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The Integrated Ship Database
Basic Layout and Instructions

Accessing the database

You can access the Integrated Ship Database (ISDB) on CNA’s web site(www.cna.org). The
exact page is at www.cna.org/centers/operations-tactics/ship-database. Figure 1 shows the
upper portion of the database web page as well as the sources of our data.  You can see the link
to this version (December 2010 ) as well as links to other 2009 and 2010 updates. The site
also contains versions back to September 2005 further down the page. Supporting information
is supplied through the links to the associated cover memos, this document, and the original
user’s manual.

Opening the database

When you open the database file, you will see the display in figure 2. It is the upper left
corner of the worksheet named DataTableOriginal_Dec10. We have colored the various Status
categories to distinguish them easily by sight.

The data tables

We protected DataTableOriginal_Dec10 to preserve data integrity. You can use many of
Excel’s features in a protected worksheet, but you cannot use all of them (like the Sort function
or toggling the Autofilter function on and off). Consequently, we inserted a blank worksheet,
named DataTableCopy, into which you can paste a copy of DataTableOriginal_Dec10. Figure 3
displays DataTableCopy with the Autofilters turned off for all columns and with the database
sorted on Ship Name.

The pivot tables

The Basic Pivot Table

The third worksheet in the database file is the Basic Pivot Table. It provides a quick, easy
summary count of the database contents. In figure 4, you see the opening view of Basic Pivot
Table. Here the table is totally compressed to show the number of records in the database by
Status Group.

To display the hidden detail,  just double-click each compressed cell  successively to open
the next level of detail. You can also amplify the detail by  right-clicking the field name (e.g.
“Status Group,” “Status Category,” “Status,” etc.) and then selecting the “Show Detail” option
from the “Group and Show Detail” menu . As an example, let us first select “Ship Battle Forces”
from the Force Category drop-down menu in the upper right corner of the spreadsheet to
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focus on that prominent grouping of ships. Then right-click the field heading, “Force”, and
select “Show Detail” from the “Group and Show Detail” options. Proceed in the same way to the
level of interest. Figure 5 shows the result to the level of Ship Type.  Figure 6 shows the detailed
hull number and ship names under the CVN cell.

The QuikLook Tables

The remaining two pivot tables immediately display the composition of the two ship forces
in the Naval Vessel Register and the Navy budget: (1) QuikLook_Ship Battle Forces; and (2)
QuikLook_LocDef&MiscSpt Forces (for Ship Battle Forces and Local Defense and Miscella-
neous Support Forces, respectively). 

Figure 7 is the opening view of QuikLook_Ship Battle Forces. You can see the composition
of the Ship Battle Forces by: Force (i.e., Battle Force, Mobilization Force-Category A, Strategic
Force, and Support Force); Status Category; Status; and Ship Type. Figure 7 shows detail to the
level of Ship Type. In figure 8, we’ve unhidden the ship names and hull numbers for LCS and
T-AE ship types as an example of the full “unhidden” detail. 

You can see hypertext at the top of the spreadsheet that will take you immediately to NVR’s
current page on the Ship Battle Forces at http://www.nvr.navy.mil/nvrships/sbf/fleet.htm). 

Figures 9 and 10 present a similar sequence from QuikLook_LocDef&MiscSpt Forces.
The Forces that make up this Force Category are: the Strategic Sealift Force, the Auxiliary
Force, and the Mobilization Force-Category B.1

Questions? Comments? Suggestions?

For more information on the database, please refer to the companion cover memo and/
or the User’s Manual. If you have additional questions or any comments and suggestions, con-
tact Ms. Lynette McClain at 703-824-2855 or mcclainl@cna.org or Dr. Greg Suess at 703-824-
2231 or suessg@cna.org. 

1. As of this update, there are no Mobilization Force-Category B ships in the inventory. 
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Figure 1. The Integrated Ship Database web page at http://www.cna.org/centers/operations-tactics/ship-database
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Figure 2. Opening view with Autofilters on
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Figure 3.  DataTableCopy with Autofilters removed and data sorted by Ship Name 
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Figure 4. The Basic PivotTable opening view
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Figure 5. View of Basic Pivot Table showing Ship Battle Forces by Status Category, Status and NVR Ship Type
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Figure 6. View of the Basic.Pivot Table in figure 5 but with aircraft carrier Ship Names and Hull Numbers unhidden
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Figure 7. Opening view of QuikLook_Ship Battle Forces



10

Figure 8. View of QuikLook_Ship Battle Forces with LCS and T-AE hull numbers and ship names “unhidden”
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Figure 9. Opening view of QuikLook pivot table for Local Defense and Miscellaneous Support Forces
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Figure 10. View of QuikLook_LocDef&MiscSpt Forces with Hospital Ship hull numbers and names “unhidden”


