod.smith.7528/posts/10205583933380690
http://dailypost.vu/site/about.html
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2018/08/15/dan-mcgarry-fighting-for-media-freedom-and-truth-in-the-pacific/
http://dailypost.vu/news/vanuatu-daily-introduces-chinese-language-news/article_668b8e8c-97f1-5ab3-9ebb-2f2ec1611bd0.html
http://dailypost.vu/news/vanuatu-daily-introduces-chinese-language-news/article_668b8e8c-97f1-5ab3-9ebb-2f2ec1611bd0.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/chinese_news/
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/china-vanuatu-s-trustworthy-friend/article_bcf49414-ddbe-50b2-b187-892b01cee2d0.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/china-vanuatu-s-trustworthy-friend/article_bcf49414-ddbe-50b2-b187-892b01cee2d0.html

755 Nicholas Mwai, “Journalists Gain Insight into China’s Consultative Politics at CPPCC,” Vanuatu Daily
Post, Oct. 31, 2024, https://www.dailypost.vu/news/journalists-gain-insight-into-china-s-consultative-politics-
at-cppcc/article 95173194-3647-5b7f-8320-3d9¢c 15444633 .html.

736 “About Us,” Vanuatu Daily Post.

757 “Home,” 96 Buzz FM, accessed Nov. 25, 2024, https://www.buzzfim.vu/; “Shows,” 96 Buzz FM, accessed
Nov. 25, 2024, https://www.buzzfm.vu/shows/.

738 “About Us,” Vanuatu Daily Post.
7% “Vanuatu Media Guide.”

760 Government of Vanuatu, “Vanuatu Governments Business Enterprises!,” https://doft.gov.vu/index.php/
administration-finance-treasury/state-owned-enterprise; “Vanuatu Media Guide.”

761 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Wallis and Futuna,” World Factbook, Dec. 6, 2023, https://www.cia.gov/the-
world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society.

762 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Wallis and Futuna”; CIA, “Australia-Oceania: French Polynesia”; CIA,
“Australia and Oceania: New Caledonia.”

763 CIA, “Australia-Oceania: Wallis and Futuna.”

764 Conseil Constitutionnel, French Constitution of Oct. 4, 1958; CIA, “Australia and Oceania: French
Polynesia”; CIA, “Australia and Oceania: Wallis and Futuna.”

765 “King of Wallis Forces Newspaper to Close,” Reporters Without Borders, Mar. 22, 2002, https://rsf.org/en/
news/king-wallis-forces-newspaper-close.

CNA Research Memorandum | 142


https://www.dailypost.vu/news/journalists-gain-insight-into-china-s-consultative-politics-at-cppcc/article_95173194-3647-5b7f-8320-3d9c15444633.html
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/journalists-gain-insight-into-china-s-consultative-politics-at-cppcc/article_95173194-3647-5b7f-8320-3d9c15444633.html
https://www.buzzfm.vu/
https://www.buzzfm.vu/shows/
https://doft.gov.vu/index.php/administration-finance-treasury/state-owned-enterprise
https://doft.gov.vu/index.php/administration-finance-treasury/state-owned-enterprise
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/about/archives/2023/countries/wallis-and-futuna/#people-and-society
https://rsf.org/en/news/king-wallis-forces-newspaper-close
https://rsf.org/en/news/king-wallis-forces-newspaper-close

This report was written by CNA’s Regional, Security, and Policy
Division (RSP).

RSP provides senior national security decision-makers with regional and global analysis that links
strategy, policy, and operations. We leverage our expertise in military strategy and operations,
adversary analytics, and geopolitical dynamics—underpinned by foreign language skills—to provide
actionable, research-based analytic solutions to our government partners and clients. We have been
focused on China since 1998, building up one of the nation’s largest nongovernmental centers for
Asian security analysis.

