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CNA is a nonprofit research and analysis 

organization based in Arlington, VA, that 

analyzes national security and public policy 

problems. Our highly-educated analysts 

come from a wide variety of backgrounds 

and include political and social scientists, 

statisticians, economists, chemists, 

physicists, mathematicians and historians. 

Dr. Michael Connell is the director of CNA’s Iranian Studies Program and CNA’s Adversary Analytics 

Program. He is a Middle East specialist and focuses on political, military and security issues related to 

Iran and the other Persian Gulf countries. 

Pamela Faber is an associate research analyst at CNA. Her research is at the intersection of security 

and development in conflict and post-conflict regions with a regional focus on Africa and the Middle 

East. 

Zack Gold is an associate research analyst at CNA focused on non-state armed groups. He is an expert 

in Egyptian security and U.S. democratization, development, and security policy in the Middle East. 

Dr. David Knoll is a research analyst at CNA, where he focuses on military innovation, irregular warfare, 

non-state armed groups, the Middle East and North Africa. 

Julia McQuaid is the director of CNA's research program on transnational challenges and global 

threats including trafficking, smuggling, migration, water stress and violent non-state actors. She is a 

specialist on the Middle East and Africa, and she focuses on security force assistance, armed groups, 

international security and maritime security. 

Dr. Jonathan Schroden is the director of CNA's Center for Stability and Development and CNA's Special

Operations Program. He is an expert in counterterrorism, counterinsurgency, stability operations, 

operations assessment, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Middle East. 

Chris Steinitz is a research scientist at CNA. He is a Middle East specialist and focuses on strategic, 

political-military, and social affairs of the region and strategic and operational naval issues. 
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