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8 Things Parents Should Know About Behavioral 
Threat Assessment and Management (BTAM) 
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BTAM helps prevent violence 
by identifying, assessing, and 

managing threats. BTAM teams 
manage threats 

by providing at-risk 
students with the 

support they need and 
by solving problems before 

they result in violence. 

Research shows that 
BTAM not only helps 
prevent violence but 
also often results in 
fewer suspensions 

and expulsions than 
other practices. 

A multidisciplinary 
BTAM team made up 

of school administrators, 
counselors, and sometimes 
law enforcement conducts 

threat assessments 
and develops 

management 
plans.

BTAM requirements 
and regulations vary 

across states, regions, and 
schools. Inquire about your 

school’s BTAM policies. 

BTAM threat 
assessments are 

neither disciplinary 
nor criminal processes, 
though threat 
assessments can 
influence disciplinary 
proceedings or trigger 
referrals to law 
enforcement. 

BTAM teams 
do not replace 

emergency services. If you 
detect an immediate threat, 

you should call 911.

No single profile 
of a school shooter 

exists, so BTAM is 
not a method of 
profiling students.

Scan the QR 
code to learn 

more.

The DVERT Center is supported by the National Institute of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, US Department of Justice under Award No. 
15PNIJ-24-GK-00750-DOMR. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Department of Justice.

About CNA
The CNA Corporation (CNA) is a not-for-profit analytical organization dedicated to the safety and security of the nation. Nearly 700 CNA 
scientists, analysts, and professionals provide data-driven, innovative solutions to complex problems. It operates the Center for Naval 
Analyses—the Department of the Navy’s federally funded research and development center (FFRDC)—as well as the Institute for Public 
Research, which supports federal, state, and local government officials advancing national and homeland security. 
To learn more about the DVERT Center, go to dvert.org or contact our team at dvert@cna.org.
Any copyright in this work is subject to the Government’s Unlimited Rights license. The reproduction of this work for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. 
Nongovernmental users may copy and distribute this document noncommercially, in any medium, provided that the copyright notice is reproduced in all copies. 
Nongovernmental users may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies they make or distribute. Nongovernmental users 
may not accept compensation of any manner in exchange for copies. All other rights reserved. This report may contain hyperlinks to websites and servers maintained by third 
parties. CNA does not control, evaluate, endorse, or guarantee content found in those sites. We do not assume any responsibility or liability for the actions, products, services, 
and content of those sites or the parties that operate them.

  is a registered trademark of The CNA Corporation and may not be used without prior written authorization.  

Approved for Public Release.IMM-2026-U-046339-Final © 2026 The CNA Corporation

https://dvert.org/