LIMITED PRINT AND ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION RIGHTS: CNA intellectual property is provided for noncommercial use only.
CNA makes no warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, as to any matter including, but not limited to, warranty
of fitness for purpose or merchantability, exclusivity, or results obtained from the use of the material. Unauthorized posting
of this publication online is prohibited. Permission is given to duplicate this document for noncommercial use only, as long
as it is unaltered and complete. Permission is required from CNA to reproduce, or reuse in another form, any of its research
documents for commercial use. Contact CNA's Office of General Counsel at 703-824-2702 if you wish to make commercial use
of any content in this document. The material in this report may be reproduced by or for the US government pursuant to the
copyright license under the clause at DFARS 252.227-7013 (February 2014).

This report may contain hyperlinks to websites and servers maintained by third parties. CNA does not control, evaluate, endorse,
or guarantee content found in those sites. We do not assume any responsibility or liability for the actions, products, services,
and content of those sites or the parties that operate them.



Dedicated to the Safety and Security of the Nation

WWW.Cha.org

About CNA

The CNA Corporation (CNA) is a not-for-profit analytical organization dedicated to the safety and security of
the nation. With nearly 700 scientists, analysts, and professional staff across the world, CNA’s mission is to
provide data-driven, innovative solutions to our nation’s toughest problems. It operates the Center for Naval
Analyses—the Department of the Navy's federally funded research and development center (FFRDC)—as
well as the Institute for Public Research. The Center for Naval Analyses provides objective analytics to inform
decision-making by military leaders and ultimately improve the lethality and effectiveness of the joint force.
The Institute for Public Research leverages data analytics and innovative methods to support federal, state,
and local government officials as they work to advance national and homeland security.

IRM-2025-U-043324-Final © 2026 The CNA Corporation



	PICs Media report FINAL 5.1.26.pdf
	1. Introduction
	2. What are the key trends shaping the media and information landscapes of the Pacific Islands?
	2.1 Overview: A diverse media landscape
	2.2 Media ownership in the Pacific Islands
	2.3 Key trends shaping the regional media landscape
	Increasing connectivity across the region
	Digital transition reshaping the media landscape
	Dwindling sales and advertising revenue
	Difficulty monetizing online content
	Challenges in buying and servicing printing equipment
	Staffing challenges

	Online spread of false and inaccurate information
	Long-standing partners remain a key presence in the media landscape
	China is expanding its influence, including in the media landscape


	3. How is China seeking to influence the Pacific Islands’ media landscape?
	3.1 Background: The CCP’s global campaign to shape the media landscape
	3.2 Levels of engagement
	3.3 State-level tactics
	Signing bilateral media cooperation agreements
	Establishing the presence and availability of China’s state-run media
	Financing, building, and operating local ICT infrastructure
	Papua New Guinea: China’s involvement in the Digital Transformation Project
	Samoa: China’s involvement in the National Broadband Highway Project
	Solomon Islands: China’s involvement in the construction of a cell phone communications infrastructure


	3.4 Organizational-level tactics
	Embassy press engagement
	Content sharing and coproduction with local media
	Efforts to invest in media outlets
	Limiting non-PRC media access to events involving PRC officials
	Offers of money and equipment

	3.5 Individual-level tactics
	PRC-sponsored trips
	Pressure to report (or refrain from reporting) specific content


	4. How can observers assess the CCP’s success?
	4.1 Testing a notional framework
	4.2 Initial takeaways
	4.3 Looking ahead

	5. Conclusion
	5.1 What is unique about China’s efforts?
	5.2 Gauging China’s progress
	Factors that limit China’s impact
	Factors that could work in China’s favor


	Appendix: Country Media Landscape Overviews
	Cook Islands
	Local media outlets

	Federated States of Micronesia
	Local media outlets

	Fiji
	Local media outlets

	French Polynesia
	Local media outlets

	Kiribati
	Local media outlets

	Marshall Islands
	Local media outlets

	New Caledonia
	Local media outlets

	Niue
	Local media outlets

	Palau
	Local media outlets

	Papua New Guinea
	Local media outlets

	Samoa
	Local media outlets

	Solomon Islands
	Local media outlets

	Tonga
	Local media outlets

	Vanuatu
	Local media outlets

	Wallis and Futuna
	Local media outlets


	Figures
	Tables
	Abbreviations
	References




